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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


GULF STATES RESTIVE ASOUT FOREIGN INCURSIONS 
Paris AL~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 12 Jan 80 p 12 


[Article by Najib ‘Abd-al-Hadi: "Gulf States Face the Challenge: Deter the 
Soviets or Surrender"] 


[Text] What are the reactions of the Arabian Gulf states to the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan? This question has been raised repeatedly in official 
circles here and in the Gulf states. It continues to be echoed, because 

the advancing line from Moscow has drawn extremely close to these states and 
in particular their resources’, especially in the wake of the Iranian 
revolution on which most of the Gulf states have yet to take a final position. 


In Kuwait, informed sources say that the government has always realized "that 
the Gulf area would become a field of struggle between the world's two 
superpowers, and that this struggle would take a military and bloody form 

in some areas. We have warned of the seriousness of the situation on more 
than one occasion. We have stated our viewpoint to most of the area states, 
including :hose which are directly or indirectly affected by this struggle. 
We confronted them with a live and realistic picture of what is occurring 
and what could occur in a manner that would threaten not only the well-being 
of this area but international security and peace as well." 


These circles interpret what is taking place close to the borders of this 
area as "an attempt by the Soviets to strengthen their presence on three 
fronts: Ethiopia, South Yemen (Aden) and Afghanistan." These official sources 
sav that the purpose behind the strengthening of the Soviet presence in 
Ethiopia is to shake up the situation in the Horn of Africa, and spread 
Soviet influence as far as southern Sudan, and subsequently Egypt. With 
regard to Aden, these sources say: ‘It is getting ready for big surprises, 
especially after the situation in Afghanistan stabilizes in fawr of 
Moscow." Concerning Afghanistan, they say: "A number of breaches have been 
opened in the wall of the entire Gulf area, and this has confronted the 
Gulf with two choices: either resist Soviet expansion with every possible 
means, or else surrender to this advancing expansion, which aims at reaching 
the oil wells and gaining control over the world's economies, most of whcih 
are based on energy." 











The uneasiness which states of the area feel is an uneasiness accompanied by 

a clear concept of the true nature of the events taking place in Afghanistan 
and the real reasons which led to a Soviet intervention of such violence 

and rapidity. The Kuwaiti sources say that the "invasion of Afghanistan" 

is a Soviet warning to the United States and an atterp: *o deter the U.S. 

from even considering the possibility of military inte.y:ntion in Iran. Moscow 
has used the crisis of the American hostages in Tehran and the Iranian-American 
conflict as a pretext for entering Afghanistan in order to "protect its 
threatened borders." So claims the Soviet press which says that the reason 

for the invasion of Afghanistan is a geographical one. As was said long ago: 
"Geography is the mother of history." 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


FRANCO-ARAB RELATIONS ANALYZED 
Paris AL~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 1 Mar 80 pp 12-15 
[Article by Nabil Khalifa: "France and the Arabs: The Imposed Option") 


[Text] "Fifty years from now, give or take a few years, the Gulf oil will 
be depleted. But the Western Jorld, which would still be around, will have 
to defend the Gulf region, a geopolitical center serving to link Central and 
Far-East Asia on one hand, and Central and Western Europe on the other. 
Histery has confirmed that with or without oil the Gulf region is of 
unsurpassable importance to every world power." 


This quotation is taken from University of Paris Professor Jean Jacques 

Brebe's book on the Gulf region, which was published 20 years ago. The 

Gulf region's importance is attested to by President Valery Giscard d'Estaing's 
recent visit to several Gulf nations. While the Gulf's extraordinary strategic 
importance is incontestable, and has been recently underscored by the Afghan 
developments, the important question now is what role the international powers, 
and consequently France, are prepared to assume. The French President's visit 
gives rise to several questions: 


- Does France have a role to play in the Gulf? Why? 
- What is the nature of this role? 
- What intefnal and external obstacles block Arab-French cooperation? 


- What is the outlook for Arab-French cooperation, and also for Arab-European 
cooperation? 


One cannot speak of France's role in the Gulf region without speaking of her 
role in the Arab world as a wiole. The two are inseparable. The Gulf region 
is a vital part of the Arab world, which stretches from the [Atlantic] Ocean 
to the Arabian Gulf. Although the sociological, political, and geographical 
conditions may vary from one Arab region to another, the fundamental 
political objectives and aspirations are nearly identical. France had always 
sought to establish a presence in the Gulf. To date, however, that presence 











These three developments not only signal that French-Arab relations have 
progressed from poor to better, but that they have moved from the realm 
of abstract principles into the world of reaiity, from mere understanding 
to full, practical cooperation. 


The Arab readiness (particularly in the Gulf states) to respond positively 
to France's new policy may be attributed to several factors: 


1 = The Gulf Arabs bear no subconscious, residual bitterness against France, 
although this is not the case in the Maghreb. 


2 = The Gulf Arabs have no conscious or subconscious fear of French colonial 
ambitions in the Gulf region. That is not the case, however, with respect 
to the United States. 


3 - There are no fundamental ideological differences with France as is the 
case with the Soviet Union. 


4 - Beginning with the De Gaulle era, France has embarked on an independent 
course, free of superpower rivalry, and attractive to many third bloc nations 
which, in view of their inability singly or collectively to defend their 
independence, have grown tired of being pawns in the struggle between the two 
superpowers. These nations felt a need to seek the protection,--not the 
dominance--of a dependable world power, one that would stand by them in the 
international political arena, provide them with weapons, cooperate with 

them economically and contribute to their cultural and technological develop- 
ment. Among the world powers that could fulfill this role, France (together 
with the rest of Europe) took the lead. Japan fell second in this lineup, 
but primarily as a trading partner. 


France's role in the Gulf, however, is inseparably linked to the region's 
oil. Oil remains the most important factor in shaping the Gulf strategies 
of all the industrialized nations, headed by France. Because of this, the 
Gulf region has become of vital interest to the industrialized world. 


France's new political-economic strategy was translated into two complementary 
thrusts: 


l. An attempt to create a new international economic order; 
2. A decision to begin an Arab-European dialogue. 


These two initiatives set the stage for an inevitable economic as well as 
political collision with the United States. Reason: the French strategy--as 
well as those of all the industrialized nations--is directed at procuring an 
uninterrupted supply of oil at the lowest possible price. Following the 
British withdrawal from the Middle East, the United States stepped in to fill 
the power vacuum. Europe ‘ound itself buying more than half of its oil 
supplies from American companies. As France attempted to charter a new 





has been more symbo'ic than real, and limited to Iran and Oman, The &ritiah 
have always been extremely sensitive to any French presence in the Gulf, 

The United States, which inherited the British role in the area, inherited 
more than sensitivity to any French presence; it inherited the huge oil 
profite as well. It should come as no surprise that Britain openly and 
actively supported anti-French, independence movements in Syria and Lebanon. 
Britain's support of these movements stemmed from her motivation to put an 
end to French influence in the eastern Mediterranean and to remove Fraace 
from the comperition over the ofl region. Britain sought supremacy to ensure 
her interests. France, in the British design, was to be deprived of the 
[Middle] East's wealth and relegated to inherit the difficulties of the Arab 
Maghreb [West North Africa}. 


In the post-World War II era, French-Arab relations were characterized by 
confrontation rather than mutual understanuing. The Algerian revolution and 
the 1956 British-French-Israeli aggression against Egypt served to perpetuate 
France's image as a colonialist power. French policy began to change when 
General De Gaulle came to power. A new era in French-Arab relations was 
ushered. Based on General De Gaulle's view of history, the new French policy 
was to be anchored on the principle of independence, peace and cooperation 
with the Arab world. De Gaulle's rapprochement with the Arabs began wich 

his willingness to recognize Algeria's independence and his insistence on 
French neutrality in the Arab-Israeli conflict. De Gaulle's Arab foreign 
policy was to be based on strategic, political, economic, oil, cultural and 
humanistic considerations, all of which were ultimately dictated by the 
geopolitical and economic realities of both France and the Arab world. The 
new course charted by De Gaulle was in keeping with France's traditional 
interest in the Mediterranean, as evidenced by her past political, economic 
and cultural ties with the area. 


A quick glance at France's Arab foreign policy during the presidencies of 
De Gaulle, Pompidou, and d'Estaing (the Sth republic), reveals three major 
developments: 


1 - A new foundation was laid down during the De Gaulle years. 


2 - French relations were extended to the entire Arab world, including the 
Gulf nations, by President Pompidou. In April, 1972, the French minister 
Lipkovsky visited Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates (Abu 
Dhabi). French diplomatic missions were established in Qatar, the UAE and 
Bahrain during that visit. These countries expressed their desire for 
greater cooperation with France and the minister in turn assured them of 
France's willingness to contribute to their development. 


3 - French-Arab relations came into fruition in President d'Estaing's time. 
President d'Estaing gave a sense of permanence to these relations, reflecting 
his belief that French-Arab (and European) cooperation can no longer be 
based on transitory interest, but must be anchored on what he views is new 
demographic, political and economic realities, which make cooperation a 
necessary way of life. 











energy policy for the European Common Market, it, not surprisingly, collided 

not only with the United States, but with certain European nations, which 

were opposed to the emergence of French o1l compantes--possibly under better 
terma--in the Gulf region. This attitude, however, was unjustified, given 

the fact that real control was in the haads of American companies rather than 
Arab governments. [The reference here is apparently to exyvloration privileges]. 
France's response was to question whether it was in Europe's interest to 

remain dependent on American o11 companies, It urged the European Common 

Market nations to establish a unified ofl policy. 


Kissinger's answer wes very clear: “The Common Market nations must not only 
consult the United States, but the American view must take precedence over 

any issue relating to that community." (Kissinger's 12 December 1973 speech). 
Kissinger went on to declare that the United States would oppose any bilateral 
agreements forged at the expense of the [American] of] companies. Instead, 
Kissinger called for the creation of a Consumers front to counter OPEC. 
France, as expected, led the opposition to Kissinger's ideas, and embarked 

on a course of action designed to break the monopolistic Americar cartels. 

lt opted for European dialogue with the Arabs, which, in these -ircumstances, 
appeared all the more necessary and important. 


The fact that the French position has not gained the ascendancy does not stem 
from lack of wiil as much as it reflects France's inadequate capacity to 
confront the United States in the Middle East, the Gulf region, and the world 
at large. The United States is much stronger economically, militarily, in 

its ability to affect [oil] consumption, and in its overwhelming produccivity. 
These four weapons enable the United States to play a dominant role in Middle 
East politics, while, simultaneously, paralyzing many of the European 
countries’ ability to maneuver politically and economically. Britain, for 
example, is content with her semi self-sufficiency in oil resources. Holland 
is obsessed with natural gas. Cermany's exports to the Arabs compensate for 
50 percent of her oil purchases. France and Italy, on the other hand, attempt 
to establish a direct route to Middle East oil by acquiring exploration 
privileges in the region. These attempts fail, however, when they collide 
with the interests of the American controlled companies in the region. 


the confrontation between France and the United States on one hand, and 
between France and her European allies on the other, gives a small scale 
picture of France's obsession, since De Gaulle, with evolving an independent 
political and economic policy. The effects of that obsession are visible 

in the Arab-European dialogue. The dialogue has degenerated into a confronta- 
tion between the United States and France, muc: to the consternation of the 
latter's European allies. A quick review of the accomplishments of the Arab- 
European dialogue, beginning with the discussions with Michel Jaubert in 1974 
and ending with the last meeting of Arab and European journalists a month 

ago in Baghdad, reveals the orignal lofty ambitions have degenerated into 

a series of verbal posturings and a limited agreement for technical 
cooperation. One reason for the failure is American pressure; a second 
reason is the absence of a genuine political will on the European side. 











Eurepean indecision with respect to the Palestinian problem leaves the cards 
in the hands of the United States and the Soviet Union. As long as Europe 
mintains this position, ite voice will remain weak or absent altogether. 


Irrespective of how the Gulf nations--and the o11 producing nations in 
general--feel about using the o1] as a weapon, they do in fact use it in three 
ways: 


Yo achieve a level of respectability that would put them on a par with the 
consuming nations; 


To aid the nations of the third bloc and thereby gain a measure of political 
and economic leverage over them. (That they are succeeding in this respect 
is evident in UN votes and other international conferences.) ; 


To underscore the urgency of finding a just solution to the Palestinian 
problem, one that would preserve all the rights of the Palestinian people. 


So far, the Arab-European dialogue has been characterized by European emphasis 
on economic issues and a corresponding Arab emphasis on political issues. 
Despite the progress achieved in the past 6 years, thanks in particular to 
France, the parties are still talking on different wavelengths. The Arabs 

are undoubtedly aware of France's ticklish position, politically and 
economically, among her European, American and world allies. France is equally 
aware of the Arabs' position and the demands placed on it by the Palestinians 
and by both parts (east and west) of the Moslem World. But is good will on 
both sides enough? Can a policy be built on good intentions? 


If President d'Estaing's visit is to accomplish its purpose, as many Arabs 
and Frenchmen (and Europeans) hope, then it is absolutely necessary to set 
words aside and begin concrete action. Specifically, President d'Estaing 
must do two things: 


1 - He must evolve an effective, unified, European Middle East polic,. Without 
a definitive political stance on the Arabs' foremost problem [Palestine] 

and its ramifications (Lebanon, for example), there is little hope for future 
Arab-French (or European) cooperation. 


2 - He must lead Europe in initiating a large scale development program in 

the Arab {Cu'f] region, one that would ultimately be transformed into an 
alliance capable of standing up to all other alliances. Such an alliance 
would link the Arab world and Europe into a common destiny. Europe and 

the Arab World have a common interest in jointly exploiting the material and 
mral riches found on both sides of the Mediterranean. What both sides need 
to reach this objective is political courage. In one of his press conferences 
(31 January 1964) De Gaulle had this to say: 


"For economic and cultural cooperation to be fruitful, it must be based on a 
mutually acceptable, fundamental political philosophy. While all are agreed 











on this point in principle, ite practical implementation must result in a 
balanced world, one in which each nation is free to govern itself, free to 
use its human and material resources to its advantage, and, above all, free 
of political dominance by others. It means a community of nations whose 
mutual dealings are not based on ideologies and selfish interests, but one 
working for the common good and security of all nations." 


If a country's political policy is based on its geopolitical-economic positicn, 
and if that structure is sufficiently flexible to permit development--but 

not radical changes that would run against the deterministic influences of 
history, geography and economics--then France and the Arab world have one 
option before them, the very option dictated by history, geography and 
economics. It is the option of both short and long range cooperation. It 

is on), in this way that the (French) stone rejected by the builders may 

become the cornerstone of cooperation in the Gulf region. Le. "s «pe so. 


President d'Estaing's visit to Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates underscores the importance of trade relations between France and 
the Gulf nations. While some might argue that political considerations take 
precedence over economics, the latter is just another aspect of diplomacy. 


A quick glance at France's economy on the eve of the visit reveals several 
important facts about the role of vil in the French trade balance. 


1. The French economy is currently experiencing a negative trade balance, 

and the situation is becoming progressively worse as the oil bill gets larger. 
The deficit from January to November 1979 has reached 25.8 billion French 
Francs. The total trade deficit with the OPEC nations for the same period has 
been put at 34.7 billion French Francs. The trade deficit with the four 

Gulf states in i978 was 5.655 billion francs; in 1979 it was 6.147 billion 
francs. The total for both years was 11.802 billion francs. This is only 

a sample of France's trade problems with oil producing Arab countries. 


2. This situation is producing negative ripple effects throughout the French 
economy: rising inflation, slower economic growth, and greater unemployment. 
lt is expected that the 1980 rate of economic growth for all 0.C.D.E nations, 
including France, will be zero. 


3. France is trying to cope with the situation in two ways. The first 
approach is to decrease dependence on imported oil by: 


reducing purchases and consumption 

increasing the use of coal 

increasing the number of nuclear electric generating plants 
- greater use of solar energy 


The French president continuously emphasizes the need to economize in the 
use of energy. He advocated this point at the Tokyo Summit Conference. (He 
even asked that the smallest number of airplanes and other machines be used 
during the Bastil)e Celebrations in Paris.) 














The second approach to solving France's energy problem is premised on 
ensuring an uninterrupted supply of ofl at reasonable prices by relying on a 
greacer number of sources. Included in this approach is a greater effort 

to sell a variety of French products, including weapons, and nuclear reactors, 
ae well as technical services and expertise for use in development programs. 
Despite France's ability to produce and to fill the needs of the oil nations, 
however, and despite these nations’ ability to pay, the fact remains that 

due to demographic and technological factors, these countries’ capacity for 
purchases is extremely limited. In a press conference following the Caracas 
OPEC meeting, France's Prime Minister Raymond Barre said: "Tle reai oil 
crisis is etill ahead of us." His words reflect France's anxiety. President 
d'Estaings visit to the Gulf is an attempt to reduce the impact of that 
anxiety. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ECONOMIC UNITY OFFICIAL CALLS FOR MORE INTEGRATION, SPLCIALI7ATrION 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic i4 Feb 80 p 4 


[Interview with Secretary General of the Arab Economic Unity Council Dr 
Fakhri Qadduri, conducted by Badi' al-Daqgaq) 


[Text] The economic page of this paper, which has given the matter of Arab 
economic integration and unity most of its concern and concentration, seized 
the opportunity of Secretary General of the Arab Economic Unity Council Dr 
Fakhri Qadduri's presence in Damascus last week to have a lengthy meeting 
with him which touched on the reasons fo: his visit to Syria, the concerns 
of Arab economic unity and integration, and what has been accomplished in 
this sphere by the Arab Economic Unity Council, in addition to the council's 
projects, activities, priorities and ways of strengthening Arab economic 
interrelation and liberating it from dependence on the outside world. The 
text of the interview follows. 


Reasons for the Visit to Syria 
[Question] Before we talk about Arab economic unity and integration, we would 


like to learn the reasons for your current visit to Syria, what matters have 
been discussed, and the results you have reached. 


[Answer] This visit was directed towards three main points in particular: 
l. negotiating with Syrian officials matters pertaining to the strategy of 
joint Arab economic activity which are expected to be proposed at the next 


Arab summit conference; 


2. following up the implementation of the resolutions of the economic vnity 
council's thirty-fourth session; and 


3. discussing means conducive to reinforcing the progress of Arab economic 


unity and the role of the Arab Economic Unity Council, in order to achieve 
the goals of the council's charter. 
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We took advantage of our being in Syria to meet with the board chairmen and 
general directors of the Arab Company for Animal Resource Development and the 
various specialized Arab federations which are offshoots of the Arab Economic 
Unicy Council, and discuss with them ways to strengthen these companies’ and 
federations’ role in Arab development and economic integration. 


In order to achieve the three goals which we mentioned above, we met with 
senior Syrian officials, such as Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
"Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs 'Abd-al-Qadir 
Qaddurah, and Economy and Foreign Trade Minister Dr Muhammad al-Atrash. We 
also met with the ministers of finance and health, and discussed the develop- 
ment of some joint Arab projects. 


The Activity and Function of the Federations and Companies Under the Council 


[Question] Exactly what matters were discussed with the officials of the 
various federations subordinate to the Arab Economic Unity Council? 


[Answer] There are four Syrian federations subordinate to the council: the 
Arab Federation for Leather Industries, the Arab Federation for Cement and 
Building Materials, the Arab Federation for Textile Industries, all based in 
Damascus, and the ‘rab Railroad Federatiim, headquartered in Aleppo. 


The accomplishments of these federations, on the level of cooperation and 
coordinatio& among the industrial units belonging to each federation, were 
reviewed, as well as the projects which they have completed and those still 
being implemented. We discussed proposals conducive to facilitating the 
operations of these federations and expanding the membership in production 
units in Arab countries. We also reviewed the agenda for the seventh meet ing 
of these federations’ board chairmen and general directors, which will be 
held in Tunis in mid-March at the joint invitation of the Arab Economic Unity 
Council and the Industrial Development Center. It is worth mentioning that 
this meeting will be held regularly every 6 months, and will include 13 
specialized industrial, agricultural and service federations subordinate to 
the Arab Economic Unity Council. 


As for the Arab Company for Animal Resource Development, which is one of the 
four companies subordinated to the council and based in Vamascus, we held a 
meeting at the company's headquarters, which was attended by its board chairmen, 
its general directors and its senior employees, during which we reviewed 

this company's accomplishments in the context of development and Arab inte- 
gration and the projects it has set up in a number of Arab countries through 
direct or joint investment. Also reviewed was its 1979-81 three-year plan. 

This company's role in increasing animal resources in the Arab world, 

improving them, and providing their needs such as fodder projects was enphasized, 
as was the strengthening of integrated production of animal resources, giving 
sp cial attention to less-developed Arab nations, while not violating the 
principle of sound economic se tlement. These companies’ role in establishing 
other companies to which the « mpany itself contributes part of the capital 
while Arab states and finance organizations contribute the rest was emphasized. 
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A Standardized Law for Joint Arab Companies 


This kind of financial participation will enable the Arab Company for Animal 
Resource Development to expand its role in setting up the projects which the 
Arab world needs, which is tantamount to one link in the efforts to achieve 
Arab food security. Also discussed at the meeting was the proposed 
standardized law for Arab joint companies, and the company's participation 
in the next meeting to be held this March, which will be attended by 
representatives from Arab states and Arab joint companies. It will discuss 
this bill preparatory to submitting the final draft to the next meeting of 
the Arab Economic Unity Council, which will be held in the first week of 
June. This law, preparation of which began more than 3 years ago, is aimed 
at achieving three main points: 


1, creating standardized legal bases for establishing joint Arab companies 
in the future; 


2. creating standardized legal bases for these companies’ relations with 
the states in which they are based and the states in which they have branches; 
and 


3. creating the appropriate format f r relations between these companies and 
the Arab Economic Unity Council. 


One observation which we must make before leaving this topic is that the joint 
Arab companies and the various federations which arose from the Arab Economic 
Unity Council are not limited to the states belonging to the council, but are 
open to establishment with the participation of any Arab nation, whether it 

is a member of the unity council or not. Actually, many non-member arab 
countries participate in these companies and federations. 


[Question] What is your evaluation of the results of the discussions conducted 
with Syrian officials? 


[Answer] I can say that the results of these discussions were extremely 
fruitful, and that a spirit of brotherliness and positiveness prevailed. 
All the officials with whom I met confirmed Syria's desire to support the 
strategy of joint Arab economic activity in general, and the economic unity 
council and the Arab common market in particular. Our views coincided on 
all matters. 


We Are Still in the First Stage of Integration 


[Question] Is Arab economic integration, which we have pursued ever since the 
early fifties, at any particular stage right now, 16 years after the imple- 
mentation of the Arab economic unity agreement? Is it in the free trade zone 
stage, or the customs federation stage, or the common market stage of economic 
unity? 
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[Answer] The fact is that the significance of Arab economic unity is not 
limited to the achievement of a free trade zone, or a unified customs zone, 
or an Arab common market, These are considered parts of the meaning of 
economic unity. It is well-known that the free trade zone stage we are in 
now in, practically speaking, considered the first stage, and is necessary 
for the estabsishment of the unified customs zone and the Arab common market 
in their full sense. 


The Arab economic unity agreement calls for achieving industrial and 
agricultural integration, standardizing basic economic legislation, coordinating 
currency policies for the purpose of standardizing them, and achieving total 
freedom for the transfer of goods, persons and capital among the various parts 
of the Arab world. A number of steps have been taken, in the context of 
collective or constituent agreements or resolutions creating ascending stages 

in the achievement of these goals. The achievement of Arab economic unity 

is not an easy matter, and because of the existing circumstances which prevail 
in the Arab world it needs the provision of a better climate for realizing 
deeper and quicker accomplishments. 


As for the Arab common market and the unified customs zone, the countries in 

the market are still applying the concept of the free trade zone, whereby 

customs fees and other similar taxes have been abolished (customs fees remain 

on the exchange of national prod: :ts of market states as of 1971). At the 
next-to-the-last session of the common market, it was resolved to make preparations 
for introducing a unified customs barrier--i.e. a unified customs tarrif vis 

a vis the outside world. It was also resolved to establish this customs 

barrier in stages, beginning with standardizing customs fees on raw materials 

used in parallel industries in the market states, in order to give an equal 
footing to competing industrial products. 


Parallel Production and the Lack of a Surplus Are Two Obstacles Which Can Be 
Dealt With 


[Question] Leaving aside political circumstances, is it true that present 
economic circumstances in the Arab countries are not favorable for the 
establishment of an Arab common market, because of the lack of a broad 
industrial base in addition to parallel production and income disparity? If 
so, what measures do you think should be taken to counter these problems? 


[Answer] Arab economic integration cannot be achieved all at once in a 

balanced manner without being accompanied by other links. It is true that 

the Arab common market will facilitate the flow of products from one country 
to another, and will open up the market to Arab products. However, this must 
be accompanied by measures to increase Arab production and deepen the principle 
of specialization in the production of various goods. 


These two links are interdependent, from the standpoint of final results, and 
they cannot be achieved by relying on only one link. I believe that it is a 
mistake to speak of the unimportance of the Arab common market because Arab 
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production is relatively weak and is similar in a number of industries. In 
fact, in all stages of growth in the Arab countries, this market will provide 
a better climate for increasing the size of the market for these products, 
and will enable the establishment of large-scale projects and the sound 
settlement of projects in various parts of the Arab world. 


Political Will and Integration 


What we need to strengthen the Arab common market as an essential step towards 
achieving Arab economic unity is a political will which will enable joint 
Arab economic activity to achieve important supports for Arab economic 
integration. Any other detailed or secondary problems facing the Arab common 
market at the present time are not unique to the Arab common market, for they 
accompany other regional economic blocs. These problems and difficulties 
might be deeper than those facing the Arab common market at the present time. 
It is possible to overcome many of these difficulties and problems if there 
is a high degree of seriousness about joint Arab economic activity. 


The Summit Conference and the Strategy for Joint Arab Economic Activity 


[Question] At the Tunis summit was decided to hold an Arab economic summit 
conference this year to draw up a strategy for joint Arab economic activity. 
What preparations has the economic unity council made for this meet ing? 


[Answer] In its last session in December, the Arab Economic Unity Council 
decided to have the general secretariat formulate some views about the 
strategy for joint Arab economic activity, and to attend, for this purpose, 
the meeting of the Supreme Committee of Government Exnerts and Heads of Arab 
Organizations, which met in Baghdad frvm 19 to 25 January. At this meeting, 
studies by the Arab League's General Office for Economic Affairs, and 
memorandums from Iraq, Tunisia and Qatar, were presented, in addition to some 
from the General Secretariat of the Arab Economic Unity Council and the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social Development. During this 6-day meeting a document 
was drafted containing the starting points and strategic goals for joint 
economic activity, along with priorities, programs and mechanisms. The Arab 
economic council is expected to discuss this document prior to submitting the 
matter to the coming economic summit conference. ‘The General Secretariat of 
the Arab Economic Unity Council will submit this document to the council 
members at the start of its next session. 


The Economic Unity Counci)]'s Priorities 


[Question] What are the priorities you feel the economic unity council 
should consider in its current plans and projects? 


[Answer] The first point occupying the council's attention is enrolling the 
remai:\ing Arab countries in the Arab economic unity agreement, inasmuch as — 
this agreement is an advanced formula for comprehensive Arab economic 
activii:y because of its basic reliance on the concept of national unity. Its 











preface indicates that the broader, greater purpose of this agreement is to 
achieve Arab economic unity. Furthermore, this agreement does not stop at 
merely formulating this great, long-range goal, but defines its concepts clearly, 
and leaves enough flexibility so that these concepts can be realized through 
agreements, resolutions and measures issued by the council. This agreement 

also linke the desired goals and the need to achieve them with the binding 
nature of the resolutions issued by the council, since it provides that a 
decision by at least two-thirds of the council becomes binding on all. The 
reason for this is to seriously and fully strengthen the course of economic 
intogration for ali parries committed to these agreements. 


At present there are 13 Arab nations associated with this agreement, including 
Egypt, whose membership has been suspended. We hope to achieve the enrollment 
of the remaining Arab states in this advanced formula for joint economic 
activity as soon as possibile. The national congress for the strategy of 
joint Arab economic activity, which met in 1978, stressed this appeal, as 

did the latest document issued by the meeting of the Supreme Council for 
Government Experts and Heads of Arab Organizations. This document will be 
submitted to the Arab economic council. We hope that this will be achieved 
as part of the strategy for joint Arab economic activity. 


The second priority of the Arab Economic Unity Council is enrolling all the 
Arab countries in the Arab common market and in the agreement to establish 
the unified customs zone within a specified period of time. 


The third priority is taking definite, clear-cut steps to achieve an important 
modei for diversity in Arab development, achieve economic equilibrium among 
the various parts of the Arab world, and expedite the achievement of all 
aspects of national security. 


The fourth priority is Arab self-reliance in developing and liberating the 
Arab economy from its present dependence, and enabling Arab resources to face 
the serious challenges and dangers surrounding the Arab world, the foremost 
of which is the Zionist enemy. These are the most important points which we 
believe are important issues and which can be a part of the strategy for joint 
Arab economic activity. 


For the Sake of Arab Economic Interrelation 


[Question] How can economic interrelation among Arab countries be realized, 
in order to remedy the effects of political factors on the course of economic 
integration among these countries? 


[Answer] While the steps towards Arab economic integration are even now 
considered modest ones when compared to the human and material resources and 
the serious threats surrounding the Arab nation, nonetheless achieving quicker 
and deeper steps towards Arab integration depends greatly--in fact, decisively-- 
on the political aspect of joint Arab action. By this we mean the collective 
Arab desire--on the highest Levels--for agreement on such steps. We hope 
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that the next Arab summit conference will be an important step along this 
road. What makes us optimistic is the concern which the tenth Arab summit 
showed over matters pertaining to the Arab ecu.:omy and to overcoming the 
obstacles in the way of collective Arab agreements and efforts to draw up a 
better formula for economic relations between the Arab states and the outside 
world. 


All the technical matters can be ensured, and the extensive Arab expertise 
throughout the Arab world is capable of dealing with all the technical 


matters, as part of any advanced, major step taken by higher political 
circles. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFALRS 


FATAH'S AL-HASAN ADDRESSES LONDON CONFERENCE ON PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 
LD290927 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 28 Mar 80 pp 1, 2 LD 


[Report by Mahir ‘Authman: "Khalid al-Hasan Warns in London of Dangerous 
Middle East Situation; European Initiative Plan for UN Control in Gaza 
and West Bank"] 


[Text] Khalid al-Hasan, head of the Palestine National Council [PNC] 
Foreign Relac.ions Committee and member of the FATAH movement Central 
Committee, has warned in London that "the Middle East is a very dan- 
gerous area and the great powers, particularly the two superpowers, 

must not be given the opportunity to exploit it. Rather, Europe, the 
Soviet Union and the United States must togethe-> take part in any 
peaceful settlement in the Middle East because our area, with its oil 
and future mineral discoveries, represents an extremely important factor 
for world economic and military peace, particularly for Europe." 


Khalid al-Hasan was speaking in one of the British House of Commons 
committee halls at the invitation of the Council for Advancing Arab- 
British Understanding [CAABU]. The packed avdience included members 
of Parliament, journalists and leading fis.res, despite the fact that 
the House of Commons was busy listening co Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Sir Geofrey Howe's new budget. 


Khalid al-Hasan said: "If we were to be asked what we want from the 
European initiative we would say that we want it to include recognition 
of the Palestinian people's right to self-determination, including their 
right to establish their own independent state. We are asking explicitly 
for this because we have suffered from the ambiguity and lack of clarity 
of previous initiatives such as Resolution 242 and the Camp David agree- 
ments. We also demand Israel's total withdrawal from all tie Arab 
territories occupied in 1967, including Jerusalem. We would envisage 
this being followed by the West Bank, Gaza and the rest of the Arab 
territories occupied in the 1967 war being handed over to UN control 

for 6 months or 1 or 2 years, provided that the Palestinians are allowed 
to return in order to exercise their right to self-determination. 
Afterwards an international conference under the United Nations and 
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ite flag should begin negotiations in order to solve the remaining prob- 
lems." 


He added: “We hope that such initiative will not be met with an American 
veto at the Security Council and that it would be followed by deter- 
mination of the means of implementing it so that the issue of non- 
implementation of the 1967 Resolution 242, which so far has not been 
implemented, will not recur." 


At the beginning of his speech Khalid al-Hasan expressed happiness and 
pride at being given the opportunity to speak in one of the halle of 
Pariiament at the invitation of the CAABU. He said: 


"My pride stems from the fact that I am in a place where the people's 
representatives give words the force of law. Giving words the force of 
law means a deep link between words and justice. When justice is upheld 
it ic *lways linked to reality. But it is unfortunate that reality and 
justice are not linked to reality in the field of foreign policy, which 
is subject to the balance of power and to what is known as the art of 
the possible regardless of what effect this may have on justice." 


Apparently the speaker was making a subtle reference to the Western 
countries basing their foreign policies on interests more than anything 
else. He said that the Palestinian people have given a great deal for 
the sake of the achievement of peace in the Middle East, “where peace is 
closely linked to world peace in general and peace in Europe in par- 
ticular.” 


Khalid al-Hasan then reviewed the stages of the dispersion of the 
Palestinian people, which has led to this people being prevented from 
exercising their social values and legitimate rights in their own 
country. Nevertheless, he said, “this people had itself offered to. 
live in peace with those who dispersed it. Its offer was good and 
generous if compared with the legal and natural rights recognized by 
the international law which the Palestinians have." 


The speaker then referred to Israel's rejection of the idea of estab- 
lishing a unified democratic Palestinian state in which Arabs and Jews 
would live in peace together. He said that the Zionists have preferred 
"the adoption of the philosophy of war, aggression and expansion." 


With regard to the Palestinians’ right .o self-determination, Khalid 
al-Hasan said: "When the Camp David agreements were announced the 
parties to it had decided on behalf of the Palestinians and in their 
absence and without authorization from any Palestinian quarter that 
those agreements should not include a single word about that right 
although it is something recognized by all the Western democracies." 
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He added: "The agreements mentioned so-called autonomous rule and gave 
it an ambivalent description between quotemarks proclaiming that it is 
merely administrative rule with no sovereignty over land or water." 


Al-Hasan said: "But concessions by peoples, like concessions by indi- 
viduals, have limits that cannot be exceeded. Concessions can be 
offered if they insure a dignified life and true citizenship, but they 
cannot be offered if they insure none of this." 


Al-Hasan said that the Camp David agreements and Resolution 242 were 
refused for the foregoing reasons. He said: “We will continue to 
insist on having an independent state of our own. We will continue our 
struggle until we achieve this objective. I would like to point out 
here that we are approaching an important shift in European public 
opinion which we hope will greatly influence U.S. ,;ublic opinion. We 
also hope to witness the establishment of our desired state shortly... 
maybe in the next few years." 


[LD290929] The Palestinian official then reviewed French President 
Giscard d'Estaing's tour of the Arab countries. He said that the PLO 
was informed that the joint statements to be issued on his talks with 
Arab leaders were agreed upon in advance within the EEC community, 

whose members include Britain and eight other states. He said that 
following the welcome in London and Bonn of the first joint statement 
issued in Kuwait a Zionist propaganda campaign was mounted in che 

United States and Europe against recognition of the Palestiuian people's 
right to self-determination. 


The speaker then referred to Zionist propaganda's reiteration that the 
Palestinians are communists. He said that Zionism wants to exploit the 
fact that the majority of Western public opinion is anticommunist in 
order to mobilize it against us. He wondered: “Why is this accusation 
regarded as important? Do not you have a communist party in Britain? 
Is there not a powerful communist party in France? And likewise in 
Italy and Spain? What about Israel iteelf? Is there not the Israeli 
Rakah Communist Party there?" 


Khalid al-Hasan aroused laughter among the audience when he said: "In 
their campaign the Zionists say that Moscow supports us. Yes, Moscow 
does support us and we are grateful. but have we ever rejected support 
for our cause from the United States or Britain?" 


He said: “Armed struggle is always the way to restore the national 
rights of any people when they cannot be restored by peaceful means. 
We all have before us a recent example in Rhodesia, whose rebels were 
described until a month ago as ‘terrorists’ whereas the rebel leader 
is now prime minister and will probably soon be received in London, 
and maybe by the queen, in that capacity." 
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Al-Hasan continued: "The longer peoples feel frustrated, the more 

violent they become. Every time they see a ray of hope their adoption 
of peaceful means increases. Consequently, real understanding of peo- 
ples' problems lessens their despair and eases the tension they feel." 


The speaker then reviewed President Carter's vacillating stands, the 
most recent of which was the retraction of the vote on the Security 
Council resolution condemning Israeli policy on settlements and his 
claim that the U.S. vote for the resolution was a "mistake." He 
recalled that President Carter had also backtracked on the 1977 U.S.- 
Soviet joint statement under Israeli pressure despite the fact that 
the statement was a sort of an agreement between the two superpowers 
which the PLO and the Arabs welcomed. Citing another example, he 
pointed to President Carter's likening of the Palestinian problem to 
the issue of the struggle for civil rights in the United States. He 
said that no sooner had the Palestinians considered this a positive 
statement than Carter went back on it 24 hours later, saying "I did not 
mean what I said." 


Commenting on this, Khalid al-Hasan said: "What do you expect our 
people's reaction to be after all this? How would you expect us to 
trust this great power which is capable of doing much for the sake of 
peace in the Middle East? How do you want us to convince our people 
that by trusting Western diplomacy we can retrieve our rights? The 
aforementioned examples show you how our people are being pushed toward 
despair. We are an educated people aspiring to achieve our rights and 
fulfill our duty and think of justice and not only of force." 


Speaking about the countries that do not recognize the PLO as the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, al-Hasan said: 
"It is strange that there is cooperation between us and the European 
countries as if we were recognized people. But when we demand recog- 
nition they give the excuse that we are not a government. But we 

will not tire of knocking on doors. So far we have obtained the 
recognition of 107 countries." 
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ISLAMIC AFFALRS 


COMMUNIST ATTEMPTS IN ASIA--Jidda, 17 Mar--Assistant Secretary General 
of the League of the Islamic World Shaykh Muhammad al-Saqqa has warned 
against attempis by communist countries to drown the Asian countries 
in a sea of disturbances through direct military intervention as has 
happened in Afghanistan or through genocide and forcing people out of 
their countries such as has happened in Cambodia, Vietnam and Burma. 
In a statement to the Saudi paper AL~MADINAH, published today, Shaykh 
al-Saqqa said that the communists are concentrating ferociously on the 
populated areas of Asia. He called on Muslim governments and peoples 
to act in support of their brother Muslims in Afghanistan and to pro- 
vide aid to the Mujahedin, the homeless and those driven out of their 
lands. The League of the Islamic World, he said, donated 100 tens [as 
received] and provided a medical team to the refugee camp in Bangladesh 
when fire broke out there recently. The clothes, food and medical 
supplies offered by the league will soon be shipped to Bangladesh. 
[Text] [LD171012 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 0840 GMT 17 Mar 80 LD] 


ISLAMIC EDUCATION CENTER--Islamabad--The second conference on Islamic 
teaching, which ended its work in Islamabad today, decided to set up 
an international Islamic teaching center in Mecca, which will spread 
Islamic teaching all over the world. The conference also recommended 
that higher education institutes be built in some Muslim countries; 
and also that Arabic be made a compulsory subject in all stages of 
education so that Muslims who do not speak Arabic can learn about Islam 
from original sources. The conference called on Muslim countries to 
teach their children studies of an Islamic nature and to confine the 
job of teaching to those of Islamic trends. The conference recommended 
that the third conference on Islamic teaching be held in Bangladesh. 
[Excerpts] [LD201639 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 1535 GMT 20 Mar 80 LD] 
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Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 28 Feb 80 p 2 
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Ai GHANISTAN 


"VOA' ALOUSED OF SPREADING LIES ABOUT DRA 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 6 Mar 80 p 2 


"Another VOA Fabrication" ] 


[Editorial: 


[Text } 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PAKISTANI STUDENTS IN MOSCOW SEND MESSAGE OF SUPPORT 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 3 Mar 80 p 1 


(Text) Kabul, March 2, (Bakhtar)--The Pakistani Students Association 
supports the just struggle of the people of Afghanistan against feudalism 
and imperialism to free themselves from the exploitative system and create 
a new society. 


The above attending the Patrice Lumumba University in Moscow have said in 
their resolution "We firmly believe that the Soviet troops are protecting 
the interests of the working people of Afghanistan on the basis of the 
principles of international proletarian solidarity and in accord with the 
1978 treaty concluded between the two countries. 


"We condemn the policy pursued by the Pakistan military government against 
the progress of the people of Afghanistan, being used as a tool in the hands 
of US imperialism in South-East Asia. 


"The people of Afghanistan, like other developing nations, are pestered by 
nocio-economic and political problems and cannot think about military inter- 
vention in Afghanistan. It is only the military government in power that 
creates problems for you and your people with the help of Chinese and American 
reaction. 


"Finally, we hope that Babrak Karmal as a true fighter struggling to help 
realize aspirations of the people of Afghanistan with his vast experience 
in politics will overcome ches: problems and together with the people of 
Afghanistan build a just and prosperous society. 


"Long live friendship between the working peoples of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 


"Long live Afghan people and Revolution. 
"Long live peace all over the world. 


“Long live the just struggle of working peoples throughout the globe." 
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FILM EXCHANGE PROTOCOL SIGNED WITH USSR 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 28 Feb 80 p 3 


(Text ] 


following based 
on an interview with the 
above organization: 
The protocol was signed 
cm hasis of article 3 
Afghan- Soviet Tr- 
eaty of Friendship, Good 
Neigbourliness and Coop- 
eration concluded in Mas- 
cow on December 5, 1978 
graphy in DRA by prepe 
gra prepa- 
ring the ground for exch- 
anges between two 
Parties. 


CSO: 4920 


feature and shorter Afgh- 
an and Soviet films and 
mean— while encourage 
third parties to shoot joi- 
nt ons. 

The Afghan Films will, 
in due course, sign a sepa- 
rate protocol with Soviet 
Films for joint productio- 
ns. 

The present protocol, 
however, prepares the gr- 
ound for the exciiange of 
cinema cal teams 
and holdnig film festivals 
in both countries and the 
participation thereof in 


t protoc- 
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SOLIDARITY MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM HUNGARY 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Mar 80 p 4 


{Text } 


KABUL, March 2, | Bakh- 


tar).—In these difficult ti- 


= ot oe 
band of < 


Pakistani reaction to wreck 
everything. 

These operatives plotting 
against peace and  tranqui- 
lity of Kabul citizens have 
indeed shed a lot of blood. 
The savage acts of the hi- 
relings of reactionary  cir- 
cles led by bleod-thirsty US 


in Kabul on Bebranty 22nd 
against the working people 
of Afghanistan led to dis- 
ruption of law and order, 


These acts not only caus- 
ed resentment in our cou 
ntry but were also condem- 
ned by ive huma- 
nity as a whole which is 
after peace and desirous of 
prosperity and happiness of 
the people of Afghanistan. 
Many progressive govern- 
— and organizations ha- 


On this occasion. the 
Hungarian Solidarity Co- 
mmittee .and Hungarian 
Peace Council have sent 
the following joint  imessa- 


AFGHANISTAN 


rence with Islainic traditi- 
ons have led to the acti- 
vation of the counter-reyo- 
lutionary forces. 

These lackeys of US and 
China launch their offen- 
sives against Afghanistan 
trying to jeopardise the re- 
alisation of the, above as- 


-pirations. 


The DRA Government has 
asked the USSR for help 
to ward off reactionary ag- 
gression and safeguard Af- 


ghanistan's territorial  in- 
tegrity and interests. 
The Hungarian Solida- 


rity Committee and the 
Hungarian Peace Council 
expressed optimism toward 
aid supplied to Afghanistan 
by the Soviet Union and 
meanwhile condemn = the 
cold war hysteria created 
by the US. 


We declare our he)p to 
and active solidarity with 
popular forces struggling 
toward the objectives of 
the Saur Revolution. 

We strongly condemn the 
policy of hegemonists and’ 
aggressive US and Chinese 
circles wishing to blame 
the Soviet Union for agg- 











ravation of = international 
situation. 


Chairman of the Hungar- 
ian =Solidarity Committve 

Sandor Harhati, 

Chairman of the lHung- 
arian Peace Council 

Dr. Bela Kouacs 
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MESSAGE OF ‘SUPPORT RECEIVED FROM HENG SAMRIN 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 3 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text ) 


- KABUL, March 3, (Ba- 
khtar).— — —e Y to 
the Information part- 
ment of the Ministry of 
es _ the foll- 


yuan Fy to MM psbeek coery end 
al, General Secretary of 
PDPA CC, President of 


ean People. 
We hold high the firm 
support and the precious 


4920 


assistance of the Afghan- 
istan people for the rev- 
olutionary struggle of the 
Kampuchean people aga- 
inst the expansionism of 
the great and the react- 


ionary Peking power = in 
collusion with the impce- 
rialism and other  react- 


ionary hegemonism for 
Independence and  Free- 
dom of the a 
motherland. 

May the friendship ties 
which exist between the 
Kampuchean people and 
Afghanistan people deve- 
lop and strengthen for 
every passing day. 

HENG SAMRIN, 

Chairman of National 
United Front for Salvat- 
ion of Kampuchea and 
Chairman of the les 
Revolutionary Council of 
Kampuchea. 

*‘ Phnom Penh, 28 Janua- 
ry 1980 .* © 


AFGHANISTAN 














AFGHANISTAN 


PDPA, DFLP ISSUE JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 3 Mar 80 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Kabul, March 3 (Bakhtar)--Joint statement issued by the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan and the Democratic Front for Palestine 
Liberation: 


An official delegation of the Democratic Front for Palestine Liberation 
(DFPL) composed of Dr. Zayd ‘Alawi, member of the secretariat of the 
central committee of DFPL and Dawud Talhami, member of the National 
Assembly of Palestine and Editor of AL-HURRIYAH daily, the central organ 

of DFPL, stayed in Kabul between February 20th and March 2nd, 1980. During 
its stay in Kabul, the delegation made contacts and held important meetings. 
The delegation was graciously received by Babrak Karmal, General Secretary 
of PDPA CC, President of RC and Prime Minister of DRA. 


The delegation held important meetings with Majid Sarbiland, member of 
the PDPA CC ard Minister of Information and Culture and Habib Mangal, 
member of the PDPA CC and in charge of People's Organisations in the 
PDPA CC, 


The delegation also held valuable and fruitful meetings with the PDPA 
international commission. Likewise, the Palestinian delegation met with 
the authorities in charge of people's organisations especially the 
Democratic Organisation for Afghan Youth, the Democratic Organisation 

for Afhgan Women and Workers’ Unions of Afghanistan and visited industrial 
plants and other centers of work in Kabul and its suburbs. 


These contacts and meetings led to all-out exchange of views in an atmo- 
sphere of warmth, fraternal feelings and mutual understanding. The 
Palestinian delegation expressed its unshakable sclidarity with revolution 
in Afghanistan under the leadership of the PDPA and opposed various con- 
spiracies hatched by American imperialism and its local, regional and 
international allies and agents, especially those directed by the reaction- 
ary Pakistani regime, that dominated by Sadat, Israeli zionism, Chinese 
chauvinist leadership, Saudi Arabian reaction, that financier of counter- 
revolutionary forces in the Arab, Islamic and African countries. 





The PDPA and Comrade Babrak Karmal expressed their full solidarity with 
the Palestinian Revolution in their struggle against the Camp David con- 
spiracy and reactionary and imperialist axis formed by Washington, Tel Aviv 
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and Cairo and declared their assurance for the inevitable realisation of 
the aspiration of the people of Palestine and their support for the 
national programme of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation, the indts- 
putable and legal representative of the people of Palestine, 


Likewise, the Afghan side expressed its positive assessment of the just 
stance and patriotic and international policy of the Democratic Front of 


Palestine Liberatior. 


During the meetings held, both sides jointly condemned the allegations and 
ominous propaganda launched by the imperialist and reactionary circles 
against the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and the disinter: sted aids 
supplied by the Soviet Union to the Revolution of Afghanistan. 


In fact, these legitimate aids were extended by Soviet Union to Afghanistan 
on the basis of the Treaty of Friendship, Good Neighbourliness and Coopera- 
tion concluded between Afghanistan and the USSR on December 5, 1978, and 

as a result of the international policy and interests of the Soviet Union. 
These aids are meant to cooperate in defence of national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of democratic Afghanistan. 


The Soviet aids are not 
contined to military assist. 
ance but have assumod dit- 
ferent dimensions and for- 
ms 


They foitow no othe: aim 
except to aeip build a pea- 
ceful Afghanistan and en- 
sure the socio-economic gr- 
owth of this country 

Both sides exchanged op- 
inions on international — sit. 
vation and expressed = iden- 
tical views on the present 
acute international cvents. 


The current international 
situation is, in fact, charac- 
terised by Shifting of the 
halance of world power in 
the interest of the forces of 
peace, progress and socia- 
lism. Imperialism is attemp- 
ting to use ‘he events of 
Afghanistan as a pretext 
and launch an attack. !t des- 
perately endeavours tu cr- 
cate tension in international 
situation and revert to 


conditions of vold war. 


During the meetings the 
need was emphatically  ex- 
pressed once again for uni- 
ty and consolidation of the 
common stance of all the 
peoples forming the target 
of offensive conspiracies 
of imperialism with other 


progressive and democratic . 


forces of the world led by 
socialist countries in gene- 
ral and the Soviet Union in 
particular. 


In connection with the 
situation prevailing in the 
region, both sides condem- 
ned the Camp David axis 
on the one hand and the 
Arab réactionary states 
which under the pretext of 
fighting communism divert 
the attention of the masses 
in the region from the real 
and basic enemies of the 
peoples, i.e. American im- 
perialism, Israeli zionism 
and their local agents and 
allies on the other. 


Both parties said that 
the Islamic Revolution of 
Iran is supported by al! pr- 
ogressive and revolution 
ary forces of the region and 
the establishment of the 1s- 
lamic Republic of Iran | 
has played a great role in 
Strengthening the anti-im- 
perialist forces’ front in 
the region. 

Both sides, meanwhile, 
expressed their profound 
support for the peoples str- 
uggling now, especially the 
peoples of Zimbabwe, Na- 
mibia and South Africa. On 
the other hand, they exp- 
ressed their «olidarity with 
the progressive aud demo- 
cratic forces of Latin Am- 
erica and other nations of 
the world. 

The DFPL delegation th- 
anked the Afghan brothers 
for the warm reception giv- 
ven and fraternal sentim- 
ents expressed to it, noting 








with happiness and hope 
the uxsertion, ‘nade by the 
Alghan authorities #bout 
the DRA future domestic 
and international policy, 
The Afghan side express- 
ed DRA's preparedness, 
notwithstanding the — enist- 
ing difficulties, to extend 
disinterested «wd to the her- 
oic struggles of the prople 
of Palestine and other Arab 
The Afghan side 
especially announced § iis 
appreciation of the strugc- 
les carried out by the pro- 


uressive Arab ftront aga , 


inst the Camp David axis 
and the struggle of other 
progressive and democratic 
forces of the Arab World 
against imperialism, zion- 
ism and reaction. 

At the end of the DFPL 
delegation visit specific 
actions were taken to con- 
solidate the fraternal and 
firm relations between the 
PDPA and the D¥PL. 
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DECISIONS BY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REPORTED 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 3 Mar 80 pp 1, 4 


[Text ] —— 


KABUL, March. 3, 





AFGHANISTAN 


(Bakhtar).—The DRA Council of Ministers 


met in session at the RC headquarters under the chairmanship of 
Babrak Karmal, General Secretary of the PDPA CC, President of RC 
and Prime Minister. 

Lasting from 4:30 to 8:30 pm on Mareh Ist, the session heard a 
comprehensive report about the situation at home and the region 
as well as the DRA domestic and foreign policies read by Babrak 
Karmal according to which the Couneil of Ministers made the foll- 
owing decisions after needful scrutiny. 


THE DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 

1—In order to prepare the 
provisional basic princip)- 
es for DRA to really reflect 
the true, free and indep: - 
dent will of the entire peo- 
ple of Afghanistan, a com- 
mission is to be set up with- 
in the framework of the 
Ministry of Justice to 
prepare the above princip- 
les to cover the following: 

—Provisional state orga- 
nization. 

—Powers and functions 
of the DRA  Revolutiona- 
ry Council. 

—Powers and functions 
of the RC Presidium. 

—Powers and functions 
of the DRA Government. 

—Relationships between 
the DRA Government and 
the RC Presidium. 


-—Powers, functions, le- 
gal and democratic indep- 
endence of the judiciary and 
the relationships thereof 
with seciety and DRA state 
organs according to require- 
ments of the time. : 


—Powers and functions 
of the Attorfey General's 
Office and its relationships 
with other state organs. 

—The leading part play- 
ed by the PDPA, the party 
of all working people of 
Afghanistan, the stand of 
the national fatherland fr. 
ont guided by the PDPA 
and relationships between 
this front and various oreg- 
ans and society in DRA. 


—The democratic rights, 
freedoms and duties of all 
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the people of Ajghanistan 
without any discrimination. 

—Other matters and pro- 
blems that may be consid- 
ered necessary with regard 
to the above in accord with 
the DRA provisional _ basic 
— 

2—A commission is to be 
set uy within the framework 
of the Ministry of Justice 
to study and make recom- 
mendations regarding the 
change in the colour and 
emblem of the national flag 
and the designs of state and 
hoiourary medals. 

3—The Ministry of Jus- 
tice is to prepare and sub- 
mit to RC Presidium for ap- 
proval a draft law concern- 
ing the functions of various 
ministries. 








4—A commission is to be 
set up within the frainework 
of the Ministry of Informa- 
tion and Culture conposed 
of ycholars, party, govern- 
ment and social personalit- 
ies to study the = revival, 
classification and organiza. 
tion of the Naticnal Mus- 
cum in Kabul to achieve the 
following ends: 

~~—Register, fully and ac- 
curately, all the remaining 
museum pieces. 

Identify the pieces da- 
maged, specifying the kind 
of damage and those _res- 
ponsible for it. 

—Prepare a comprehen- 
sive list of the missing pie- 
ces, showing, as far as po- 
ssible, their total value in 
terms of money. 

—Explain the extent of 
tampering with the mus 
cum pieces. 

—Immediate actions to 
trace the missing pieces 
which might have been sold 
by agents of reaction and 
imperialism on the black 
market. 


5--A commission tu he 
set up to organize and ad- 
minister all’ transportation 
affairs throughout Afgha- 
nistan concerning the sup 
ply of essentials such as wh- 
eat, salt, sugar, kerosene, 


textile, etc. to meet the | 


daily needs of the people 
coupled with price controls 
and equitable distribution 
of the above without discri- 
mination among the oppres- 
sed people all over Afgha- 
nistan. 


6—Measures ere to be 


adopted and the program- - 


me chalked out for restor- 
ation of daily economic ac- 
tivities in society including 
the necessary etfective em- 
ergency aids to damaged 
areas through the Prime 
Ministry with active parti- 
<ipation of Defence, Inter- 
nal Affairs, Transport and 
Commerce Ministries. 


its. 


7—Preparation and mo 
bilization of all government 
forces especially the secu- 
rity ones, armed | services 
and national progressive 
forces from all parts of the 
country to fight in the face, 
under the PDPA leadership, 
subversive elements, exter- 
nal aggressors and band- 


Likewise, the Council of 
Ministers emphasised that 
now our oronke are further 
closing their ranks daily, 
becoming more determined. 
In order to estabjigh a com- 
plete revolutionury law and 
order for all the compatriots 
to enjoy and ensure nati- 
onal security, they will ap- 
proach the problems in the 
outset, through peaceful 
negotiations or by holding 
local or national “jirgas’’, 
pervaded by just, revoluti- 
onary democratic laws. Me- 
anwhile, security forces are 
obligated to wipe out all 
bandits, terrorists, crimi- 
nals and murderers export- 
ed from abroad, side by side 
with masses of the people 
as the former have been 
disrupting peaceful life and 
work of the population in 
villages, towns and cities, 
ruthlessly killing children. 
women, the youth and the 
old, burning schools, mos- 
ques, and fields, harassing 
the industrious honourable 
peasants, hindering them 
from tilling their lands, th- 
the tradesmen 


ught, they should be deliv- 
ered to the y trite 
nal for punishment after 
i according to 


land and human rights, In 
the like manner, all the 
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facts and figures, docum- 
ents and evidemoes concer- 







ning these cri ls, ban 
dists and te sts = hired 
by aliens and d fr- 
om bases in tan should 
be brought to attention 
of the honourable people 
of Afghanistan, . 

Likewise, all honourable 
Moslem compatriots who 


have fled their homes and 
been fugitives as a result of 
oppressions and atrocities 
perpetrated under blood- 
thirsty Amin and his band- 
its, robbers, highwaymen 
and assassins expoited from 
abroad or those who have 
emigrated to other count- 
ries are asked to return to 
their villages, towns and 
cities and live in peace 
and tranquility, regume_th- 
eir daily peaceful life and 
work and delivet to govern- 
ment authorities those 
who disrupt taw and order. 


In the same way, those 
who voluntarily lay down 
their arms, deliver them to 


the. ‘ 
not to use these an) er 
against theit compatriots 


will be pardoned fullowing 
the decisions to be made by 
the RC Presidium. 


8—The Council of Mini- 
sters emphasized ani reite- 
rated that in pursuance of 
the speech made by Babrak 
Karmal, General Secretary 
of the PDPA CC, President 
of RC and Prime Minister 
on February 26, 1980, at the 
first agricultural conferen- 
ce in DRA regarding antici- 
pated aids to cultivators and 
peasants in their interest, 
the decisions and resoluti- 
ons Of the above conferen- 
4 shall be fully implemen. 





O—Likewise, the Council 
of Ministers decided at this 
sexsion that an extcaordin- 
ury commission is to be set 
wo after the approve) ol 
the UC Presidjum to restore 
the promotion and retireu- 
eot rights to and arrange 


material and moral jincen 
\ives includnig medals for 
patriotic officials and 4 


vumber of party and non- 
party people who have been 
martyred or arreste’] or en- 
gaged in heroic § = struggles, 
after the April 17, 1978 up 
rising in order to safeguard 
the gains of the glorious 
Saur Revolution against the 
plots hatched by the hands 
under Amin that espionage 
agent of U8 imperialism -- 
defending Afghanistan's fr- 
eedom, independence, na- 
tiona] sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity.- In the same 
way, the commission will 
help the families of the ab- 
ove martyrs, both morally 
and materially. 


FOREIGN POLICY 

The Council of Ministers, 
that is the DRA Governm- 
ent, once more declares th- 
at: 

Free, irdependent, revo- 
lutianary and heroic. Afghe- 
nistan is a peace-loving and 
non-aligned country loyal 
to the UN Charter, the Un- 
ivergal Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights and the princi- 
nies of en een and 
will - 90. It constitu- 


—y global front, 
oo tk part of the forces 
of peace and detente, free- 


dom, independence, demo- 
cracy and progress, safe- 
guarding the rights and 
freedoms of all Mosieim wo- 
rking es, struggling 
val , heroically and 
steadfastly against old 
and neo-colonialism, imper- 
ialism and Zionism, 1ac.sm 
and racial discrimination, 
apartheid and jingoist for- 
ces led by blood-thirsty US 


imperialism, Chinese chau- 
vinism and black = regional 
reaction, It is seriously de- 
sirous of ensuring and es 
tablishing friendly and fra- 
ternal relations with the 
neighbouring countries, th- 
at is, Iran and Pakistan us 
well as all other Moslem co- 
untries, 


The DRA is after the set- 
tlement of all problems and 
disputes throuxh mutual 
understanding and peaccful 
negotiations. 


To achieve this end, it is 
plawning to send so friend- 
ly nations its good-will mi- 


clares, 


free will of the A, free- 


dom-loving that ane of Af-, 
ghanistan the Soviet | 
Union is a great. disinteres- 
ted friend of Afghanistan 
and _ remain so in the | 
futu The working peo- 
ple Afghanistan thank 


ithe Soviet Union from the 


depths of their hearts for 
all its material and moral . 
aids extended after the Oc- 
tober Revolution especially 
for limited Soviet military 
cont despatched in 
with the Afghan- 
Soviet Treaty of Friendship, 
Good Neighbourliness 
ang Cooperation of 
December 5, 1973 and ar- 


ticle $1 of the UN Char- , 


= to the national 







ar 
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agaeressions vither on the 
part of Pakistani biack re- 
action, US imperwlism, Chi- 
nese chauvinism, Israeli 
zionism, Sadat'y Exyptian 
and other Arab reaction, 
etc. or by US imperialism 

and regional or world chau. 
vinism attached tu it and 
declares to all peoples on 
earth that the limited Sov- 
iet military contingents fr- 
om friendly and fraternal 

Soviet Union will detinite- 
ly stay in free and indepen- 
dent Afghanistan till all 
the signs, plots and designs 
of regional reaction and ex- 
pansionist and jingoist im- 
perialists against the na- 
tional independence, sover-' 
eignty and territorial integ- 

rity of our country are 

entirely and absolutel, up- 
rooted, This is the prin- 
ciple of a real and reliable 
guarantee manifesting the 
unperturbable will of the 
great, Moslem and free 

people of Afghanistan. 


The revolutionary heroic 
people of Afghanistan have 
not allowed and wii! not 
do so in the future any fo- 
reign power, be it the bloo- 
dy US world imperialism or 
a Western imperialist coun- 
try or a member of the ag- 
gressive NATO pact or a 
reactionary country attach 
ed to international imperia- 
lism here and there in the 
world even though some of 
them may wear the mask of 
Islam or Chinese chauvini- 
sm thriving on triggering 
war to treacherously bro- 
) adcast or engage in demag- 
ogy, or imsidiously make 
“decisions” about the  sha- 
ping of Afghanistan's des- 
tiny or its domestic or for- 
eign policies without the will 














nists concerning its internal 
affairs, repudiating these 
radically, It is definitely and 
exclusively up to the free 
and independent peuple of 
Afghanistan to determine 
their revolutionary destiny 
and domestic and foreign 
policies according to the 
UN Charter and the deci- 
sive and unperturbabie = in 
ternational criteria and 
not to anybody vise. 


The heroic and revoluti- 
onary people of Afghanist- 


an are not alone. All the. 


peoples of the world inclu- 
ding the entire progressive 
Moslems, the whole nati- 
onal progressive forces the 
world over led by the Soviet 
Union, the great advocate 
of peace and freedom, are 
sharing the same just war 
front with the free and in- 
dependent people of Afgh- 
anistan. 
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NEW GOVBRNMENTAL APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 4 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text ] 


KABUL, March 4, (Ba- 
khtar)— The following 
appointments have been 
made on the proposal of 
related ministries 
al of the Council i- 
sters and endorsenent of 
Babrak Karma), Preside- 
nt of Revolutionary Cou- 
neil and DRA Prime Mi- 
nister : 


Ministry of Interior: 

Naseer Shamiadar as 
Governor of Nangarhor 
and Farid Gul as Loi Wo- 
leswal of Shinwar. 


Commerce Ministry: 

Abdul Salam as pu- 
ty Minister, Eng. Moham- 
mad Aziz as President of 
Food Procurement and 
Cooperative Department, 
Ghulam Hassan Farmand 
as President of Chamber 
of Comnierce and Indust- 
ry, Eng. Lemar Ahmad 
Lemar as President of 
Government Official and 
Employees Cooperative, 
Dr. Mohammad Zahir Ba- 
rez as President of Wool 
Enterprize, Mohammad 
Nebi Gharwal as Vice Pr- 
esident of the Chamber of 
Corimerce and Industry, 
Naji>uMah Surkhabi as 
Vier President (Admin- 
itsration), Mehr Chand 


Warmad as President of 
Domectic Trade, Abdul 
Ahad Naheeb as President 
of Transit and = Internat- 
ional Transport, Moham- 
mad Hassan Nawabi as 
President of Planning, Sa- 
yed Azeem Hussieni as 
Vice President (Comme- 
reial Affairs) Governm- 
ent Monopoly, Dr. Mus- 
tafe as Vice President 
(technical affairs) Go- 
vernment Monopol 7 3 - 


athena of Procure. 


ment and Silos. 
Public Health Ministry: 


Dr. Amir Zara 
as First ty Minister, 
Dr. Nabi Kamyar as Sec- 
ond Deputy Minister , Dr. 
Mohammad Asef CGhar- 
wal as President of Cura- 
tive Medicine, Dr. Moha- 
mmad Qasem as Head of 
Higher Medical Educat- 
ion Institute, Dr. Moham- 


mad Karim Nusheen as ' 
Anti . 


President of the 
Malaria Campaign Ins- 
titute, Dr. Mohamad Az- 
eem Karimzad as Vice 
President (Technical Aff- 
airs) the Anti-Malaria Ca- 


mpaign Institute, Noor 
Ahmad Malal as Vice 
President (Administrat- 


ion) the Anti-Malaria 
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Institute, Dr. Hessam 
Ma) as President 
of Mother and Ch-, 


ild Care Institute, Dr. 
Nesar Ali Nesar as Presi- 
dent of statistic 

ent, Dr Mohammad Akbar 
Saha as President of Rad-, 
iology Institute, Dr. Moh-— 
ammad Aseef Ayubi as, 


_ President of Chest Clinic. 


Dr. Mohammad Hussien 
Faizi as: President of Wa- 
zir Akbar Khan Hospit- 
al, Dr. Mohammad Azeem 
Rezazada as President of 
Women’s Hospital, Dr. Sa- 
tar Ibrahimi as President 
of Jamhouriat llospital, 
Dr. Mohammad Qasem™ 
Waziri as president of 
National Institute for Me’ 
dicai Laboratories, Dr. 


' Abdul Majid Hameed as. 


President of National In-~ 
stitute for Tuberculosis, 
Dr. Aisha Amir as Secre- 


_ tary General of the Fam- 


ily Guidance Association, 
Dr. Sayed Mohammad Sh- 
uaib Kaifi as President of 
Blood Bank, Dr. Ahmad 
Sami Ahmadzai a; Pres- 
ident of Medical Coll 


. Nangarhar University, 


Wahab Ashraf as Presid-' 
ext of Aliabad Health 
Institutes, Dr. Sayed Ba- 
shir as President of De- 
ntal Clinic and Eng. Mir- 
wais Habibi as President 








of Planning and Finance 
Department. 


Ministry of Agriculture 
and Land Reforms: ! 

Dr. Abdul Ghafar lLak- 
anwal as Deputy Minister 
(Administration), Abdu- 
llah Abed as President of 
the Afghan Fertiliser Co- 
Maqsood 
Shakori as President of 
so supervising 
Public Lands, Eng. Mo- 
hammad Hassan Rahimi 
as President of State Fa- 
rms, Ali Mohammad Kar- 
zai as President of Plant 
Protection and Quaranteen 
Department, Mobammad 
Yunus Azeem as Preside- 
nt (Administration) Land 
Reforms Departinent, and 
Najibullah as Vice Presi- 
dent pf Pakthia Develo- 
pment Project. 


Ministry of Mines and 
Industries: 


Eng. Abdul Tawab_ Ba- 
rek as President of oil 
Prospecting Department, 
Sultan Aziz as President 
of Herat Sabzak Coal Mi- 
ne, Eng. Abdul Ghafar Iq- 
bal as President of Afg- 
han Carpentry, Eng. \ioh- 
ammad Asef Hotaxi as 
President of Ginning and 
Pressing Plant of sikh, 
Abdul Samad Qayumi as 
President of Thermal Po- 
wer Plant of Mazare Sh- 
arif and Saleh Mohamm- 
ad Khawrai as Vice Pre- 
sident (Technical Affairs) 
of Thermal Power Plant 


of Mazare Sharif. 


Ministry of Water and 
Power: 


CSO: 4320 


Dip. Eng. Dost Moha- 
mmad Noori as President 
of Consultative and Eng- 
ineering Services, Eng. 
Adel Gharwal as _ Presid- 
ent of the Helmand Con- 
struction Unit, Eng. Aga 
Mohammad as Vice Pres- 
ident (Technicak Affairs) 
Helmand Construction Un- 
it, Dr. Mohammad Deen 
Zadran as President of 
Plannin Department, 
Ghazi Bad as esident 
(Administration), Eng. 
Abdul i Lali as Pres- 
ident of Construction Un- 
it of the Water Supply 
Networks and Mir Am- 
anuddin Zamani as Vice 
President of Electricity 
Board. 
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PREACHERS IN MOSQUES CONDEMN TERRORISTS ACTS 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 4 Mar 80 p 1 
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AFGHANISTAN 


DECISION TO DRAFT PROVISIONAL BASIC PRINCIPLES SUPPORTED 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 5 Mar 80 p 2 


"Provisional Basic Principles" ] 


{Editorial: 


[Text } 
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NONPARTY MEN RECEIVE POSITIONS 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 5 Mar 80 p 1 
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GOODS TO BE IMPORTED FROM USSR 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 5 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text } KABUL, March 5, (Ba-. 
khtar)— Following the 
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GIFTS FROM BULGARIA PRESENTED TO WORKER'S UNION 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 5 Mar 80 p 1 





AFGHAN [STAN 


[Text] KABUL,  & (Bas The Bakhtar report ad- 
khtar).— a function ds that speeches were 
heid at the auditorium of exchanged between Ha- 
the Democratic Or bib Mangal and Bulgar- 
ation for Afghan Youth ian Ambassador on frien- 
yesterday, the documents diy and brotherly —relat- 
pertaining to gifts ions existing between the 
ented by the polical bu ples of DRA and the 
reau of the Worker's Un- le’s Republic of 
‘ions of the People’s Rep- Bulgaria and the disinte- 
ublic of Bulgaria were rested cooperations of th- 
handed over to the DRA ese fraternal countries he- 
Worker's Union. aded by the USSR with 

The gifts include spor- the people of Afghanist- 
ting accessaries and prin- an and further expansion 
ting machinery whose do- of these friendly disinte- 
cuments were handed ov- rested relations. 
er by the Bulgarian Am- Likewise, gratitude was 
bassador, Stoyan Radosl- expressed for the large— 
avov to Dr. Habib Mangal, scale aids provided by 
member of the PDPA CC friendly countries to dcfe- 
and of RC, in charge of nd the glorious Saur Re- 
the central organisation volution especially its new 
department of PDPA'’s phase and fight against 
Social Organisations. imperialism and all reac- 

Also present in the ce- tionaries. 
remony were Satar Pur- 
deli, President of the Wo- 
rker’s Unions of Afghan- 
istan, Ghiyasi, first secr- 
etary of the Democratic 
Organisation for Afghan 
Youth and some memb- 
ers of the rian Em- 
bassy in Kabul. 
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CLERGY IN GHOR CONDEMN SUBVERSION 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 6 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text } 


cso: 
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Amin’s crimes and those 
committed by his _terror- 
ist band, they said when 
the oppressed people of 
Afghanistan including sc- 
holars and clergmen we- 
re humiliated and _ killed 
by those butchers where 
there 
sign | 
imperialism and its col- 
aborators to defend and 


ople of Afghan 


lost their interests in 
Afghanistan want to sow 
the seeds of discord am- 


ong the toiling people by 


the and _ wish- 
ed for further  soli- 
darity with their revolu- 
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AFGHANISTAN 


EDICT ISSUED FOR CALLING UP OF RECRUITS 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 9 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text] Kabul, March 9, (Bakhtar)--The following edict has been issued by 
the Revolutionary Council Presidium regarding the calling up of recruits 
early next spring. 


1. Twenty-one-year olds not eligible to deferment and those over this 
age upon the expiration of deferment shall be called up to be recruited 
in the armed or police forces or in the labour corps. 


2. Both central and local authorities will give priority to the calling 
up and recruiting able-bodied young men to safeguard the gains of the 
glorious Saur Revolution. 


3. At the behest of the Defence Minister, each unit shall supervise the 
placement of recruits and the discharge of those who have completed their 
military service after the arrival of their replacements. 


Conscripts who have proved their worth in giving battle shall be employed 
as cadets, etc., if they wished. 


Special attention should be paid to recruitment for action-oriented units 
border platoons, various police detachments and military educational 
institutes. 


4. The Minister of Internal Affairs as well as provincial governors will 
adopt necessary measures to facilitate recruitment and appoint authorized 
teams from local officials including party activists to implement these. 


Provincial recruitment centres will despatch the recruits as usual but the 
teams ought to see to it in remote areas. 


Provincial governors shell adopt measures to send to their respective 
units soldiers, and policemen and labour corps members who have left 
without official leave as well as others who have so far hesitated in 
reporting to the local recruiting centres. 


The recruiting teams will begin their nation-wide activities effective 
from March 15. 


49 











In recruiting, priority shall be given to those who have been registered 
with the recruiting centres. 


5. The Internal Affaire and Public Works Ministers will supervise the 
activities concerning the discharge and recruitment of soldiers according 
to Article 2 of this edict. 


6. The Minister of Communications will give priority to telephonic 
communications regarding the calling up of recruits early in spring. 


7. The Minister of Transport and Tourism should provide the recruits with 
means of transportation as demanded by provincial recruiting centres. 


8. The Minister of Public Health will assign a large number of doctors to 
speedily examine the recruits. 


9. The dmplementation of this edict will be supervised by General Abdul 
Qader, wember of RC Presidium, of the PDPA CC and head of the latter's 
defence and judicial section with the other ministers concerned. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


RED CRESCENT DISTRIBUTES WHEAT TO FLOOD VICTIMS 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 10 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] Farah, March 10 (Bakhtar)--More than two tons of relief wheat 
supplies were distributed to 50 families in Khake Safid, Farah Province 
recently. Distribution of the ARCS's aid to eligible people continues. 


Similarly more than 150 tons of wheat have been distributed to 350 flood 
victim families in Kandahar Province so far. 


The Afghan Red Crescent Society said Afs. 200,000 in cash, vegetable oil. 
cloth, blankets and other relief aids were also distributed by the 
officials concerned. 


Similarly ARCS's relief aid including 50 tons from the above wheat, 
vegetable oil, cash, blankets, cloth, etc., were distributed to 150 flood 
victims families in Helmand Province so far and the process continues. 

In Kandahar on March 3, about 1,102 houses and shops were ruined. 

Four persons were reported to have been killed by the floods but the 


extent of financial losses is not clear yet. According to Kandahar 
Governorate, a team of officials is to determine the extent of damages. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS WITH IRAN PROMOTED 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 10 Mar 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "Afghanistan, [ran Fight Imperialism"] 
|Text } 


Four Iranian nationals ja- 








iled on the instruction 
of Aminis were released 
on the order of the DRA 
Government in the lig- 
ht of the policy statem- 
ent of December 27, 1979 
and in view of the 
unbreakable ties of bro- 
therhood between Af- 
¢ghanistan and Iran. 
The two countries have 
lived as good neighbou- 
rs for years and the bo- 
nds of Islamic brotherh- 
ood are strong between 
them. The neighbou- 
rs have cultural resem- 
blence with fraternal 
ties between them still 
growing. The release of 
the prisoners interned 
during Amin’s reign of 
terror is a good will ge- 
strue as shown at 1 nu- 
mber of times by the 
government and peop- 
le of Afghanistan in the 
past. 


In his policy statement. 
Babrak Karmal addr- 
essing the Afghan nat- 
ion at the inception of 
the New Phase of the 
Saur Revolution said: 
“The Government of 


DRA while welcoming 
the national Islamic, 
anti—imperialist and 
anti—monarchical _rev- 
olution of the great ma- 


sses of the fraternal pe- - 


opies of Iran will take 
the initiative to bring 
closer and strengthen 
the friendship between 
the two friendly coun- 
tries bound by comm- 
on historical ties and in 
fact do not have the lea- 
st difference”. 


people 
and the government of 
the two countries. At a 
press interview on 23, 
January 1980, Babrak 
Karmal in reply to a 
question had said: “I 
am specially sure abo- 
ut the right--mindedn- 
ess of Imam Khomeini. 
his love for justice and 
the noble feelings whi- 
ch he harbours «about 
the Muslim World”. 
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ECONOMIC MEASURES APPROVED BY CABINET 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 10 Mar 80 pp 1, 4 







by individual :co- 


According to a proposal 
made by the Ministry of 
Commerce, the Council of 
Ministers approved the pu- 
rehase of 267 haulage ‘ru- 
cks from the Soviet Union 
for the AFSOTR Co:npa- 
ny at a total of more 
than 9,050,000 rubles. It 
was also decided that mo- 
nopoly commission, deal- 
er's fees and custom duti- 
es be levied on imported 
liquid as before. Lik- 
ewise, cooperation ag- 
reement signed between 
the, Chambers of Comm- 


pe ee 


Union was approved by 
the council. 


As proposed by the Mi- 
nistry of Public Works, 
- council —— that 
Ministry o nance 
should financially help 
the ‘Kabul Municipaliiy 
from its ordinary budget 
and the Water Supply 
Department hand over its 
tanker fleet to municipal 
authorities to facilitate 
the distribution of potab- 
le water in Khair Khana, 
the old town and other 
areas. 
Upon the proposal ma- 
de by the Ministry of Ag- 
riculture and Land Ref- 


= held recently in Ka- 

Fursher, it was decided 
that the existing small 
tractors be distributed am- 


ong farmers in the capital 


and provinces with a do- 
wn peyment of only 10° 
on a 3—year credit basis 
and cut rates. 
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As roqgmemes by the Mi- 
nistry Water and Pow- 
er, supplies and equipm- 
ent needed by the above 
shall be purchased at a 
total price of 2,255,000 do- 
ars from Czechoslovaki- 
an credit. 

Upon the proposal made 
by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, ~— and supp- 
lies for ucational Tele- 
vision will be bought from 
the companies _ tenderin 
the most favourable off- 
er. 

The council also decid- 
ed that the 980 tons of 
newsprints urgently nee- 
ded by the Government 


more 

and Da Afghanistan Ba- 
nk is to extend the purc- 
haser\a credit of Afs. 50 


gulations to effect the tr- 
ansaction. 

Furthermore, the coun- 
cil decided that Da Afgh- 
anistan Bank should all- 
ow the Ministry of Infor- 
mation aud Culture _to 
use its present premises 
up to the end of current 








Afghan year free of rent 
but the latter should cons- 
truct a new building to 
move to in the near futu- 
re. 
As proposed by the Mi- 
nistry of Transport, the 
draft contract toy ee 
on Soviet—made es 
was approved and the ‘a; 
tter shall be concluded wi- 
th the other -party as pr- 
oposed by the Ministry of 
Transport. 

The following decisions 
were made by the Council 
of Ministers on the basis 

‘parate proposals for- 
ied by the Ministry 

‘lines and Industries: 
1—A sunoplementary co- 

ntract with the Soviet Un- 
ion on delivery of spare 
parts for the Thermal 
Power Plant at Mazar at 
a total value of 47,900 do- 
lars from its own ordina- 
ry budget. 

2— A contract on analy- 
tical research to be about 
samples of oil and water 
from oil wells in the nor- 
‘th to the tune of 88,790 ru- 
bles with the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

3— The purchase of 115 
accessories for the Janga- 

lak Industrial Plants from 
the Soviet Union at a to- 
tal cost of 9€2,800 dollars. 

Moreover, the Council 
of Ministers decided that 
since Da Afghanistan Ba- 
nk has already repaid the 
Czechoslovakian credit in 
lieu of the Kandahar Fru- 
it Juice Plant, it is entit- 
led to demand its due fr- 
om the Ministry of Finan- 
ce. 

According to another Ba- 
khtar report the Council of 
Ministers also met Saturday 
night under the chairman- 
ship of Babrak Karmal, 
General Secretary of the 
PDPA CC, President of the 
RC and Prime Minister of 





DRA at the headquarters 
of the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil (Arg) studying and ma- 
king, Mecigions on the = reco- 
mmendations of the minist- 
ries specially . the recomm- 
endation of the Ministry of 
Planning Affairs regarding 
assig@vance for reactivation 
of economit cycle in the aff- 
ected areas, according to 
instructions issued earlier, 
and approved and endors- 
ed their implementation. 
Amin and his band had 
deviated from principles ot 


scientific planning and na- 


tional economic devclop- 
meat from their right co- 
urse as'a result of anti- 
national collusion 
world imperialism _replac-) 
ing them by the so-called 

democratic progress, sec- 
urity, legality and justice 

just for massacres, torture, 
looting of houses and villa- 
ges and even pillaging of 
national wealth, the omin- 
ous heritage of which is no- 
thing but destruction, cri- 
mes and paralysing of eco- 
nomic activities. 

The Ministry of Planning 
Affairs following the  poli- 
cy of the New Phase of the 
Saur Revolution in the fr- 
amework of short and long 
term socio-economic and 
cultural plans of the DRA 
to assist reactivation of 
cconomic cycle in the af- 
fected areas will do the fol- 
lowing : 

1, Careful assessment of 
such areas and determining 
of the working hours in 
these areas keeping in v'ew 
the regional and time _re- 
quirements. 

2—Working out aid _pro- 
grammes and determining 
the type of work which sh- 
ould be done in these re- 


‘gions with due considerati- 


on to economic chezracter- 
istics of each region. 

This will include the fol- 
lowing activities; 


—Construction and re- 
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pajr of roads, irrigation 
networks such as conduits, 
karaizes and other irrigati- 
on facilities and supply of 
drinking water to the re- 
gions wheré drinking  wa- 
ter is needed. 

—Repair and setting up 
communication networks. 

—Reviving cottage _ ind- 
ustries which have alrea- 
dy been damaged. ; 

—Putting into effect a 
number of other measures 
which help economic ac- 
tivity revive in these reg- 
ions and provide the gro- 
und for employment to a 
number of people. Paym- 
ent of appropriate wages, 
in cash and kind, to these 
people. 

—-Providing work 
lities and equipment such 
as ploughs and simple ag- 
ricultural tools and animals 
used in agricultural affa- 


taci- 


‘ws under easy terms. 


—Supply of cultivation 
seeds and chemical fertili- 
zer under most favourable 
terms in accordance with 
the prevailing situation of 
each region. 

—Provision of credits for 
peasants, livestock bvreed- 
ers and small enterprene- 
urs under easy terms. 

4—Establishment of state 
shops for consumers in the 
affected regions and supp 
ly of public essential com- 
modities such as cotton 
textiles Sugar, tea, kero- 
sene oil, soap, matches 
etc. under easy terms. 

5—Drawing up a _ loan 
programme and taking po- 
ssible measures to build 
new houses for families who 








have lost theirs or fur 
their damaged houses. 
Likewise, for the purpose 
of reactivating the urban 
economy in addiion to the 
measures already taken 
by the ministries and orga- 
nisations concerned, acti- 
ons shonid also be taken 
for expansion of housing 
activity with the object to 
provide employment ior 
those factory workers who 
have lost their jobs or th- 
ose who come to towns in 
search of employment. 

—Encouraging constiuc- 
tion of private houses ia 
addition to the state hous- 
ing consruction programme 
and removing obstacles in 
this connection. 

Inspite of its priority the 
above is relatively a long 
term programme and will 
include drafting of plan, 
feasibility studies, determ- 
ining its organisation and 
the mode of its implemen- 
tation. 
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HERAT GOVERNOR MEETS ULEMA 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text ] 
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HERAT, March 11, (Ba- 
khtar).— Herat Governor 


visited a large number of — 


Herat citizens in his offi- 
ce yesterday afternoon 
and drew their attention 
toward their national and 
revolutionary responsibi- 
lities in the light of the 
victory of the new phase 
of Saur Revolution. 


Speaking with schola- . 


rs, clergy, tradesmen and 
others representing the 
six precincts of Herat, 
the governor said in this 
sensitive and historic sta- 
ge of national history, us- 
eful steps are taken un- 
der the PDPA leadership 
to flourish the homeland, 
reactionary forces in coll- 
aboration with American 
imperialism, Pakistani 


4920 


reactionary circles and 
their accomplices by the- 
ir intervention in the int- 
ernal affairs pf Afghanis- 
tan have caused popular 
hatred and indignition at 
home and among the pro- 
= ive forces in the wor- 
ld. 

The governor asked the 
people to strengthen the- 
ir unity and solidarity in 
order to realise the asp- 
irations of the new phase 
of the Saur Revolution to 
ensure justice, equality 
and brotherhood, praying 
for national progress un- 
der the new leadership . 

In response, the audien- 
ce, expressed their back- 
ing for the objectives of 
the progressive regime. 
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KARMAL DIRECTIVE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY PRAISED 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Mar 80 p 2 


[Editorial: "Protection of Private Property"] 


[Text } 


Under the directive issued 
by Babrak Karmal ll 
those who have got th- 


eir private properties 
illegally sequestered un- 


Since the directive  stiy- 
ulated that some of the 
private assets so seized 
might have been pilfer- 
ed, many people who 
had happened to he vi- 
ctims of the anti—nat- 
jonal and = anti-democr- 
atic policy pursued bv 
that CIA agent were 
apprehensive that there 
was left nothing worth- 
wile to claim. : 

Those who detect 2 flaw 
in each step taken und- 
er progresive regimes 
were of the opinion that 
the directive was only 
a strategem to appease 
the dissident and rally 
more people behind the 
party and government 
now faced with some tr- 
oubles on the part of 
the elements instigated 


¢ 


by US imperialism, Ch- 
inese chauvinism and 
Pakistani reaction. 


But the truth dawned on 


everybody eventually. 
The government was 


sincere in its sympathy 


with those who had he- 
en victimized by the sa- 
vages who thrived on 
incarcerations, tortures 
and evén massacres, let 
alone seizures. 


Now more and more pe- 


ople approach various 
agencies concerned to 


get their. private hous- 
es, apartments. shops. 
etc. against the deeds 
thereof and there was 
nothing fishy about the 
directive and no _ propa- 
ganda stunt involved 
in the announcement 
at all. 


Evidently, those who get 


their private properties 
back greatly appreciate 
the present regime’s hu- 
man sympathy and se- 
nse of legality and just- 
ice. And they, for the fi- 
rst time since the incep- 
tion of the Saur Revo- 
lution, realize that the- 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PEASANTS TO RECEIVE SEEDS, FERTILIZER 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text] Mazar-i-Sharif, March 11 (Bakhtar)--The joint team composed of 
authorised representatives from the Ministries o! Agriculture and Land 
Reforms, and Transport and Tourism and the Afghan Fertiliser Company 
arrived in Mazar-i-Sharif to organise the delivery, transfer and distribu- 
tion of wheat, barley, cotton seeds and fertilisers supplied by the 

Soviet Union. 


At a meeting held in Balkh Provirce attended by local governor and 
representatives of the Agricultural Development Bank, State Farms, Afghan 
Fertiliser Company and the joint team, the transfer and distribution of 
the above commodities to peasants in Balkh, Jauzjan, Faryab, Samangan, 
Baghlan, Takhar, Kunduz and Bamiyan provinces were discussed in accordance 
with the quotas fixed by the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reforms, 
taking necessary decisions. 


A similar team has arrived in Herat to organise the transfer and distribu- 
tion of wheat, barley, cotton seeds and fertilisers arriving from the 
Soviet Union via Torghundi. The team discussed this with representatives 
of departments concerned and took the necessary decisions. 
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USSR PRESENTS TOOLS, EQUIPMENT TO DRA 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 12 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


urism worksh- 
ops set up in Mazar-Shar- 
if, Kundus, Herat and Ka- 
ndahar. It has further agr- 
eed to despatch to Afgh- 
anistan a number of its 
experts to install the equ- 
ipment and operate the 
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Export Company while 


ation. 
In line with the DRA po- 


licy statement, the High- 
way Transport Departm- 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MILITARY EXERCISES REPORTED IN LOGAR PROVINCE 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 13 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text] Kabul, March 13 (Bakhtar)--A large number of local people including 
elders, dignitaries and young boys saw the military exercises carried out 
near Puli Alam, Logar Province yesterday by unit 45, division 7 of Central 
Garrison of armed forces of Afghanistan. 


At the end of the exercise which lasted two hours Maj Khalil, member of 
PDPA CC, RC and commander of the central garrison and Kabul Garrison 
spoke to the gathering explaining the aims of the state for the welfare 
and comfort of the people of Afghanistan. 


The armed forces of Afghanistan, he said, are stuggling day and night to 
safeguard the territorial integri':y, independence and national sovereignty 
of Afghanistan and will make every sacrifice for the homeland. 


At the end of Maj. Khalil's cemarks some people from the audience promised 
every cooperation to the heroic armed forces of Afghanistan. 
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DR RATEBZAD ENDS VISIT TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES In English 13 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] Kabul, March 13 (BAKHTAR)--Dr. Anahita Ratebzad, member of the 
Politburo of PDPA CC, and RC and minister of education of DPA, wound up 
her visit on March 11 to Socialist Republic of Czechoslovakia. 


During her stay in that country, Dr. Ratebzad held talks with Gustav Husak, 
Secretary-General of Communist Party CC and President and other leaders 
of that country. 


Similarly, a cooperation agreement between the education ministries of the 
two countries was signed by Dr. Anahita and minister of education of 
Czechoslovakia for training skilled personnel. 


Prior to her departure from Prague, Dr. Ratibzad expressed thanks for the 
solidarity of the government and people of Socialist Republic of 
Czechoslovakia tothe glorious Saur Revolution of DRA. 


The Minister of Education added that “our country is not alone and we 
are enjoying the support of the progressive nations of the world." 


CSO: 4920 


63 











AFGHANISTAN 


NEW NATURAL GAS DEPOSITS DISCOVERED 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 16 Mar 80 p 3 


[Text] As a result of efforts made by local and foreign experts, two 
new gas deposits, one called Zamarudsia and the other known as Jangale 
Kalan have been discovered recently. 


The former located 58 kilometres from Shiberghan yields 89.7 cubic 
metres in 24 hours and also produces 110 cubic metres of condensite. 
The latter situated 47 kilometres from the centre of Jauzjan Province 
yields 220 cubic metres and depth-wise, it is the most convenient of 
all sites discovered so far in Afghanistan. 


Further, the amount of sulphur contents in the gas topped here is only 
0.84 percent. 


However, the deposits in Jarqaduq area have yielded during the past 8 years, 
2 billion cubic metres of gas and 20,000 tons of condensite per annum. 
And the deposits would be depleted within 22 years. 


The Jarqaduq Project covers 22 natural gas wells, 2 desulphurization and 
decarbon dioxidation plants which will be completed at the end of the 
current Afghan year (1358). The gas so tapped will be utilized in running 
lecal industries and producing thermal electric power. 


According to a contract signed between the Afghanistan National Petroleum 
Company and the Soviet Mitprof Export Company, the latter has undertaken 
to ship and deliver all the necessary equipment and supplies. And the 
project costing 38 million roubles shall be financed from a Soviet credit. 


Each of the 22 gas wells has the capacity of producing more than one billion 
cubic metres annually. 


Technical and economic surveys, work on the wells for production purposes, 
building desulphurization decarbon dioxidation and drying plants and 
building a pipeline have been completed in this area. 


Furthermore, another pipeline carrying gas to Shiberghan for local industries 
and cooking purposes will be extended in the near future. 


During the initial 8 years, 2 billion cubic metres of gas per annum but in 
later years, this will gradually decline. The total deposits have been 
estimated at 30 billion cubic metres to last 22 years. 


64 


cSoO: 4920 











AFGHANISTAN 


OIL AND GAS PROSPECTING ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 16 Mar 80 p 3 


[Text] This year 45,000 metre drilling for petroleum prospecting and 
exploration has been carried out in northern regions of Afghanistan. 


Talking to a reporter of the KABUL NEW TIMES, head of oil and gas pros- 
pecting planning department, north of Afghanistan, Dr. Ansar Sekandari 
said: The activities of oil and gas prospecting department covering 
north, northwestern and western parts of the country, includes explora- 
tory drilling to determine the oil and gas reserves based on geological 
and geophysical studies. 


After the discovery feasibility studies on gas and oil reserves, the 
extraction wells will be sunk, to be followed by extension of pipelines, 
construction of oil and gas complexes to make these energy sources 
available for use in consumer industries. 


Similarly establishment of complexes for petro-chemical by-products 
including construction of fertilizer, oil refinery and gas liquifying 
plants are part of the project. 


The National Petroleum Company of Afghanistan, responsible for implementa- 
tion of general policy of DRA in the field of oil and gas prospecting and 

exploration, is making persistent efforts to arrange its programme in 

line with scientific principles and to achieve the speedy economic growth 

of the country to the interest of oppressed people of Afghanistan. 


The Company was established in 1974 in Kabul and began its operation in 
the following year. The main activities of the company are to preserve 
and develop the natural resources of gas and petroleum and adopt appro- 
priate measures for maximum economical use of the same resources, noted 
Sekandari. 


As regards the drilling work during 1979, Dr. Sekandari said: The total 
volume of gas and petroleum prospecting drilling in different areas in 
the north was estimated at 30,000 metres of which 26,500 metres have so 
far been carried out. 
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The volume of gas extraction drilling at Jarqaduq area was estimated 
15,000 metves and so far 13,500 metre of drilling is carried out. 


He said the overall construction drilling until the end of 1358 reached 


9959 metres, the exploratory drillings ‘7,200 metres and that of extrac- 
tion drilling, 13,773 metres. 


CSO: 4920 


66 














AFGHANISTAN 


POLITICAL PRISONERS RELEASED IN HERAT 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 17 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text] Herat, March 17, (BAKHTAR)--Dastagir Pa-njsheri, member of the 
PDPA CC Politburo and of the RC yesterday afternoon met 87 political 
prisoners in Herat who had been deceived 40 days ago through demagogic 
propaganda and agents of US and British imperialism and Chinese and 
Pakistani reaction and consequently had disturbed the peaceful life of 
Herat citizens by staging treacherous demonstrations at the instigation 
of the above enemies of Afghanistan. 


Explaining the policy guidelines of the Party and DRA Government to those 
prisoners, Panjsheri said the main aim of the Party and government under 
the new phase of revolution was to ensure the democratic rights and 
liberties of the people, reeducate them with a sense of patriotism, 
ensure peaceful work and make them irreconcilable to reaction, imperial- 
ism, oppression and parasitism and achieve social progress for the 
oppressed masses of free and independent Afghanistan. 


By the virtue of these human rights guidelines of the Party and government 
and as instructed by the PDPA CC and Babrak Karmal, General Secretary of 
PDPA CC, President of DRA, cases concerning political prisoners in Herat 
were assessed by an authorised commission composed of Party representatives 
and security officers and 87 of them were released. 


Declaring their freedom, Panjsheri said "Now that you return to the warmth 
of your families you should convey the greetings of the party, government 
and RC President to your close relatives, the long-suffering Muslim people 
of Herat and ask them not to listen any more to the demagogic propaganda 
of the pseudo Muslims and not to fall prey to the conspiracies hatched 

by bandits, murderers and hirelings of American and British imperialism, 
Chinese agitators, Pakistani reaction, Egypt and Israel. On the contrary, 
they should rally behind the party, government, the revolutionary armed 
forces and the police to protect their national independence and territorial 
integrity. Moreover, they ought to take part in a revolutionary manner 

in the safeguarding of their homeland, and the gains of glorious Saur 
Revolution." 


The ceremony was also attended by secretary of the provincial party committee, 
the local governor, commander of the military garrison, and other officials. 
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According to another report, to support the new phase of the glorious 
Saur Revolution and unveil the conspiracies of the agents of reaction, 

US imperialism and reactionary forces of the region and the world a grand 
meeting was held by the officers, cadets and soldiers in Herat garrison 
yesterday afternoon, 


Following the recitation of few verses from the Holy Koran, Dastigir 
Panjsheri said the party and government wants to ensure democratic rights 
and liberties of the suffering people of Afghanistan and build a blossoming 
and welfare society. 


"Our valorous people" he added “appreciating the distinterested aids 
supplied by our friendly neighbouring country, the Soviet Union, strongly 
condemn the venomous propaganda launched by internal reaction and agents 
of American and British imperialism, Chinese chauvinism and Pakistani 
reactionary circles against the limited Soviet military contingents 
despatched at the request of the legal government of Afghanistan to help 
the DRA armed forces to safeguard Afghan independence and national 
sovereignty.” 


After denouncing the demagogic propaganda and interferences of US 
imperialism, Chinese chauvinism and Pakistani reactionary forces in DRA 
internal affairs, Panjsheri said "you brave soldiers standing firm to 
defend the independence and national sovereignty of Afghanistan have the 
duty at this sensitive stage of the new phase of Saur Revolution to fulfill 
your mission and foil the conspiracies of the enemies of Saur Revolution." 


Afterwards, the Garrison Commander said the armed forces of Afghanistan 


_ been carrying out their historic mission in defending their sacred 
an . 


At the end, a concert was given by the garrison art troupe. 


The meeting was also attended by local governor secretary to the provincial 
party committee and other party and government members. 
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CITIZENS URGED TO PLANT, PROTECT SAPLINGS 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 18 Mar 80 p 2 


[Editorial: "How To Make Kabul Green?"] 


IText | 


On the eve of cach Afgh- 
an .New Year Day, the 
Kabul Municipality and 
its citizens plant thous- 
ands of fruit trees and 
decorative bushes in pa- 
rks, along the streets 
and in private houses 
and orchards. But not 
many of these stay alive 
long enough t blossom 
or shade, especially th- 
ose bought with public 
funds and planied und- 
er the supervisiun of ho- 
rdes of municipal off- 
icials paid from the pu- 
blic treasury. 

Once a public—-spirited 
wit remarked “Should 
we find the total num- 
ber of saplings plan- 
ted since the past 40 ye- 
ars, all the bare moant- 
ains in Afghanistan wo- 
uld be now covered wi- 
th all sorts of trees, let 
alone the plains”. 

And he was so right. Dur- 
ing the above period, at 
least 2008 million saplin- 
gs were reportedly plan- 
ted in every town and 
village while the entire 
country is so bare esp- 
ecially if iooked from an 
aircraft. 


No doubt that efforts have 


been indeed made to 
make the country green 
each spring, but plant- 
ing saplings is one th- 
ing and maintaining -th- 
ese is quite another. 


Saplings are like children. 


They are tender and ne- 
ed loving care. If a sapl- 
ing is planted and then 
feft to the mercy of clec- 
ments or vandals for 
that matter, there would 
be nothing left of it af- 
ter a few weeks re. 
Especially in co es 
like Afghanistan \. “re 
precipitation is so little 
and actually the entire 
life depends cn irrigat- 
ion. And trees need 
much more rare. 


The Ministry of Agricul- 


ture in previous years 
was able to introduce 
better strains of fruit 
trees and many new de- 
corative bushes, on sale 
in its various nurseries 
around Kabul and else- 
where. But no single mi- 
nistry can protect the 
saplings once they are 
planted, nor dves any 
municipality in any te- 
wn if the citizens them- 
selves are not public— 
spirited enough to look 
after these. 
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The municipal authorit- 


ies no doubt can. encour- 
age the citizens: to : fo- 
rm volunteer committ- 


ees (as suggested:in a 


letter publighed in the 
“Letters.to the Editor 
Column” in this issue) 
to see to it that the to- 
wn is made green in a 
few years time by cut- 
ting off the hands. of 
vandals on the one hand 
and through regular wa- 
tering on the other. 


But there are not only va- 


ndals to think of. Anim- 
als too do the trees and 
especially the tendei sa- 
plings a great deal of 
harm. Especially goxts 
are so destructive thai 
the government author- 
ities after taking care 
of more serious problems 
are expeced to do som- 
ething about them. 


It is said tht the Roman 


Empire was destroyed 
by goats rather than by 
Goths. If this is not true, 
the Ottoman Empire 
was. One can still not- 
ice the signs of havoc 
played with the Balkan 
countries by goats or 
herds of them kept by 
the ruling Turks. Only 














in recent years, the pe- 

ople in these countries 
have been able to grow 
trees to cover their hare 
meuntains. 

For instance, in Bulgaria 
which is very advanced 
in both viniculture and 
horticulture, each indi- 
vidual is obligated to 
join the tree—planting 
teams once a year. That 
is why almost all the 
mountains there are co- 
vered with accacia trees 
which are hardy enough 
and. need little water. 

Afghanistan can learn a 
lot from the Balkan co- 
untries as they have be- 
gun from almust a scar- 
tch since the Second 
World War and reached 

-an advanced stage in 
both agriculture and 
industrialization . 

But it can also avoid the 

problems caused by _ in- 

dustrialization such as 
air and water pollution 
and traffic congestion. 

But trees again can con- 

tribute a great deal by 

purifying the air, supp- 
lying fuel and veilding 

a lot of fruits that each 

country can partly cons- 

ume and partiv export 
to build a society of pl- 
enty. 
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NEW DARI-RUSSIAN DICTIONARY DESCRIBED 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 18 Mar 80 pp 3, 4 
[Article by Khal Nazar Uralzadah] 


[Text] Dari is one of the literary and official languages of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan. 


During the last years scientific, cultural, economic and technical coopera- 
tions have been expanded between the Soviet Union and the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan. In the Orientalogy Department of USSR Academy 

of Sciences Dari is studied as an independent language among the languages 
belonging to Aryan language group. 


The Soviet orientalists have made remarkable scientific contribution towards 
the study of languages spoken in Afghanistan. 


There are a good number of Russian scholars who are busy studying in 
Doshanbe the lexicography of Dari language. 


In 1978 the Russian Language Publishing Agency stationed in Moscow published 
the first Dari-Russian dictionary. It was compiled by Kisilova, a member 

of the Orientalogy Department of the Academy of Sciences of the Soviet 
Union in cooperation with philologist V. A. Micolaichick, the scientific 
advisor to this work and Dari language expert residing in Moscow. 


The classical Dari language was a literary and official language for 
several countries from 9th to 15 centuries A.D. The contemporary Dari 
language of the people of Afghanistan has attracted the attention of many 
scholars for long years too. 


A number of Russian, European and American scholars and researchers have 
talked in their studies about Kabuli Farsi, Afghani Farsi, Tajeki Farsi, 
Dari language and Kabuli Dari and so forth. 


Like Pashtu the Dari language has not only been the spoken language but 
also the medium of education, culture, press, literature and official 
documents. 








With the development 
of cultural and economic 
relations between the Sov- 
iet Union and DRA and 
the teaching of Dari lang- 
uage in the Moscow, Leni- 
ngrad and Tashkent univ- 
ersities a great need was 
fe't for printing Russian 
text books particularly 
dictionaries in both lang- 
uages to include scientific 
terms. 

The Dari- Russian dicti- 
on) » is the first dictiona- 
ry ever published in the 
Soviet Union. For the co- 
mpilation of this dictiona- 
ry use has been made of 
authors of dari literature 
and the luxecography so- 
urces in Afghanistan and 
the Soviet Union. 


The dictionary includes 
21,000 basic spoken and 
popular words used by the 
Kabul citizens. Technical 
and constructional words 
constitute most of the wo- 
rds embodied in this dic- 
tionary. Arabic. Pashtu, 
English, Russian, and Tu- 
rkish words such as unive- 
rsity, appendix, attache’, 
international etc. have al- 
so been included in this 
dictionary. 

Dari words are arrang- 
ed in Arabic alphabetical 
order and the pronouncia- 
tion of words is expressed 


CSO: 4920 


in latin words followed by 
grammatical signs and Ru- 
ssian translation. The way 
this dictionary is compil+ 
ed is highly conducive to 
the learning of a langua- 
ge . It is infact a valuable 
source helping beginners 
and researchers to make 
use of words used in bo- 
th languages, Dari and 
Russian. With the help of 
this book one can learn to 
some extent Russian lang- 
uage because it explains 
all) the basic grammatical 
points, including gender 
and accent of words used 
in Russian language. 

At the end of the dictio- 
nary more than 1 prese- 
nt tense verbs used in Da- 
ri have been added. 


The first Dari-Russian 
dictionary has the follow- 
ing shortcomings however: 

1— the number of copies 
printed is very small. It 
is put out in 3000 copies. 

2— Its size is very sim- 
all covering only 21,000 
words. 

3— It would have been 
much better if a brief Dari 
grammer had been added 
to it. 

However these shortco- 
ming does not do any ha- 
rm to the value attached 
to this book. It is very us- 
eful) for students learing 
Russian as well as Dari 
languages. 
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PALESTINIANS IN USSR SUPPORT DRA 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 19 Mar 80 p 1 


— a 


KABUL, March 19, (Ba- The historical slander- 
khtar).— The Information ous campaign instigated 
Department of the Minis- by imperialistic henchm- 
try of Foreign Affairs re- en around the so—called 
ports that the PIO office |“Afghan issue” and a “thr- 
in Moscow submitted re- eat” of the Soviet Unien 
cently the following dec- is actually aimed 
laration of the Pa’'estine attempt to cover their in- 
Students Community in terests in the Near and 
the USSR, which runiber Middie East as well as to 
1500, to the Embassy of give a free hand to a new 


[Text } 
























Stadent’s Confer- 
ence, declare that we give 
our full suppert te the st- 
ruggie of the hervic peeo- 
ute oa ie 
ople’s Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan against § Uzity with 
the ef inter. ing forces 
national cie- by a true 
cles inspired the tions struggling fer their 
pn a OR independence—great Se 
The victery of the Apr- § Viet_ Union. 
il Revolution is a new vi- Once again we confirm 
ctory of the interantional °F solidarity with your 
revolutionary movement just struggle. 
—<_- Revolution till triumph! 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM CONGOLESE WORKERS' PARTY 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 20 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] Kabul, March 20 (BAKHTAR)--According to the Information Department 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the following message has been despatch- 
ed to the PDPA CC by the Central Committee of the Congolese Workers Party: 


Dear comrades, 


We are honoured to thank you through this message for the fraternal friendly 
hospitality accorded us during the stay in Kabul by a delegation from the 
central committee of our party on a fact-finding mission in your beautiful 
country. 


The presence in Kabul of our delegation in a sensitive time when the Afghan 
nation fights international imperialism and local reaction under your 
leadership to safeguard the Saur Revolution, national independence and 
sovereignty represented the solidarity of our party and nation with your 
struggle for peace, social justice and freedom of the Afghan nation. 


Dear comrades, 


Assuring you of our revolutionary solidarity we ask you to accept our 
fraternal regards. 


Foreign Relations Department 


The Congolese Workers Party CC Politburo. 
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PAKISTANI LABOR UNION EXPRESSES SUPPORT 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 20 Mar 80 p 4 
[Text] Dear comrade, President of the Worker's Union of Afghanistan, 


The Pakistan Federation of Labour Unions, a member of the World Federation 
of Labour Unions, representing 200,000 Pakistani workers expresses its full 
support to the revolutionary government in Afghanistan led by Babrak Karmal 
and assures you that this support is expanding. The federation condemns 
all actions of Pakistani government authorities who cannot represent the 
people of Pakistan and side with imperialism. This federation also pledges 
to work for closer relations with the working progressive and democratic 
people of Afghanistan. 


The federation is confident that the anti-people and anti-democratic plots 
hatched by Pakistani authorities against the working class will be doomed 
to failure. The Pakistani authorities not representing the people will 
find the designs of their imperialist masters foiled as a result of the 
march by progressive humanity. 


Your brother 
Bashir Ahmad 
General Secretary of Pakisten Federation of Labour Unions. 
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BRIEFS 


GIFTS FROM SOVIET WOMEN--Kabul, Feb. 28 (BAKHTAR)--Mrs. Efonafa, director 
of International Relations committee of the Soviet Women presented gifts 
including children clothing and books to Suraya, president of the 
Democratic Women Organisation of Afghanistan which was accepted with 
thanks. The Soviet guest is in Kabul at the head of a delegation. [Text] 
[Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 28 Feb 80 p 4] 


AUSTRALIAN PEAC™ OFFICIAL--Kabul, March 16 (BAKHTAR)--Sam Goldbloom, 
Deputy Head of Australian Peace Council and member of the Presidium of 
the World Peace Council arrived here for talks at the invitation of 
Afghanistan Peace Organisation yesterday afternoon. He was welcomed at 
the Kabul International Airport by some members of the international 
relations committee of the PDPA CC. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES 

in English 16 Mar 80 p 1] 


TENTS FROM MONGOLIA--Kabul, March 20 (BAKHTAR)--Two large camps for officials 
of state farms and live-stock breeders were presented to the Ministry and 
Agriculture by the People's Republic of Mongolia. The documents for this 
were presented to the Minister of Agriculture and Land Reform, Fazl Rrahim 
Momand by the Ambassador of the People's Republic of Mongolia Mangalzhavyn 
Dash at the Kabul Sports Stadium yesterday morning which were accepted with 
thanks. Both the minister and the Ambassador spoke on friendly relations 
between the two countries, calling presentation of the above camps valuable 
in strengthening these relations. Equipped with all facilities, these 
camps will be displayed on Farmers Day. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES 

in Englis+ 20 Mar 80 p 4] 


FLOOD DAMAGE--Lashkargah, March 20 (BAKHTAR)--More than 3,800 houses were 
destroyed in Nawah, Garmser, Made Ali, Girishk and Lashkargah of Helmand 
Province and crop of 26,000 jeribs of land wis washed away in recent 
floods, reported a source of the Helmand Governorate. The flood also hit 
irrigation networks in that province causing a loss [of] afs. 5,000,000. 
The ARCS6 has distributed wheat, vegetable oil, cash money and tents to 
the victims, the source added. The extent of damage is still being assessed. 
A source of the Emergency Preparedness Office said that afs. one million, 
1,500 blankets, 10,000 metres cloth and 500 tents were rushed to the flood 
victims which is in addition to the ARCS's relief aid. [Text] [Kabul 

KABUL NEW TIMES in English 20 Mar 80 p 1] 
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AMBASSADOR TO PHILIPPINES--Kabul, March 11 (BAKHTAR)=-The Information 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs reports that the agreement 
asked for Abdul Hamid Mohtat, the DRA ambassador to Japan to serve as DRA's 
non-resident ambassador to the Philippines has been received recently. 
[Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Mar 80 p 1) 


SUGAR FROM USSR--Kabul, March 10 (BAKHTAR)--A contract on purchasing 

30,000 tons of sugar to be paid for in cash and 7,900 tons of sugar as 
grant-in-aid from the USSR was signed in Kabul yesterday afternoon and 

its documents exchanged. The contract was signed by President of Government 
Monopoly and representative of Soviet Vestogintorg Company. On the basis 
of the agreement of March 1, 1979, the goods to be imported to DRA as 
grant-in-aid from the Soviet Union are to be delivered between 1980-84 

this includes 7,900 tons of sugar which will be made available during the 
next Afghan year. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Mar 80 p 4) 


USSR WHEAT ACCORD--Kabul, March 10 (BAKHTAR)--An agreement on delivering 
wheat, oats and cotton-seeds was signed between the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Land Reforms and the Soviet Embassy commercial agency in Kabul yester- 
day. According to this, the Soviet Union will provide 5,000 tons of wheat 
and oate seeds and 2,000 tons of cotton-seeds as a grant-in-aid to the DRA 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reforms. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES 

in English 11 Mar 80 p 4} 


OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS--Kabul, March 10 (BAKHTAR)--The secretariat of the 
Council of Ministers reports that the following appointments have been made 
after endorsement by Babrak Karmal, President of RC and Prime Minister: 
Ministry of Water and Power: Eng. Ahmad Shah Surkhabi as Deputy Minister. 
Ministry of Public Health: Dr. Dad Mohammad Habib as President of Foreign 
Relations, Dr. Mohammad Ismail Kabiri as President of Health Affairs 
Institution, Dr. Safia as President of Intermediate Education, Assadullah 
Enayat as Vice President of Cadres Department, Dr. Samee Faryar as Vice 
President of Mother and Child Care and Dr. Murad Ali Roshandil as Vice 
President of Pharmacy Affairs. Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Abdullah Bahar, 
Director General of Economic Affairs. Ministry of Internal Affairs: 

Malang Raouf as President of Inspection at the Kabul Municipality. From 
the above appointments four comprise party and the balance non-party men. 
[Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Mar 80 p 4] 


CONSUMER GOODS FROM USSR--Kabul, March 10 (BAKHTAR)-~-A DRA delegation left 
for Soviet Union yesterday to select consumer goods worth 100 million rubles 
as 4 grant-in-aid extended by the USSR to Afghanistan. The delegation is 
headed by Mehr Chand, President of Domestic Trade, Ministry of Commerce 

and representatives of that ministry, Civil Servant Cooperative, Military 
Coop., and Importers Unions. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 

ll Mar 80 p 4) 


TRUCKS FROM USSR--Kabul, March 9, (BAKHTAR)--The contract for 367 trucks 
worth rubles 9,050,900 was signed in Kabul between Afghan and Soviet 
authorities. The contract was signed in presence of Deputy Minister of 
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Commerce Abdul Salam and acting trade representative of the Soviet Union 
in Kabul Romyansiv, by the president of AFSOTR Co, and the representative 
of Soviet Afto-Export Co. Fidotov at 5:30 p.m. yesterday. [Text] 

{Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 9 Mar 80 p 4) 


FLOOD DAMAGE--Lashkargah, March 10 (BAKHTAR)--Nine houses were demolished 
at Lashkargah, 100 swept away in Qalai Bost and considerable agricultural 
outputs washed away in the wake of recent floods in Helmand Province. 

The President of the Helmand and Arghandab valleys Development Authority 
visited the affected areas while the Red Crescent relief asusistance 

to the victims continues. Similarly, 75 houses were damaged and crops 
washed away in Crishk, Nahre Seraj and a number of small villages causing 
a total loss of about Afs.$46,600. Fifty two houses in Siestani and 15 
in Karezi Sadi villages were demolished and also 3,000 acres of cultivable 
land washed away in the same province. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES 

in English 10 Mar 80 p 1) 


RELIEF TO FLOOD VICTIMS--Kandahar, March 5, (BAKHTAR)--The victims of the 
recent floods in Kandahar are receiving relief aids. A team of officials 

is to estimate loss of life and damages caused by the flood. The victims 
are provided with tents, blankets, wheat, flour, vegetable oil, medicine 

and residential quarters by local avthorities in cooperation with the Afghan 
Red Crescent Society as well as the provincial education and public health 
departments. Similarly, local national patriotic merchants donated 

Afs. 100,000 for rebuilding of four mosques and Afs. 100,000 to relieve 

last Monday's flood victims. Kandahar Governor has expressed gratitude 


for these patriotic gestures. [Text] [Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 
5 Mar 80 p 1] 
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BAHRAIN 


PRIME MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON NATIONAL STABILITY 
Paris AL~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 12 Jan 80 pp 24-25 


[Interview by Riyadh Najib al-Rayyis with Prime Minister Khalifa bin Salman 
Al-Khalifa, in al-Manamah: “Before the Glass of Stability is Broken; 
Bahrain's Prime Minister says: ‘Information Is as Important as Defense and 
the Word Is the Equivalent of the Tank'"; date not given} 


[Text] Islamic history tells us that some 1100 years ago, in the 9th and 
10th centuries A.D., the state of the Qarmatians, which was located near 
Basrah in Iraq, urged the people to revolt against the Abbasid caliphs 
because they were Sunnites. This was the last time that the Islamic regimes 
confronted each other on the basis of sect membership. 


On Monday, 24 Sept 79, the ruler of a certain country, through one of |i» 
assistants urged the inhabitants of a neighboring country who belong to che 
same sect as he does, to revolt against their ruler because he belongs to a 
different sect. The country that called for revolution was Iran, and the 
country *o which the call was issued was Bahrain. 


If it were possible to divide history into slices of time, it could be said 
that the people of the Gulf--and especially the Bahrainis--will continue 

to remember this day as a day which brought back memories of the old colon- 
laliem in its most repulsive aspects. What are Ayatollah Sadiq Ruhani and his 
threats but a sectarian form of the threats and claims which the former shah 
of Iran directed at Bahrain up until it gained independence in 1971. Since 
that day, the glass of stability which had withstood an entire decade has 

been broken. Bahrain is the most sensitive of all the states to the 
importance of this thing called “stability.” 


With Bahrain's return to the arena of political struggle, which has been 
dictated by the circumstances of the Iranian revolution above all, and to 
the changes which have rocked the Arab world and in particular the Arabian 
Peninsula, it is inevitable that one should interview before the architect 
of Bahraini policy--perhaps the only man who can explain many points which 
lack clarity [in this turbulent period. ] 
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As I sat in the office of Shaykh Khalifa bin Salman al-Khalifa, prime minister 
of Bahrain, he said: “Only he who knows the meaning of political chaos and 
unrest knows the meaning of stability, just as only the person who has lost 

a loved one knows grief. Only the person who has known sickness knows health, 
and only the person who has tasted success knows what it is to rejoice. I 

do not want Bahrain to become an island of [sorrows]. I want it to remain 

an island of stability. We have no other capital resource other than 
stability. 


Khalifa bin Salman spoke as if there were a thousand questions in his head 
troubling him. 


[Question] Doesn't stability have conditions which, if they form the basis 
of dealings, make it difficult to undermine? 


[Answer] Let me say to you first of all that whoever threatens our stability 
here in Bahrain threatens all of us in the Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula, 

and the reverse is true as well. Because we knew how to establish a stable 
government with the conditions you are asking about, we have capital resources. 
We established the banks and factories and developed the services sector. 

We knew that by means of this stable government, we were establishing on this 
island--which is small in terms of economic and oil revenues, but big in 

terms of people, manpower and inhabitants--an oasis of creative work in the 
middle of the Gulf. 


[Question] By what means or conditions have you achieved this stability? 


[Answer] By the means which any wise government resorts to. By development 
plans. By economic projects. By joining with the people in the development 
process and making them partners in the economic cycle. By strengthening 
health services. By supporting the educational institutions in Bahrain, 
which we did before any other state in the Gulf. By providing for the 
Bahraini individual, who is our true resource, in the areas of education, 
housing and economic needs. By giving him opportunities for work and growth. 
By distributing the wealth of this small country as a recognition of the 
effort of the citizen who helped produce this wealth, rather than as a gift 
of the government. By the security which protects property and possessions 
as well as liberties. It is the wise government which achieves true stability. 


{Qustion}] But who threatens the stability of Bahrain and the Gulf today? 


[Answer] The entire world is plotting against our stability. The Western 
and wor!d information media are not interested in our accomplishments. 

They are not interested in what we have achieved in 10 years of independence 
with resources which are very meager compared to the abundant resources 

of our neighbors. World information media cover our news if a group of 

boys throw a small firecracker at a building and break the windows. Within 

a few hours you get a reaction from Washington, and immediately a "liberation 
front" is formed and claims responsibility for the incident. The concern of 
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the world has become to wait for the smallest incidenc to occur among us, as 
if it were a eign of instability, eo that all the resentments it contains can 
be reported by the vast world information media in order to shake confidence 
in us. 


[Question] But who comprises this world which is plotting against us? 


[Answer] Did not Sultan Qaboos say to you in his interview in AL-MUSTAQBAL 
(no 147, 15 Dec 79) that the disturbances which have happened and continue 

to happen in this area are nothing other than a big international game cooked 
up by the big powers, and we are not party to it. This is really what is 
happening. We do not want our country to be a stage for this nor do we 

want to be a part of it. We must prove to the world that our stability is 

as much a guarantee of world interests as it is a guarantee for us. If we 
secure the interests of the world, then the world must realize that our 
stability lies at the heart of these interests. This is the big international 
game we are talking about. 


[Question] You appear to be distrubed about Western information. 


[Answer] Note this down. In our estimation, information is the most important 
thing today. Information is of the same order of importance as defense. The 
word is the equivalent of the tank. Did you not see the information 
distortion that occurred after the Grand Mosque incident [in Saudi Arabia]? 

I call for immediate information coordination to make information one of our 
most effective weapons. I call for open information which tells the truth 
and is not partial, even if there is more than one side to the truth. There 
are irrefutable facts that information cannot disprove. I want information 
to say with fairness what we have given our people, what we had before, what 
point we have reached today, and what we are striving to achieve. For this 
reason, I call for immediate coordination among the Gulf states. We have to 
realize that information is the political arm of any foreign or domestic 
policy. The big powers do not want us to have penetrating modern information. 
There has been a declared information war against us in the Gulf for years. 
The time has come to respond by creating information resources capable of 
resisting this war. 


{Question} Are not many countries that are causing doubts about the stability 
of the Gulf among those which have traditionally been considered friends of 
the existing regimes in the Arab Peninsula? 


[Answer] I believe that it is necessary today, amid the historic and 
decisive circumstances which the area is experiencing, for us to reexamine 
our friends and reevaluate our alliances. Who are our friends and who are 
our enemies? Do you not see what is happenings, in Afghanistan today? The 
Soviet Union bega.. its intervention in Afghanistan over a year ago with the 
toppling of the regime of former President Daoud who had been friendly to 
the Soviets. Who raised a voice then? No one. Only today have the voices 
of the world been raised in protest now that the intervention has turned 
into an occupation. Why did not anyone object to Ethiopian President 
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Mengistu Haile-Mariam's visit to Aden last month, or South Yemen's role in 
the Echiopian-Somali-Eritrean war, and its role today in the war in 
Afghanistan? Why are we rulers of the Gulf always put in the position of 
being regarded as traitors or agents when we turn to our friends in the 

West seeking one thing or another? Because the West's interests lie in our 
country? It is unfortunate that our friends are not friends, but our enemies 
are enemies. 


[Question] Then how will the area confront this difficult phase? 


{[Anewer) First of all, our friends must stop using double standards in 

their dealings with us, as well.as with our allies. Then there must be a 
reevaluation of the situation as a whole in the light of what we have 
achieved and what we have failed to achieve. The Grand Mosque incident 

must be an incentive for all of us to reconsider the underlying reasons for 
things and eliminate them. Bahrain has been in the forefront in carrying 
out many experiments. Some of them have failed and some of them have succeeded. 
Just because some have failed does not mean that we cannot repeat the experi- 
ments in a new form and in light of new givens. But Pahrain cannot advise 
its neighbors of what they should or should not do. The people of Mecca 
know their own paths better than anyone else. 


[Question] But can't Bahrain appeal to its neighbors to adopt certain views? 


{Answer} Bahrain cannot isolate itself from its neighbors. It makes appeals 
to the extent that its appeals carry importance and weight. I appeal for 
real and effective coordination with the Gulf states. Serious coordination 
that is not limited to visits and courtesies, but requires constant follow-up. 
Follow-up of security, defense and information coordination. I return to 
information in order to stress that it is our real show window, and that 

our country has a record of which it can be proud. 


[Question] It appears that the Gulf has been entertaining the idea of 
coordination for a long time. 


[Answer] If you have heard me and others use the word "coordination" over 
and over in our conversations, this is because we do not live alone. Each 
one of us will be influenced by what happens to our brothers in the Gulf. 
Today I am making an urgent appeal for coordination for the sake of solidarity 
out of love for our [way of life] and our peoples and in order to protect 
them. 


[Question] What has become of the dreams ©* developmen: which every 
Bahraini talks about? 


[Answer] If Bahrain does not possess [a huge amount of] oil, does not possess 
a large area, and has just a small amount of the traditional resources of the 
Gulf, it does possess--to recall your expression--human beings who are the 
most prodigious of resources. Every Bahraini has ambitions which can make 
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this small island a model of a successful developing country, However, in 
any case of development, available resources and related economic and 
demographic conditions must be studied jointly with care. Bahrain is not 

a secluded island. Thus, development projects in Bahrain must be compatible 
with those of Gulf and Arab Pentnsula nations and coordinated with this bloc. 
Did I not say to you at the beginning that I do not want Bahrain to become 
an island of sorrows? Nor do I want it to become an island of dreams. It 
is well known that the Bahrainis are realistic people. Reality dictates 
that we study our steps carefully, especially under current conditions and 
following the experiences we have gone through. Give me stability and I 
will give you development. 


Prime Minister Khalifa, smiled when I stood up to say goodbye and asked: 
"Do you really mean that the word will be the equivales' of the tank?" He 
smiled again, and said: "Did I not tell you to note down what I said? Our 
battle is a battle in which information is the first line of defense." 


As I walked out of the Government Building in al-Manamah, I felt that this 
was the first time I, as a journalist, has heard an Arab official give this 
much importance and emphasis to information. I felt a great deal of 
satisfaction that there is so.. ne in the Gulf who knows the meaning of 
priorities. I left the architect of Bahraini policy trying to fix the glass 
of stability before it is broken once and for all. 


I keep my fingers crossed! 


8591 
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BAHRAIN 


NEW CHANNEL TO MAKE BAHRAIN GULF SHIPPING CENTER 
GF301130 Manama GULF DAILY NEWS in English 30 Mar 80 p 1 GF 
[Article by Bill Rylance] 


[Text] Mina Sulman port authorities are working on a shipping channei 
that will make Bahrain the shipping centre of the Gulf. 


The channel, which should be finished in the first week of June, will 
allow the new breed of "supercarriers" to enter the port. 


The length of vessels entering the port t:hrough the old S-bend channel 
is restricted to 650 feet. 


But the new lane, which is being dredged at the moment, will allow ships 
like roll-on roll-off supercarriers of up to 960 feet to dock. 


Sovernment officials are working on the possibility of Mina Sulman becoming 
the major transhipment port in the Gulf. 


In an exclusive interview with the GDN yesterday, advisor to the Customs 
and Ports Directorate Captain John Kencrick said that all big vessels could 
dock at Mina Sulman and cargo could then be shipped to other Gulf ports 

by smaller carriers. 


"A lot of research has gone into this project and even now it is a calculated 
risk," he said, 


"But Bahrain is the ideal location for this type of venture and goods could 
be offloaded here and fed through to the other ports in more economical ways. 


"The upsurge in new Gulf ports took away much of Bahrain's business. We 
aim to recapture that business during this decade." 


The transhipment idea goes further than offloading onto smaller vessels. 
The Saudi-Bahrain causeway could also be a major factor in its possible 
success. 


Goods will be transported by truck over the causeway and into Saudi Arabia. 
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"This aspect is only one part of an eighties master plan that will see 
Mina Sulman grow into the major Gulf port," Captain Kendrick said, 


"We already have the land facilities to cope with these vessels and the 
first stage of our growth came with the new container terminal which opened 
last year." 


The big supercarriers have not been able to enter Mina Sulman in the past 
because of the S-bend lane. 


The long vessels cannot make the sharp turns required to dock at the port. 


But the new channel runs in a straight line next to the existing one and 
will easily allow the big ships to come in. 


Mr Mike Hennessy, shipping manager of Al-Mu'ayyad Barber Ltd, said yesterday 
that the first supercarrier to use the new channel will be their 750 foot 
roll-on roll-off Barber Tonsberg, which is due to dock on June 4. 


"We will almost cettainly use Bahrain as our base port. Their land facilities 
are already one of the most modern and efficient in the world and the central 
location of the island makes it ideal place for a transhipment port," he said. 


Al-Mu-ayyad Barber will start operating two ro-ro vessels per month which 
can carry up to 3,500 cubic metres of different types of cargo. 
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EGYPT 


OPPOSITION PARTY FOR ABROGATION OF TREATY WITH ISRAEL 
LD280903 Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 18 Mar 80 p 2 LD 


(Unattributed report: "We Demand Abrogation of Peace Treaty If Nego- 
tiations Fail'’] 


[Excerpt] Rif'at al-Shahawi, general secretary of the Socialist Labor 
Party, has welcomed President al-Sadat's statement that a new situation 
will be created if the autonomy negotiations will not achieve their 
objectives by 26 May. 


The general secretary called on President al-Sadat--if the negotiations 
should fail--to declare on behalf of the Egyptian people the abrogation 
of the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty and to adopt the same stand which 
{Prime Minister] Mustafa al-Nahhas adopted when he declared in the 
Chamber of Deputies in 1950 that "the 1936 treaty [with Britain] was 
signed in the name of the Egyptian people and, today I call upon you, 
the people's deputies, to abrogate it in the name of the people." 


Speaking at the party's weekly seminar yesterday, al-Shahawi said: I 
call on President al-Sadat today to take a firm stand in the face of 
this Zionist clique and let all the world bear witness that the 
Egyptian people will not allow Israel tu humiliate Egypt. 


The party secretary general said that Israel will persist in its 
intransigence until it acrieves its ambitions and will not go back on 
its stand unless a firm stand is adopted against it. 


Al-Shahawi said that the Socialist Labor Party approved the peace treaty 
with reservations so that it will not be accused of placing obstacles on 
the road to peace, although it was aware that Israel would not honor 
such treaties or any international resolutions. The experience of the 
past 30 years is sufficient proof of this. 


Referring to the recent Security Council resolution condemning Israeli 
settlements, al-Shahawi condemned Israel's attitude toward the resolu- 
tion which all the world countries have supported. Begin, he said, has 
impudently attacked the resolution and denounced the U.S. stand. 
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EGYP? 


CAIRO PAPER WARNS OF DANGER OF ISRAEL'S ECONOMIC INFILTRATION 
LDO31347 Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 25 Mar 80 p 5 LD 


[Article by ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Jabiri: "Between Rothschild and Eisenberg: 
A Look at the Coming Danger" ]} 


[Excerpts] A few months ago the well-known Jew and Zionist Rothschild 
visited Cairo. Rothschild is known to be one of the leading Jews who 
gave financial and economic support to the Zionist movement and to this 
day is one of the greatest supporters of Israel. He uses his own and 
his family's financial influence and control of financial and banking 
establishments in order to serve Israel's expansionist and aggressive 
objectives against the Arab people. 


In Cairo this veteran Zionist met with officials and the press spoke 
about the investment plans which Rothschild is carrying with him and the 
millions he offered to inv»st in Egypt. 


It is a strange coincidence that Rothschild's name--not this Rothschild 
but his grandfather--is linked tc the event when Britain stole Egypt's 
shares in the Suez Canal Company .-:om Khedive Isma'il. Exploiting the 
Khedive's financial difficulties, Britain enticed him at that time into 
selling Egypt's shares in the canal. Disraeli, the then British prime 
minister, borrowed the money for the deal from his friend Rothschild--the 
grandfather--who financed this deal and, as a result, Egypt lost all the 
Suez Canal shares it owned and Britain found an excuse that enabled it 
to occupy Egypt for more than 75 vears. 


The Rothschild family is steeped in service to colonialism and Zionism 
and therefore cannot offer anything good for Egypt or the Arabs. 


Rece..t reports said that this “Zionist Rothschild, who recently visited 
Egypt and allegedly offerec financial investments, led a Jewish delega- 
tion in his capacity as leader of tie Jewish community in France aud met 
with FYrench officials in o..:* to vrotest against President Giscard 
d'Estaing's statements during his visit to the Arab Culf when he 

expressed support for the Palest’\:iun people's right to self-determination. 











The veteran Zioniset Rothechild became raving mad because of a just word 
uttered by the head of a state that has offered and is still offering 
lerael, Rothschild and others like him a great deal. But Zionist hatred 
for everything Avab has not changed however much we may change and no 
matter how far we go in the normalization of relations. Such normalizea- 
tion will be only unilateral, from our side. 


A few months ago also another Zionist called Eisenberg visited Egypt 

' the press discussed at length the hundreds of thousands of acres of 
land he offered to develop and the agricultural and industrial complexes 
he will build and which will provide food for Egypt. Is there any rea- 
sonable man who would believe that the advocates of Zionism might pro- 
vide security for an Arab people in terms of food? 


We have already drawn the attention to the danger of Zionist economic 
infiltration, its methods and ite objectives. This paper was the first 
to warn of the dangers of Israel's economic domination. 


Rothschild, Eisenberg and others sce the vanguards of a campaign which 
Israel will launch in order tc infiltrate and dominate the Egyptian 
economy. lUsrael has assigned roles to its agents--of various nationali- 
ties domiciied throughout the world--in order that they may implement 
its plans. They are all loyal to Israel, be they French Jews, British 
Jews or American Jews. What is important is that they are all loyal to 
Israel and each of them serves it from his appropriate position. 


Israel is not just an ordinary state represented in that area of land 
which we knov. In addition to this, it also comprises Jewish and 
Ziouist comsaunities and groups that are spread throughout the world, 
which all are loyal to Israel and which serve Israeli interests and 
implement Israeli plans. 


It is a great illusion and great sin against the nation to imagine that 
the Israeli economy doves not pose a danger to the Egyptian economy. 

The Israeii economy is not the conventional economy which we know from 
etudying the economic situation in Israel. if you want to find out 
about the Israeli economy and its strength and influence, you have to 
find this out in New York with its stock exchange and its financial 
establishments that are influenced and guided by world Zionism and 
which provide Israel with its livelihood and enable it to exist and 
commit aggression. 
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EGYPT 


INTELLIGENCE FORCES TRAINING--Kuwait, 4 Apr (KUNA)--The Egyptian intel- 
ligence are now using sophisticated surveillance equipment, AL-WATAN 
newspaper reported Friday. Quoting travellers arriving from Cairo, 

the paper said U.S. technicians are now training Egyptian officers on 
the use of modern technology of surveillance. The move is intended to 
up-grade the entire Egyptian intelligence service, the paver quoted 
those travellers as saying. Agents of the SAVAK (the seciet service 
police of the depused shah) were also assisting to build a modern 
Egyptian intelligence unit, the paper added. [Text! [LD041102 Kuwait 
KUNA in Englis| 1026 GMT 4 Apr 80 LD) 


PRESIDENCY REORCANIZATION--Cairo, 31 Mar (MENA)--President Anwar 
as-Sadat today issued a republican decree abolishing the Grievances 
Office at the Presidency. Another republican decree appointed 

Dr Mustafa Fahmi Abu Zayd as adviser at the national specialised coun- 
cils. A third decree provided for establishing the Secretariat-General 
of the Presidency under the chairmanship of a secretary general and 
abolishing the post of head of the presidential cabinet. The secre- 
tariat will be under the direct supervision of the vice-presideuwt. An 
earlier republican decree appointed Mahmud ‘Abd an-Nasir as secretary- 
general for the Presidency. [Text] (NC°11141 Cairo MENA in English 
1128 GMT 31 Mar 80 NC) 





GAZA BANK FUNDS--Egypt's Prime Minister Mustafa Khalil has instructed 
that Bank Falastin's deposits in Egypt be released immediately upon the 
bank's renewed activity in the Gaze Strip. Our correspondent Bassam 
Ja'bar has learned this from the head of the bank's board of directors, 
Hashim al-Shawwa. The sum in question amounts to nearly 1 million 
Egyptian pounds. Prime Minister Khalil handed a written commitment on 
this issue signed by the Egyptian banks' comptroller to a Gaza notable 
who met with him in Cairo. [Text] [TA231239 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in Hebrew 1200 GMT 23 Mar 80 TA] 
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IRAN 


EX-PERONISTA, CASTRO ADVISER ACTIVE IN HOSTAGE DEAL 
PA0GO216 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0851 GMT 3 Apr 80 PA 
[Article by Alejandro Arenas Z.] 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 3 Apr (EFE)--Argentine citizen Hector Villalon, 39, 

is at present a main ‘igure in alleged negotiations between the U.S. Govern- 
ment and Ayatollah Khomeyni. According to U.S. newspaper reports Villalon 
has reportedly acted as a liaison between the U.S. chief of state and the 
leader of the Iranian revolution. If this is true, Vallalon has continued 
practicing his true profession which dates back to before 1951. 

The U.S. press describes him as a “lawyer,” a profession he probably dreamed 
of but never practiced, according to a detailed curriculum vitae circulating 
in Argentina. He in fact entered Santa Fe University, 476 kms north of 
Puenos Aires, but did not finish his studies, although he later took special 
courses at the University of buenos Aires. 


In 1951 Villalon was a fervent Peronist militant. Four years later he had 

to go inco exile in Brazil due to the fall of Juan Domingo Peron's regime. 

From that time on he was an important member of the so-called "shadow 
guerrillas" although he was not as widely known as other labor leaders such 

as Jose Rucci, Lorenzo Miguel Otero and Jose Lopez Rega himself. From the 
other side of the border, Peron's protege created an opposition network against 
the so-called "liberating revolution" headed by Gen Pedro Eugenio Aramburu and 
later against Arturo Frondizi's constitutional government. 


From these tasks he moved on to more tropical climates and a quite different 
task. In 1959 he traveled to Cuba where he appeared as an "adviser" to Fidel 
Castro's government in several fields, but particularly in the tobacco indus- 
try. He did not limit his work to domestic business, however. His contacts 
extended beyond every boundary. 


Two years later, although those closest to General Peron did not approve of 
his presence, the latter appointed him Peronist representative for interna- 
tional relations. This position took him to countless Arab countries, the 
PRC and Europe. 
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Villalon appeared unexpectedly in Punta del Este, Uruguay, in 1962, when 
Che Guevara and numerous other personalities from the continent inaugurated 
the Latin American Free Trade Association [LAFTA]. 


At that time lawyer Arturo Frondizi was at the head of the Argentine Govern- 
ment. "Che" himself showed the Argentine representatives a document signed 
by Peron asking Fidel Castro to grant all the necessary facilities for 
Villalon to obtain money. According to the note these funds were to be used 
to “equip the special Peronist forces." 


After Peron's death and the subsequent fall of the regime, Villalon went to 
the old continent, where he established permanent links with Arab countries 
and particularly the Palestinians. In mid-1977, after the much-publicized 
kidnaping of Italian industrialist Lucino Revelli-Beaumont, he was arrested 
in Paris. Almost at the same time, seven other Argentines, some of them with 
shady pasts, faced the same fate in Spain. The politically active "lawyer" 
and "industrialist," had been accused 1 year beforehand by various Peronist 
sectors of being an “active member of the psychological action forces of an 
international terrorist ring." 


Now, 14 [as received] years later, Villalon, after having sworn absolute 
loyalty to democratic principles and absolute innocence of the charges made 


against him, emerges as the mediator in a situation of conflict which has the 
world on tenterhooks. 
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IRAN 


ENOUGH EVIDENCE COLLECTED TO INDICT EX-SHAH 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 4 Mar 80 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon Mr Vasquez, Iran's Panamanian attorney, attended 
a press conference held on the extradition of the deposed shah. In the 
beginning Vasquez said: "In my first day in Tehran, I announced in a press 
conference that I had come to your country to collect evidence on the crimes 
of the deposed shah. Today, I have attended this press conference to present 
the documents and evidence that I provided against the former shah of Iran." 


Vasquez said that during his stay in Tehran he has met with President Bani-Sadr 
and Sadeq Qotbzadeh, minister of foreign affairs, as well as Ali Reza Nobari, 
the director general of the Central Bank, and that he has collected documents 
on the embezzlements of the deposed «+... nd the charges of the Iranian 
government against him. 


Vasquez said: "In the documents there is evidence of enormous embezzlements, 
crimes and tortures by the shah's regime on the Iranian nation. Obviously, 
these documents seem to be sufficient for arresting the shah and it will 
draw the world's attention." 


Iran's Panamanian attorney said: “From the moment that I arrived in Iran, 

I have tried to collect such documents as would be accepted legally by any 
court, especially the Panamanian court. Fortunately, with the cooperation 
of Iran's Islamic Republic government I have been successful. The final 
charges against the shah of Iran have been prepared and will be given to 

the Panamanian authorities. These charges, in which the emphasis has been 
on the crimes, tortures and plundering of the people's wealth and evidence 
convincing from every aspect, will be turned over to the Panamanian court." 
He then showed some of the documents to foreign and domestic journalists and 
said: “There are many checks paid to the order of the shah's account by 
various banks and government departments and through Iranian banks they have 
been deposited in the deposed shah's accounts ebroad." 


He said: “The amount of these checks deposited from the shah's account, those 
of his family, as well as those of the persons affiliated to the regime to 
their foreign accounts is up to $800 million." 
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Regarding documents on the crimes of the deposed shah, Vasquez said; 
"Documents on massacres, torture of students and freedom seekers done in this 
country on the shah's order have been collected," Some documents which 
indicate torture and massacre by SAVAK agents were shown to the reporters. 

He also showed some documents in connection with the plundering of Iranian 
nation's wealth by the most wealthy country in the world, the United States, 
Vasquez was asked if he was sure that the documeiuts would be legally accept- 
able. He answered: "As an attorney, I consider the documenta legal and I 

am sure that they can be used to file charges against anyone in any court." 


He added: "At present, the shah is not under arrest and he lives freely in 
Panama. As soon as I arrive in Panama, I will make arrangements for his 
arrest." Vasquez was asked about the news that Iran's foreign minister had 


announced on the shah's arrest. He responded: "A telex was sent by the 
Panamanian authorities to the Revolutionary Council in which the Panamanian 
people had announced that the shah was under the control of the security 
authorities in Panama. In the same telex, the Panamanian government had asked 
the lranian government to send official documents together with charges against 
the shah, so that arrangements would be made for arresting the shah. Of 
course, this was misinterpreted and it was assumed that the shah is under 
arrest in Panama. This had been denied by the Panamanian president." He 
showed the telex which had been sent both in the Spanish and English languages. 


Regarding the possibility of asking for the execution of the deposed shah as 
the attorney of the Iranian government in Panama, Vasquez said: "I have 
talked with the Iranian government in this respect and I have tried to 
convince them not to ask for the execution of the shah, in which case no 
action will be taken by the Panamanian government." 


He was asked how optimistic he was. Vasquez said: "The shah can be tried 

in two ways. One through the UN Commission and secondly through legal channels, 
That is by presentation of the existing national documents, the Iranian govern- 
ment can condemn the shah in any court, Fortunately, Iran has so far paved 

the way for both alternatives." He was asked about his return to Panama. He 
responded that he would leave Iran within 2 days. He said: "As I have some 
problems, the presentation of the documents to the Panamanian government 

may be postponed." He added: "As the Iranian language is Farsi, therefore, 

we will have the documents translated into Spanish by 25 translators, First 
the documents will be translated into English and French and in France the 
documents will be translated into Spanish." He referred to another problem 
and said: "Since there are no diplomatic relations between the governments 

of Iran and Panama, Iran's claim should be submitted to Panama through the 
closest European country neighboring Iran which has relations with Panama. 

He said: "As soon as I arrive in Panama, I will ask for the arrest of the 
shah. According to the Panamanian law, from the time the shah receives the 
verdict for his arrest, he will have 60 days to make any comments in rejecting 
Iran's claims." 
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IRAN 


GOTBZADEH ANSWERS URGENT QUESTIONS 
Rome IL MESSAGGERO in Italian 28 Mar 80 p 23 


[Interview with Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeh Gotbzadeh by 
MESSAGGERO correspondent Luigi Sommaruga in Tehran: "We're 
Helping the Afghans ‘in every way'"'] 


(Text | Exclusive interview with Foreign Minister 
Gotbzadeh: the hostages, the shah, the United 
States and the USSR, relations with Rome 


_Question| Now what about the hostages? 


[Answer] Just as before. Nothing has changed: it will be up 
to the parliament to decide. Parliament and the Revolutionary 
Council. You heard Khomeyni's message, and Bani Sadr's speech 
for Now Rus, our new year: it's time to put an end to anarchy. 


Gotbzadeh is talking, stretched out in an armchair, his patience- 
pebble in his hand to keep his fingers busy: his vest stretches 
taut across his belly. He's put on a couple of kilos, and may- 
be shed a scruple of spite. There are candies on the coifee 
table. Flowers, too. The last time I taiked with him for a 

few minutes he spared nobody. It was at night, on the top 

floor of the TV building. It was all-out war then, between him 
and Bani Sadr. 


For weeks now he has hewn fast to the president's line. One 
gets the feeling that the government is finally settling down 
in this country, after 14 months of underground feuding. From 
spokesman for the clan in its Paris exile to head man at Iran's 
radio-TV, to foreign minister: his rise has been slow, but 
steady. 


They say, about this big, tall man whose feet, beneath the cof- 
fee table, are slipping out of Italian-made mocassins with bro- 
ken-down counters (he habitually wears them as if they were 
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mules), that he will be the first prime minister in the new 
Iranian government. At the same time, he is one of the few 

who have not noticed that the country has taken a week off to 
count ballots, and it now is all stirred up over the blow of 

the shah's flight to Egypt. The enormous foreign ministry 
building is deserted. Before I got as far as this room the 

only functionaries I saw were the usual kids with machineguns 
and, for the first time, some regular army men. In an enor- 
mous room just back of this one, hidden only by a filmy parti- 
tion of priceless silk screens is the American chargé d'affaires. 


Laingen is playing ping-pong with one of his people: you can 
hear the tok-tok of the ball on the table. Judging by the slow 
and very short volleys, one would not say that the American is 
much of a ping-pong player. 


_Question| How long will they have to stay in here? 


| Answer | The situation seemed to be moving right along. Now 
this business of Sadat's offering sanctuary to the shah has 
complicated everything again. 


Iran has no diplomatic relations with Egypt. But then, it had 
none with Panama, either. And yet somehow the report of the ’ 
deaths of many hundreds of victims of the shah's regime managed 
to find its way from Tehran to the attorney general's desk in 
Panama. 


(Question| So what channel will you be using now? 


[Answer] The usual channel: the United Nations. It's the only feasible 
one. The only one with which we have daily contacts, even though things 
move slowly, and by fits and starts. 


He looks bored, irritated: for months, everybody who sees him 
pesters him with questions about the 49 Americans shut up in 
there. As if -- he has said on several occasions -- the coun- 
try didn't have far more serious problems. The Russians, for 
example. Has anybody noticed that the contract for natural gas 
deliveries from Iran to the Soviet Union is about to expire? 
Apparently it is a question of price. Actually, though, the 
rift between Moscow and Tehran has been widened by those three 
armored divisions deployed along the Afghan border, within gun- 
shot of Iran's eastern provinces. 


_Answer| We have made it our policy to have friendly relations 
with everybody. But on one condition: that our independence be 
respected. Well to attack a neighboring country, to invade it, 
a brother Muslim country, is a hostile act toward us, too. I 

do not believe, though, that the Soviet Union intends to attack 
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our country too. That would be a wrong move: politically and 
morally, but strategically as well. 


|Question| There are forces inside Iran, though, which continu- 
ally talk about Moscow. 


|Answer| They're playing. They'll pick up any pretext. The 
Tudeh Party, the Iranian communist party, swooped down on the 
hostage story when they thought it would serve their turn. 

These are just maneuvers. They don't mean a thing, because these 
people have no real following in this country. They're just a 
flash in the pan. The USSR knows perfectly well, being a great 
power, that things will go well between us only if they respect 
our domestic and international autonomy. And that goes for all 
the other countries, too. 


[Question] Bani Sadr said that the Afghan people will free 
themselves with the help of Islam. In what way is Iran, the 
Islamic Iranian Republic, helping the Afghan resistance? 


[Answer | In every way. 
|Question}| Have you already begun? 


|Answer| Prudently, and so far only to a degree. Because we are 
still hoping for a negotiated sett’ement. Peaceful. 


| Question | Everybody knows, though, that weapons are getting 
across the border. And that this has, to some degree, brought 
the West and Europe closer to Iran. What about Italy? 


| Answer | It is one of the nations with which we have exceptio- 
nally gocd relations. They will be even better when we see that 
Rome is capable of pursuing a foreign policy of its own, com- 
pletely severed from Washington. 


| Question} The nuclear contract between Italy and Iraq should 
indicate that Rome does not pay overmuch attention to American 
suggestions. There have been protests from Washington. 


[Answer] Aside from the protests, Italy did make a mistake. It 
made the same mistake as France and Germany, when they signed a 
similar agreement with the shah. And now they're hanging by the 
thv.ios. The Iraqi government won't last more than a few months. 
You can't govern against the people. Something is going to hap- 
pen in Egypt, too. 


He still hasn't said it. Im half an hour, he hasn't said it 
once. 
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Yet there it is, still floating in the air between us -- that 

thing compounded of threat and promise and hope and fear: an 

Islamic revolution, for export. And while the patience-pebble 
he fondled 14 months ago was made of plastic, the one he plays 
with now is jade. An unbelievable green jade, the very purest 
there is. 
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IRAN 


BAZARGAN GOVERNMENT LEADERS PROTEST RELEASE OF FORQAN PLAN 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 4 Mar 80 p 3 


[Text] Following the program broadcast on television on the Forqan group in 
which some of the members of the group made some statements against the 
step-by-step policy of Bazargan's government, in its last night's meeting, 

the Revolutionary Council appointed a delegation to look into the circum- 
stances of broadcasting such a program. In the meantime, some of the 

members of the former [Bazargan] government have contacted KEYHAN and objected 
to the broadcast of that program. 


Yesterday Dr Yazdi contacted KEYHAN and, condemning the broadcasting of such 
a program, said: "I have written a letter to the radio and television 
station requesting time to respond to the overall false statements made by 
Forgan." 


Yazdi pointed out: "The broadcasting of the program at a time when some of 
the members of Bazargan's cabinet have become candidates for the parliament 
is an important issue and we should find the roots and see where it 
originates. The Forqan members have implicitly claimed that the [Bazargan] 
government's step-by-step policy had driven them toward terrorism. Never- 
theless, this is nothing but conspiracy. Their statements are totally con- 
tradictory. If they objected to the government's policy, then why did they 
assassinate progressive religious personalities such as Professor Motahar 
and Mofatah or a mujahed such as Iraqi?" 


Yazdi added: “Their statements of regret reminds us of the idle regrets 
made during Aryamehr's era. What they said about the government's foreign 
policy is not true and is ey to the actual foreign policy carried 
out by the government.’ 


Engineer ‘'Ezatollah Sahabi, member of the Revolutionary Council, also 
referred to a part of the interview held with the members of the Forqan 
group and said: "The broadcast of the interview over television was very 
wrong and it was quite evident that it was a unilateral action taken with 
a particular intention behind it." 
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Hashem Sabaghian also said: "Unfortunately the radio and television broadcast 
something which the people recognized to have been prearranged, and that 
contradictory statements were quite evident, because in one place one of the 
members claimed that he had joined the Forgan group from many years ago and 

in another place he claimed that he had joined the group because of the 
weakness and step-by-step policy of the government. How can it be possible 
when the radio and television claim that their cost is 10,000 tomans a 

minute to allow a 90-minute program at the beginning of the elections 
attacking a government that the people liked? Undoubtedly, this was a 
conspiracy and the matter should be looked into." 


Engineer Mehdi Bazargan said: "The broadcast interview with Forqan members 
was quite artificial and staged." He added: "The response to the members 
of Forqan will be given through television. Very shortly, either I myself 
or Mr Bani Asadi and Sadeq Tabataba'yi will respond to their accusations on 
the provisional government. So far the definite arrangements have not been 
announced on recording and broadcasting the response," 


Engineer Bazargan added: "In short, I should say that the broadcast was in 
no way related to the works of the Forqan group. And it is quite clear 
and, as recognized by anyone who has referred and talked to us, it was 

an artificial staging." 


He added: "They took this unmanly action against the provisional government 
because some of its members are candidates for the parliament, Everyone 
noticed that the answer given by the Forqan group had no connection with the 
issue of step by step and making compromise. They killed Professor Motahari 
in Ordibehesht [21 Apr-21 May] and say that the reason was that I had a 
compromising government which had met with Brzezinski, whereas our meeting 
with Brzezinski was held in the month of Aban [23 Oct-21 Nov]. Furthermore, 
the papers left on the scene in every murder and crime by the Forgan group 
indicates that they commit murder because they are against the clergy and 
clericalism. They said that they were killing them because the victims were 
clergy. This is what the Forqan group believes and it had no connection with 
the actions of the provisional government. And, if they hated and objected 
to the provisional government, why did they attack those who were not members 
of the government and were not even supporting the government. Anyway, 

they killed Mr Qazi in Tabriz and also Mah Tarkhani and the late ‘Araqi who 
were the companions and associates of the Imam, How were those killings 
related to the government? Supposingly the kids [Forqan members] gave such 
an answer, why should it be broadcast over television. It is as through 
there were an intention to deviate from the main issue and make provications 
against the provisional government which had been appointed by the Imam." 


Bazargan added: "Their statements and reasons have no relation with their 
membership in Forgan and it was all staged against the provisional government. 
Of course, the Revolutionary Council has also denied this matter." 
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IRAN 


ATTITUDES TOWARD PARTIES, ELECTIONS DISCUSSED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 12 Mar 80 p 18 


[Article by Mohammad Mehdi Tavasoli: "In Iran, the majority belongs to no 
political party" ] 


[Text] As final election results have to do with wmb.rs and figures, 
simple arithmatic wiil help demonstrate that the simple majority (single 
stage) system is not correct or eveu logical. Many people objected when 
it was announced that, as in the case of presidential elections, members 
of parliament would be elected under the same system. in their opposition, 
many people, wittingly or unwittingly, tried to impose their will and pre- 
vent the masses from achieving their true objective--that of setting up a 
national Islamic government. 


If the simple majority system works in the one-party or two-party nations, 
or where there are no parties at all, is because in these countries most of 
those requiring the simple majority also enjoy an absolute majority and 
even if they do not they are so close to it that if there were to be a 
runoff they would definitely achieve it. 


In countries like Iran of today where the majority of the people do not 
belong to any party, and the existing parties--though numerous yet repre- 
senting a very small minority--are so many that is not even possible to 
know their names or their numbers. In such circumstances, favoring the 
simple majority system is at least naive if not umreasonable, because: 


1. Supposing there are 2 million voters in Tehran belonging to some 50 
different parties and group each with a series of candidates but only one 
of these groups has 190,000 members and supporters. Considering the fact 
that other groups are so numerous, in a simple majority system this party 
of 100,000 members, comprising only 5 percent of the voters, would be able 
to elect all 30 representatives of the city of Tehran even if the other 95 
percent were opposed to them and voted against them. 


2. If the majority of the people in Tehran did not belong to any political 
party, something which is true already, and the existing groups were not 
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important enough to be accepted by the majority and therefore unable to 
achieve an absolute majority, as was the case in the elections of the 
members of the Assembly of the Experts, if one of these groups were to be 
able to attract 10 percent of the total million voters, it would be possible 
for the group to win all 30 seats or at least most of them despite the 90 
percent negative votes. Why and how? I should note here that all the 
figures I have mentioned above are hypothetical and had no particular group 
or groups in mind. Now, as to why and how. 


A. Everywhere in the world most minority groups (parties) are well-organized 
and united and, for example, if a minority group put 30 candidates in Tehran, 
most group members would vote for then. 


B. Supporters of many groups whose loyalties are not total, and especially 
independent voters who are not members of any party, would not cast their 
votes for all the 30 candidates they could vote for. Many would vote for 
fewer than they could vote for, sometimes for fewer than a quarter of them. 
Sometimes they would only write the names of one or two people on their 
ballots because of their lack of knowledge or confidence in other candidates. 
Our past experience proves this. A review of figures and statistics of a 
community of a few hundred voters can also prove this. 


C. Now, let us suppose that there were 530 candidates for parliament in 
Tehran (as we do not know at this time how many there will be), any one of 
the hypothetical groups with 200,000 members referred to above would get 
the same results. 


The number of names written on the ballots multiplied by the number of the 
candidates of the same group, the total number of voters in the group would 
be equal to the number of candidates of the same group (sic). Thus, if a 
group has put up 30 candidabés, »ggnsidsring the hypothetical groups mentioned 
above, the result will be —y- = 200,000 meaning that each candi- 
date has received 200,000 votes. 





D. In connection with candidates of independent voters, what would the 
result be? 


Suppose all candidates have received equal number of votes, the results, 
according to our previous calculation would be like this: average number 

of names written on the ballots multiplied by the number of the rest of the 
voters in Tehran equals total candidates except the 30 candidates of that 
special group. This will be approximately like this: 2 million - 200,000 x 
20 (530 - 30) 1.8 million x 20 which comes to 72,000 votes. Even if the 
total number of candidates were to be reduced to half, meaning to 250, and 
supposing that the names of 25 candidates were written on each ballot, can- 
didates still would receive iess than 200,000 votes each. 


E. If, for any reason, some candidates (sav 10 or more) were to receive 
greater than average votes--which they definitely would--still the other 
20 candidates of the same group would be elected even if they were opposed 
by the majority. 
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With the reasons mentioned above, and by playing with the figures, differ- 
ent people will get different results. But we arrive at the conclusion that 
for a minority claiming to represent a majority who oppose it, it is not a 
good system and a correct thing. So, people need not be concerned about 
absolut. majority rule and should not try to confuse the nation and shake 
their confidence by their reference to the two-stage system which is nothin; 
but that of the absolute majority system. And that is it. 
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LRAN 


SABOTAGE SLASHES CRUDE INTAKE OF ABADAN REFINFRY 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 10 Mar 80 p 10 


[Text] Ahvaz--PARS NEWS AGENCY--The night before last two oil pipelines 
were exploded on Shush-Andimeshk and Zargan-Ahvaz roads. An informed 
authority of the oil company in Khuzestan oil region said: "Bombs had been 
planted under the pipelines by saboteurs. As a result, one 20-inch pipe- 
line located at a distance of 5 kilometers from the Shush-Andimeshk Road 
and another 12-inch pipeline located on the Zargan-Ahvaz Road in the 
vicinity of the power plant were exploded and caught fire. The oil was 
stagnant in the pipelines and was not being used. The day before yesterday, 
an 18-inch pipeline was also exploded in the Chashmeh Khosh area. This 
pipeline transferred the oil to Ahvaz and Abadan. In the explosion, the 
pipeline caught fire but was brought under control. "Furthermore, on 
Thursday six oil pipelines were exploded on Kut Abdollah Road in Ahvaz. 

The fire was brought under control. The informed authority of the oil 
company in Khuzestan region said: "The Thursday explosions were caused 

by bomb explosions, first in one of the pipelines, then spreading to other 
pipelines." 


He said: "The oil in four of the pipelines was not being used and only two 
of them transferred crude oil to Abadan refinery. Equipped groups were 
dispatched to the fire scene with sufficient equipment from the oil company. 
On Kut Abdollah Road, Ahvaz, one of the groups is busy repairing the pipe- 
lines to refunction." He added: "At present the export and oil requirements 
are provided and there is no problem. One of the members of Pasdaran Corps 
(Guards Corps) in Ahvaz reports that an individual who had been carrying 
explosives has been arrested in connection with explosions in the Chashmeh 
Khosh area. He said that the individual was arrested by the Pasdaran Corps 
of Dezful. In Khorramshahr, two individuals who intended to explode a water 
pipeline were arrested. 


Furthermore, according to a report of the Ahvaz gendarmerie, at 3:30 am on 
16-12-58 [6 March 1980] one of the pipelines in the Kut Abdollah area, 
Ahvaz, was exploded and caught fire. 
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Following the gendarmerie's announcement, the fire fighters 
scene and by taking safety measures, brought the fire under 
repaired the pipeline. The Gendarmerie Headquarters of the 
public has announced that adequate measures have been taken 
merie of Ahvaz to identify and arrest the elements. 
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IRAN 


MINISTRY REVISES ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 12 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text] The Ministry of Interior has announced the details of new revisions 
made on administrative divisions in the country as follows: 


(1) According to Decree No 2461 of Iran's Islamic Republic Revolutionary 
Council passed on 27 Bahman 1358 [16 February 1980] Qa'enat district of 
Birjand was changed to a city region. 


(2) According to Decree No 2,458 of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Council 
passed on 27-11-58 [16 February 1980] Shadegan district of Khorramshahr was 
changed to a city region. 


(3) According to Decree No 2,451 approved on the same date by the Revolu- 
tionary Council, Khansar district of Golpayegan was changed to a city region. 


(4) According to Decree No 2,450 of the Revolutionary Council, Mehriz 
district of Yazd was changed to a city region. 


(5) According to Decree No 2,466 of the Revolutionary Council, the districts 
of Bandar-e Torkaman and Gomishan were changed to city regions. 


(6) According to Decree No 2,454 of the Revolutionary Council, the admin- 
istrative divisions of Bushehr Province consists of the following six city 
regions: 


a. The city region of Bushehr consists of two districts: The Central 
District and the Khark District. The Khark District was separated from 
Mahshahr city region and has become subordinate to Bushehr. 


b. Dashtestan city region consisting of three district: Central Sa'dAbsd, 
Shabankareh. Capital: Borazjan city region. 


c. Gonaveh city region consisting of three districts: Central, Bandar-e 
Deylam and Bandar-e Rig. Capital: Gonaveh city region. 
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d. Kangan city region consisting of three districts: Central, Rir, Jam. 
Capital: Kangan city region. 


e. Rudbar city region consisting of two districts: Central and Kaki. 
Capital: Khormuj city region. 


f. Tangestan city region consisting of two districts: Central and coastal. 
Capital: Ahrom city region. 


(7) According to Decree No 2,453 of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Council 
passed on 27-11-58 [16 Feb 1980] districts were established in the following 
parts of the country: 


a. In Shibkuh village subordinate to Fasa city region with centrality to 
Zahedan. 


b. Shesh Deh and Qareh Bolagh villages subordinate to Fasa. Central dis- 
trict: Shesh Deh. 


c. Now Bandegan village suborinate to Fasa city region. Center: Now 
Bandegan. 


d. Roniz village subordinate to Estahban. Center: Roniz Oliya. 


(8) According to Decree No 2,449 passed by Iran's Islamic Revolutionary 
Council on 27-11-58 [16 Feb 1980] in Amlash and Kojid villages of Rudsar 
city region, district was established the center of which is Amlash. 


(9) According to Decree No 2,450 of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Council 
passed on 27-11-58 [16 Feb 1980], a district was established in Maybod 
village subordinate to Ardakan city region. 


(10) According to Decree No 2,448 of 27-11-58 [16 Feb 1980] the districte of 
Khaljestan, excluding Western Rahjard village, was separated from Ashtiyan 
city region and is now subordinate to Qom ci.y region. 


(11) According to Decree No 2,559 of the Revolutionary Council the district 
of Ramsar was changed to a city region. 


(1: According to Decree No 1,395 approved by the Revolutionary Council on 
25-10-58 [15 Jan 1980] Kaghaz Karan district became subordinate to Miyandeh 
city region. The council of ministers also made che following decisions: 


1. According to Decree No 55,146 approved by the Council of Ministers of 
Iran's Islamic republic on 1~-7-58 [23 Sep 1979] the name of Bandar-e 
Shahpur was changed to Bandar-e Khomeyni (Khomeyni Port). 


2. According to Decree No 54,274 approved by the Revolutionary Council on 
20-6-58 [11 Sep 1979] the name of Bandar-e Shah was changed to Bandar-e 
Torkaman (Torkaman Port). 


106 








3. According to Decree No 54,604 approved by the Revolutionary Council 
on 226-58 [13 Sep 1979], the name of Reza'iyeh was changed to Orumtyeh. 


4. According to Decree No 54,272 of the Revolutionary Council passed on 
20-6-58 [11 Sep 1980], the name of Bandar-e Pahlavi was changed to Bandar-e 
Anzali. 


5. According to Decree No 54,598 of the evolutionary Council passed on 
1-8-58 [23 Oct 1979] the name of Shahpur was changed to Salmas. 


6. Decree No 54,594 dated 1-8-58 [23 Oct 1979] the name of Dasht-e Mishan 
was changed to Dasht-e Azadegan. 


7. Decree No 54,596 dated 8-7-58 [30 Sep 1979] the name of Qom village 
was changed to Nofel Le Chateau. 


8. Decree No 2,464 dated 27-11-58 of the Revolutionary Council, the name 
of Shah Abad-e Gharb was changed to Islam Abad. 


9. Decree No 2,557 dated 28-11-58 [17 Feb 1980] the name of Sangsar was 
changed to Mehdi Shahr. 


10. Decree No 2,469 dated 27-11-58 [16 Feb 1980], the name of Shahi was 
changed to Qa'em Shahr. 


ll. Decree No 459 dated 27-11-58 [16 Feb 1980] the name of Shah Pasand was 
changed to Qa'em Shahr. 


12. Decree No 2,553 dated 28-11-58 [17 Feb 1980], Aryashahr Industrial city 
was changed to Pulad Shahr. 


13. Decree No 54,600 dated 1-8-58 [23 Oct 1979] approved by the Council of 
Ministers, the name of Khosroshah was changed to Khosro Shahr. 


14. Based on electorate charts for the first parliament elections of Iran's 
Islamic Republic, the name of Pahlavidezh of Gorgan was changed to Aq Qal'eh. 


15. The name of Shahin Dezh of Miyandoab was changed to Sa'in Dezh. 


16. The name of Shahsavar city was changed to Tankabon. 
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TRAN 


GOVERNOR RELATES TROUBLES OF E. AZERBAIJAN TNDUSTRIES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 Mar 80 p 12 


{Interview of the governor-general of East Azerbaijan Industries, Nureddin 
Gharavi, was interviewed by Esm  zimpur of Keyahn after having partici- 
pated in the governors’ conference in Tehran; date and place not given] 


[Excerpt] Question: The fact is that press, radio and television were 
not kept informed about what was going on in the governors’ conference. 
Also, much of what was discussed was not made public. As one of the par- 
ticipants, can you tell us what was discussed and whether you achieved 
anything? 


Answer: Before answering the latter part of your question, while reflect- 
ing my own dissatisfaction, allow me to talk about the proceedings of the 
conference not having been reported to the press or radio and television. 

In my opinion, officials acted improperly by their boycott of the confer- 
ence. I said “improperly” because, exactly as was the practice during the 
focmer regime, reporters and cameramen who had been there to cover the open- 
ing of the conference, left immediately after the president and the director 
of the ministry of interior made their speeches and left the conference 
room. Who remained there? Twenty-three people representing 20 provinces. 
In fact, the 23 who remained were representing the entire country and were 
those who were in close contact with realities. They were not men who 
usually control affairs from a distance, but those who are in the midst of 
the problems and know exactly what they are. If you were there, you cculd 
easily witness the boiling troubles while those in charge of the confer: nce 
were trying to go ahead with procedural issues within the proposed agenda. 
They did not succeed because all those troubles, pains and problems could 
not be summarized in an agenda. This was not reported in the press. In 

the end, with all due respect for the speakers at the opening session, I 
believe that what was discussed in the conference was far more important 
than what was said in the opening speeches. 


Question: Were 3 days enough for all the issues that had to be discussed? 
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Answer: Perhaps the conference cannot achleve anything, but is it not a 

good thing fot the people to know what is going on in their own areas? 

When I declare that the proposals put forward by me regarding reconstruction , 
of the flood-ravaged areas during Khordad [21 May - 21 June] had been ignored 
and no funds had yet been received, it does not concern me alone, It shows 
that I had not just given empty promises and that they had not been fulfilled 
because of difficulties. And when it is suggested that nationalized indus- 
tries in Azarbaijan are threatened from every corner, it could affect the 
entire country because industries were nationalized all over the country. 

Or when it is claimed that some of our workers, more than just a few, have 
gained political maturity enough to forego sharing profits this year (be- 
cause there was no profit). This is a fact that is applicable elsewhere in 
the country. Nationalized plants are under pressure from every direction 
‘that could lead to their eventual bankruptcy. They need raw material which 
cannot be found in the market. Certain hands sre at work to prevent raw 
material from reaching factories, resulting in work stoppages and the 

closing down of plants. We do our best to prevent this from occurring. Our 
production level has increased and products were offered for sale. Then, 

the same hands that had tried to prevent the raw materials from reaching 
manufacturers try to stop the sale of the finished products causing financial 
troubles for the factories leading to their bankruptcy. Could this be con- 
sidered as a problem only for Azarbaijan province? No, it is a problem for 
the nation. We propose that we should procure our needed raw material our- 
selves and eliminate the middlemen and take over the distribution and sale 

of our manufactured goods directly. This is the only way we can rid our- 
selves of disruptive elements. 


Question: So, you are satisfied with the results of the conference? 


Answer: To that extent, yes. As far as not having been reflected (in the 
news media) and its low value, no [sic]. We were fortunate, however, to 
achieve something for Azarbaijan. We told the conference and the Revolution- 
ary Council we could tackle every problem in the area. We said that we 

could take care of everything only if we had the needed funds. We were 

lucky that our suggestion was accepted by the council and a considerable 
budget was appropriated for Azarbaijan. 


Question: What was the amount? 


Answer: We were promised 500 million tumans for several projects. When 
there is a meeting of governor-generals it is only normal for the cabinet 
members also to be there, but they were not all there. To illustrate the 
importance of their presence at the conference, I must mention that the 
mere presence of the minister of agriculture, Dr Sheybani, helped in resolv- 
ing a number of agricultural problems on the spot. 


Question: Do you mean to say that governor-generals are so tied up with 
their duties that have no time to travel to Tehran to discuss their problems? 
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Answer: I am not in favor of discussing any one particular issue in such 
conferences. Each area has problems of its own requiring special solutions. 
It is wrong to try to find general solution for various problems. Every in- 
dividual problem requires individual solution. This is true even in the 
case of common problems. Nevertheless, to have been given the opportunity 
to get together and discuss different problems was something. 


Question: What is your estimate of sanpower that could be absorbed by your 
development projects? 


Answer: During our working season we were able to put 60,000 people to 
work in our road-constructing plans. You know that work in the province 

of Azarbaijan is seasonal. Work stops during the snow and in cold weather. 
We are now preparing identification cards for the farmers and as soon as 
the snow has melted we will resume work. In order to speed up our develop- 
ment plans, we have requested to be allowed to ignore some minor standards. 
The ministries of roads and housing have agreed. 


Question: Azarbaijan is an exceptional region, especially East Azarbaijan, 
from both agricultural and industrial points of view. Could you add more? 


Answer: In agriculture, with a total production of 580,000 tons of wheat 
last year, the area was self-sufficient. Implementation of special plans 
during the last planting season have vastly increased the area under culti- 
vation. We therefore expect to have a much bigger harvest next year. The 
project naturally requires additional planning, such as providing water for 
irrigation by building dams and other water reservoirs in which we could 
also raise fish. In the field of agricultural industries, efforts have been 
made not to become dependent upon foreign sources. As an example, the most 
important agricultural product of the Maragheh area is grapes. The decision 
is to set up all industries related to that pioduct within the same region. 
At the same time, we are trying to avoid centralization and not allow entire 
industries to become concentrated in Tabriz. Also, different industries 
have their proper places and that is why the honey-bee industry is being 
developed in the Ardabil region. All together, I am very optimistic about 
the future development of agriculture in Azarbaijan. 


As for the major industires, Azarbaijan is an important industrial pole. 
But, unfortunately, our major industries are losing money, some, like the 
machine tool plant, heavily. 


Question: Isn't that due to bureaucracy and the existance of a vast and 
costly administrative organization? 


Answer: This is one reason. As a whole, the type of production is also 
responsible. It was not originally set up in order to make profit. The 
conditions we have inherited are as follows: the machine tool complex, 
which is in debt 540 million tumans, loses 130 million tumans annually in 
a good year. The loss is far more if the level of production falls. 
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Question: Is the machine tool plant working in full capacity? 


Answer: The level of production has not yet reached that of 1356 [21 Mar 
77 - 21 Mar 78). Even after reaching that level it will be working at 
60-percent capacity. Even at that level, which is the final production 
capacity, it will still be losing money. 


Question: What is the condition at the tractor plant? 


Answer: In that case and similar plants, we are trying to widen the types 

of their products in order to find more users and make them profitable and 
prevent losses. This, of course, requires time. In connection with the 
foreign experts, I must say that they are more helpful compared with the 
Western experts and are more productive. We have tried to cancel agreements 
signed with the United States and Great Britain and replace them by agree- 
ments with non-Western nations. But as far as the tractor plant is concerned, 
it can break even if properly managed. It is now producing 35 to 40 tractors. 
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IRAN 


CHANGING 'PERSIAN’' GULF NAME VIEWED AS PLOT 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 7 Mar 80 p 9 


[Text] In an open letter addressed to the president and Tehran's Imam 
Jom'eh [the chief mullah for Friday prayers and ceremonies], the Pan-Iranist 
Party has objected to the elimination of the name "Persian" Gulf from the 
words of the president and Imam Jom'eh. 


The letter points out: Mr President, Hojatol Islam, Tehran's Imam Jom'eh, 
this gulf is the Persian Gulf. 


For several decades the colonialist and foreign policies have tried to 
divert Iran's great nation from its territorial, cultural, historical and 
religious identity in order to penetrate into the region and expand their 
lootings and plundering. 


An example of such colonialism and anti-Iranian rise of all world plunderer 
policies, both West and East, is their attack on the identity of Fars 
(Persian) and their constant effort to take away Iran's historic and politi- 
cal rights in the Persian Gulf. In implementation of their broad and con- 
tinuous plots, the colonialist attacks and conspiracies of the oppressing 
and cruel powers have been manifested in various ways in the Persian Gulf. 
One of the colonialist plans which was brought up as an international plot 
against the Iranian nation was the conspiracy of separating Bahrain from 
Iran. This is one of the obvious conspiracies of the colonialists and their 
affiliated agents for further cultural, economic and political influence in 
this part of the world. One of the biggest treacheries committed by the 
former regime and its affiliates was their direct participation in commiting 
this treachery toward the Iranian nation. Obviously all those groups and 
individuals who, one way or the other, cooperated with this conspiracy or 
stayed quiet are responsible and cannot be forgiven. Simultaneously with 
this historic crime and aggression upon the sovereign rights of the Iranian 
nation openly, wide conspiracies were made for changing the identity of the 
Persian Gulf especially the historic name of the Persian Gulf which has been 
used for thousands of years. 
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Mr President and Hojatol Islam, Tehran's Imam Jom'eh: 


Undoubtedly you are aware that especially from the time of the treacherous 
government of Hoveyda, who was in full alinement with alten governments 

and anti-!ranian efforts for changing the identity of the Persian Gulf and 
e)} .minating the word "Fars" (Persian) which had been used for thousands of 
years took more extensive dimensions. In the accomplishment of this colon- 
lalist plot, not only the treacherous ruling board, but all colonialist 
policies and their affiliates participated. 


It is quite surprising that we see that after the great revolution of the 
Iranian nation, the president who is in a sensitive position from the stand- 
point of his national and social responsibilities leaves out the word Persian 
when ceferring to the Persian Gulf in his interview with AL MADINEH newspaper 
(published in issue number 203 of the Islamic Revolution) and he avoids using 
"Persian Gulf" a name which has been used for thousands of years. It is 

more surprising that according to KEYHAN's article published on 11 Esfand 
1358 [1 Mar 1980] Hojatol Islam, Tehran's Imam Jom'e, in his second sermon 
says: "Today, in the four corners of the region fire has been set behind 

the borders of Iran: in Afghanistan, Iraq and the gulf..." Now, aside 

from the fact that the warm waters of the Persian Gulf have never been 
located behind the borders of Iran, I should say that the gulf that Tehran's 
Imam Jome'h refers to in his sermon is the Persian Gulf, a name which had 
been used long ago, even when the eras were not recorded by history. 


Mr President and Hojatol Islam, Tehran's Imam Jome'‘h: 


Perhaps reminding you of this important political, social and historic 
point, which is one of the most important rights of the Iranian nation, may 
not be pleasant for some individuals, just as it was not for the powerful 
persons in the former regime. However, I find it my duty to remind you 

at this special time that as an Iranian, either for all Pan-Iranist strug- 
glers, or struggling and patriotic Iranians, for myself alone to emphasize 
that the Persian Gulf is the Persian Gulf. Any word or action for changing 
the historic identity of the Persian Gulf will never be in harmony with the 
desire of millions of Iranians and the great revolution of the nation in 
this territory. 


I hope that whatever has been published in the above-mentioned papers--which 
unfortunately was repeated after the revolution--was just a verbal mistake 
and that the president and Hojatol Islam Imam Jom‘eh of Tehran would remove 
all doubt by emphasizing that the gulf that they are talking about is the 
Persian Gulf and that especially all administrative and nonadministrative 
authorities should use "Persian Gulf" as a whole name in their correspondence 
and making any comments. 


Signed by Pan-Iranist Party 14 Esfand, 1358 [4 March 1980] 
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IRAN 


PLANS TO DEVELOP SISTAN GIVEN PRIORITY 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 Mar 80 p 6 
[Article by Email Chavoshi: "Sistan, tue State of the Underprivileged"] 


[Excerpt] Sistan, the state once known as the breadbasket of Iran, is 
gripped by dire poverty. Not only are people besieged by economic poverty 
but also by lack of educational and health facilities which could wipe out 
the entire population. Many articles have been written in the past few 
months about this area but, unfortunately, few people cared to listen to 
the angry cries of the truly deprived people of this country, or if heard 
not many paid attention to them. In our second study visit to Sistan, 
accompanied by the geography students from Sistan's teachers college (our 
first visit took place in Ordibehesht [21 Apr to 21 May] of this year), we 
heard stories from farmers and witnessed conditions that could make tears 
come to one's eyes. The first thing that strikes one's eyes is the lack of 
water in the state, a factor which has all but wiped out agriculture. As 
told by farmers in the village of Adimi, destruction of agriculture in the 
state began at the time of Mossadeq after people who had been subject to 
oppression by the previous governments rose against the Pahlavi regime and 
tried to rid themselves of internal exploitation. Then came the coup of 
28 Mordad (23 July - 22 Aug 1953) resulting in the comeback of the blood- 
thirsty ones once again. 


This time the exploiters, led by Asadollah' Alam, returned with better plans 
with wider dimensions and with the intention of taking revenge. They pre- 
vented the state to be touched by the land reform program and, as it was 
later learned, tried to destroy the state's agriculture in order to make 
farmers bow to them again. But the farmers, especially younger ones, 

could not bear the oppression and therefore began migrating to various 
cities and towns in the country searching for jobs. Thus, villages were 
abandoned and farms destroyed. 


One of the first plans of the Pahlavi regime aimed at destroying the state's 
agriculture was the building of the Kumak Dam on the Hirmand River located 

2 kilometers away from the Iran-Afghar border. It had negative effects on 
the state's agriculture. As the level of the land on both sides of the 
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dam is almost the same, it could not serve any hydrolic purposes, and as 
the gradual accumulation of silt in the dam's reservoir has raised the 
river's bed, it has changed course right at the Afghan border, diverting 
the water into Afghanistan. Anyone visiting the dam feels that they had 
spent so much money in order to divert the water back to Afghanistan be- 
cause, first, the land area belonging to Iran and facing the dam is not 
great and extends for only 2 kilometers up to the Afghan border. Secondly, 
al] the diversion canals are filled with silt and no water tiows in then. 
And third, it is quite obvious that most of the water flows back to 
Afghanistau. ! 


In order to develop the state's agriculture, farmers are of the opinion 
that the Islamic revolutionary government should wipe out the dam and let 
the water flow into ‘ran again by removing the accumulated silt. They be- 
lieve this job is so vital that they are prepared to give thousands of 
martyrs to carry it out and revive the state's agriculture and make it 
possible for future generations to benefit from this lifegiving source. 
But have the officials thceught of this and visited the place? And if so, 
why have the farmers nec been informed? 


The people of this state, and especially the farmers, have a lot to tell 
the proper officials but it seems that every time officials go to Sistan 
they only visit Zabol and listen to reports of the governor and the heads 
of various other departments. They never bother to visit the villages and 
get the facts and try to find a solution. 


The Powder Keg 


As a university professor concerned about the future of this region, I warn 
responsible officials to help save these farmers by implementing urgent 
development programs. These farmers live in terrible conditions, far worse 
than those living in the shanty houses of Tehran Pars or the cavedwellers 
in south Tehran or those living in tents in Dowlatabad. This place is a 
power keg that could explode by a spark, destroying all there is. Here, 

we refer to only a few of the problems faced by farmers and then try to. 
suggest solutions. The main problem is the shortage of water, both for 
drinking and for irrigation purp:ses. In certain villages, no water could 
be found at all and drinking water are brought in from other villages. In 
some places, the water is so salty that it is difficult to drink. During 
our study trip to the area last Ordibehesht [21 April to 22 May], on our 
way to the Dust Mohammad district, we visited a village named Margu just to 
see how people lived there. In learning the purpose of our visit an old 
woman ran into her house bringing us a bowl of soup and asking us to eat it. 
It was so salty that I found it impossible for me to eat. It is no exag- 
geration if I say that it was far more salty than the salt water in which 
we preserve cheese. I became suspicious of the woman thinking that she had 
purposely put salt in the water to attract our attention and make us feel 
sorry for them. Just to make sure, I asked for the source of their water 
in the village. She led me to a well and we sort of felt ashamed and emba- 
rassed after tasting the water and apologized to the woman. What could a 
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bunch of students do? This is a problem for the responsible officials 
to tackle. It must be noted that there are some 3,500 villages in the 
state of Sistan and Baluchestan. 


Many villages lack schools, and in many, old and wornout tents are used as 
school houses, like the one in the Kikhah village on the road from Zabol to 
Kuh-e Khajeh, where those in charge talked so much about their needs that 
is not possible to talk about it in details here. The interesting thing 
about it was that this one served as a central school to which students 
came from several nearby villages, some as far as 18 kilometers away. Can 
one learn anything under such circumstances? This question was put to us 
by the school principal, which I, in turn, ask the responsible officials. 


There is no electric power anywhere in villages around Zabol. If there be 
any it will be in the districts’ centers and for no more than 5 hours a day 
and only for the use of the local gendarmerie, government officials and the 
affluent. Generators are so small that even all of these could not be served. 
Lack of bath houses, infirmaries, roads, communications and transportation 
are among the major problems. In short, in these faraway villages of Iran, 
problems, shortages and insufficiencies are plenty. Shortages are so 

immense that there is nothing but problems and problems. 


Proposals and solutions: 


There are two ways by which the water problem of Sistan and Bluchestan could 
be solved. One way is for the government to pump the water of the Sea of 
Oman, carrying it by pipes into small reservoirs, desalinizing and making 

it suitable for drinking and irrigation. It is true that this is an ex- 
pensive proposition but this is the only way the lives of the people in the 
province could be saved and prosperity brought back to them. 


Another way is to destroy the colonial Kuhak Dam and make the water of the 
Hirmand River flow again by clearing away the silt and make it possible for 
the Sistan region to once again enjoy its benefits. 


As for health, education, housing and roads, development projects there 
should be given priority by the government. By implementing emergency de- 
velopment plans, the immediate needs of the people could be met. 


Esmail Chavoshi, 3/10/58 (24 Dec 79) Zahedan Teachers College. 
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IRAN 


"NATIONALIZING' FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TRADE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 5 Jan 80 p 8 


[Commentary by Dr ‘Ali Akbar Madani: "In ‘Nationalizing' Foreign Trade We 
Must Also Give Attention to Domestic Trade") 


[Text] In an interview with the Minister of Finance an important issue, 

the nationalization of foreign trade, was raised. Woe be it that certain 
words become most popular for a period of time without precise attention 
having been paid to their implications on the one hand or their consequential 
effects on the other. 


Nationalization as we commonly understand it today means: To bring under 
the control and management of government. In effect, a nationalized enter- 
prise is to continue its activities as before but under the leadership and 
directives of the government, which represents the interests of society; 
thus, all its profits are to be poured into the pocket of the government, 
which is to say the people. 


In the case of the nationalization of foreign trade and in light of the monopoly 
law of 1930 controlling Iranian foreign trade, it would appear that the 
application of this term is inconsistent. Note carefully that this law, 
affecting both imports and exports, establishes a government monopoly, even 
though the second article of the law allows the government the prerogative 

to transfer its monopoly rights to others for a percentage of the commercial 
gain as set by the government. 


If we should now nationalize foreign trade, would this mean that we had 
brought it under government control? Has the law ever been repealed, or 
were the government's rights violated, and are we now taking steps to regain 
them? This can be considered trying to acquire what you already have, thus 
{the argument for nationalization] logically fails. 


As I have written in another article, words like anything else have their 
ups and downs in terms of popularity. At the present time when the word 
"nationalization" has been recognized by the general populace as a panacea, 
banks, institutions, credits, and particularly their debts have been 
nationalized. 
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Very well, suppose you are to nationalize imports, How would you make the 
system work? 


I can imagine that your answer might possibly be: Do we not already have 
the Office of Foreign Trade, within the former Ministry of Economics and 
the present Ministry »f Commerce, and has this institution not successfully 
imported goode whenever necessary, especially to prevent shortages of many 
goods, and price increases, and to regulate prices? 





Your answer appears logical given that it has been able to head off shortages 
and price increases of certain items such as meat and cement, and through 

a thousand twists and turns has been able to regulate prices somewhat. 
However, do not overlook the fact that the total number of goods we are talking 
about here does not exceed the number of fingers on your hands; whereas, on 
the other hand, if I am not mistaken, more than 3300 items have been imported, 
according to customs statistics. At any rate, how would you know what goods 
were needed? How would you find out, for example, if there were a shortage 
of FIAT distributor caps, let us say, or a shortage of automobile headlights, 
or no black-eyed peas available on the market, and 80 on? You can extend 
this question to cover 3300 items and realize the complexities. 


Allow me to suggest that if nationalization, or better yet taking advantage 
of the already established legal right [of the government], is designed to 
prevent the present stupefyingly high prices, we cannot obtain this desired 
result except through the regulation of the domestic market. If it ‘s 
designed merely to obtain import profits, these profits go into the pocket 
of the importer only in the domestic market [as published]. 


Let me clarify the problem. Let us take for example a merchant who imports 
radios. This merchant, after paying the “registered deposit" and establishing 
credit...; but, why describe the mechanism of banking? Let us suppose 

that each one of the imported radios comes to 1,000 tomans [10,000 rials] 
when all expenditures have been taken into account. 


Keep this in mind. I will analyze it later, Up to this point, given the 
supposition that the government official would buy radios as prudently 

and carefully as a private merchant would and the same radio, of the finest 
quality and lowest price, would be brought to the border of Iran, the 
government official would have acted exactly like the merchant, there would 
be no difference between the two. In effect, a radio would have come to 
Iran costing 1,000 tomans. But the problems and difficulties, and ultimately 
the radio's increase in price of three or four times, are created within 

the country. This subject of the radio calls to mind a personal experience 
which is very much related to what we are talking about, 


A few years ago I bought a small Japanese radio for DM14 in Germany. At 
that time the exchange rate was 25 riais per mark.) The day after my return 
to Iran, while window shopping I saw the same radio in a shop. I entered 
the store and asked the price. It was 120 tomans [1,200 rials}. When I 
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told the shopkeeper that | had bought the same radio for 34 [as published] 
tomane in Germany, he replied that I had not paid custom and commercial 
taxes, and #0 on, on it, 


At that time | was up-to-date on such issues, I figured .or him all the 
taxes required by law. I also added 50 percent profit for the shopkeeper. 
According to my calculations, he should have been selling the radio for 60 or 
at most 65 tomans. Since he had no further argument, he gave me an answer 
which reflects quite well the sconomic situation of the bazaar both from a 
material and psychological point of view. Do you know what he said? "In 
Iran we all rip each other off..." 


You should not conclude from this introduction that this writer is against 
enforcing the foreign trade monopoly law or, more specifically, against 

the “nationalization” of foreign trade. No. You would be mistaken. We are 
talking about the logic of enforcing this law. Confining our concerns to 
those of the import of goods, if we are merely to take the place of the 
import merchant, concerning ourselves with distribution and fighting the 
high price of imported goods, then, yes, I would be 100 percent opposed 

to this useless measure [nationalization] which appeals to the common people. 


Let us not forget that what disrupts the market of goods in Iran and creates 
daily price index increases is domestic trade and its accompanying machinery. 
In the above example, on the whole, the importer is never the seller of 

the merchandise. This function is, rather, transferred to another institu- 
tion, the wholesaler. This wholesaler is not a shopkeeper and does not 

come in direct contact with the customer; instead, he sells to major and 
possibly a few minor shopkeepers. And generally the minor retail shopkeeper 
buys from those major shopkeepers a number of radios to sell to his customers. 


This system is operative in the case of all imported goods with only a few 
insignificant exceptions. If we broaden our horizons to include the 
distribution of domestic goods in the country, we will realize that the 
situation is ecactly the same. Let us not forget that in all these stages 
there are also dealers, middlemen, and most likely extortionists involved, 
each of whom makes a living in this way. And it is because of this 

that the difference between the production cost and the retail price, of 
five or six times more, is so great. It is this system which puts the 
people, especially workers, employees, and generally all those individuals 
on a fixed income, in such a tight bind. 


I am sure that when you understand this system, you will agree with me that 
if domestic trade is not "nationalized" simultaneously with foreign trade, 
the step taken [in nationalizing foreign trade] would be the same as 
limitation of mere public appeasement. 


| assure you that this writer is informed of all the major difficulties 
inherent in the present subject and knows that putting it into action will 
necessitate a series of organizational, mechanical, ‘egal, and administrative 
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measures and reforms, and necessitates extensive revision in the present 
framework. But those who hope to traverse a stormy sea in a fragile boat 
must prepare themselves for all the accompanying disappointments, defeats, 
and ups and downs. They can only reach the shore safely through perseverance. 


Il am afraid that those of you who are familiar with my writing, in which I 
generally delve into the details of an issue, might accuse me of generalizing, 
of which I am the number one enemy. In order to avoid this accusation, I 
must necessarily reply that such reforms and revisions in the economic struc- 
ture of the country cannot be fully analyzed in a short article; the analysis 
of each and every kind of reform required would call for several articles. 
But the first and foremost problem is that of getting rid of the middlemen, 
each of whom cling like an ominous parasite to the organs and limbs of the 
economy of this country. In any case, I am sure that before a total revision 
of the structure of our domestic trade, we will not profit from not having 
"nationalized" our foreign trade. 
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TRAN 


MINISTER RELAXES STAND ON NATIONALIZING INDUSTRIES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 5 Feb 80 p 10 


[Special interview with Dr Ahmadzadeh Heravi, the minister of industries 
and mines, by Mas'ud Behadoran of KEYHAN; date and place not given] 


[Excerpts] The law does not authorize the nationalizing of all industries. 
Five years from now all automobile parts will be manufactured in Iran. 
Every day we wage a struggie over industries which have not been nationalized. 


Absconded managers who were not perpetrators of murder or theft will employ 
legal aids in effecting their return. 


If owners of industries pocket exorbitant profits, part of their income 
will go to the state treasury as a levy of one-fifth, the poor tax, and 
income tax. 


The medling of irresponsible persons, the increase of workers, the paying 
of wages and the purchase of raw materials without regard for financial 
possibilities removed the principle of control in industries and created 
vast and unanalyzable problems. So in the year which has passea of the 
revolution, we have given work permits to 309 productive industrial units. 
And since we have striven to break our dependency, many necessities among 
industrial products have been and will be manufactured in Iran (in whole 
or in part) according to need. 


Dr Ahmadzadeh Heravi, minister of industries and mines, described the pro- 
blems and difficulties in a special interview with Mas'ud Behadoran. 


The minister of industries and mines was asked: "What have you done dur- 
ing the past year for the recovery and expansion of the productivity of 
industries?" 


He answered: "Before I reply to this question, I should say that we have 
witnessed an unimaginably disturbed situation, together with extraordinary 
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disorders. The first measure we took was to have the backpay of workers 
paid by providing various loans to units. And since many of the units 
were lacking directors and managers, we brought a report to the Committee 
of the Revolution, and on the basis of that we appointed directors and 
managers for the units. And gradually we brought under consideration units 
whose managers were not able to administer their factories or whose man- 
agers had fled abroad, or owners of large industries who had absconded. 

The workers of these units were not prepared to accept the former directors 
and were not working." 


Siruggles with owners of industries 


Ahmadzadeh then said: "The management of all these companies and factories 
was not an easy task, because the owners of these units introduced oppres- 
sion and harm from at home and abroad, caused disruption, created problems, 
and incited the workers. 


"Large and small industrial units and private-sector commercial companies 
were faced, along with other problems, with a lack of financial resources, 
and so, after approval, they were allocated 80 billion rials credit for the 
purchase of raw materials for these units. As a result wheels went 
smoothly into motion, so that at present our ports are working at 80-percent 
capacity compared with the year ‘56 [21 Mar 1977 - 20 Mar 1978]. And we 
have encouraging new statistics which we will put before the public of the 
nation of Iran just this week." 


He added: "In the view of the Ministry of Industries and Mines, securing 
the independence of industries is actually a part of the nation's total 
independence. We moved in three directions so that in this area we might 
lessen dependency on foreign nations or sever it: 1) research and explor- 
ation; 2) the supplying of raw materials; 3) surplus equipment and the pre- 
servation of financial credit. As a result, we have advanced relative to 
this goal and deadline. We installed forces of our own experts in place 

of foreigners and today many companies and factories throughout the country 
are operating without the intervention of foreign hands, so that there 
should be great gratitude for and appreciation of these forces indeed, be- 
cause it was here that these forces and experts showed their noble revolu- 
tionary intelligence and insight." 


Here the minister of industries and mines pointed to the example of the 

Iran National Plant and said: "Many of the parts needed in this plant are 
now manufactured within the country as well, and correspondingly we modified 
our arrangement with the English with a total change of attitude. Although 
there is not the desired production and efficiency, still this is the begin- 
ning of the road, and 5 years from now we will be self-sufficient in auto- 
mobiles--and without foreign involvement. Meanwhile we started agencies 

for the supplying of parts relating to our needs from abroad, and this was 
the cause of many industrialists beginning to manufacture necessities 

and parts that used to be imported from abroad--for example, gas regulators." 
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Regarding the nationalizing of industries and its consequences the minister 
of industries and mines said this: 


"We made many studies about industries, and on the basis of these studies 
there was presented a law for the protection and development of industries, 
and the nationalizing of these units was not carried out in haste. If we 
had not carried out this action, dislocations would have been greater than 
this, because after the revolution the plant workers, who knew that the 
Khaiyamis and Reza'is were stealing everything, were not ready to continue 
their work. They did not accept such directors on principle, and also such 
persons were not able to work in accord with revolutionary conditions. Every 
day we hold hearings in places where industries or plants have not been 
nationalized for them to come and say, by a thousand and one testimonies, 
"Nationalize the rest too!" But the law does not give such an authoriza- 
tion; the fact is that the nationalizing of many plants took place before 
these dispossessions. 


"For example, the ‘Alavi (the former Pahlavi) Foundation, which is involved 
in managing many plants in five provinces of the country, officially wrote 
a letter which abolished the participation of nonaccountable people and the 
increase of the return on capital. The principle of following the experts 
remained far from their thoughts, and as a consequence the practice of man- 
agement is not possible in any of these areas. The factories and plants 
are like candles that melt, and it is not possible to maintain and preserve 
them." He added: "Just as I explained in an earlier interview with KEYHAN, 
the paint workers are honest men and should undertake most of the effort to 
preserve and maintain the factories." 


Committees 


The minister of industries and mines referred to the plan for committees 

and said: “In the constitution, most appointments have been assigned to 

the committees, but actually there is no law in force which can implement 
this order properly in the factories, and the committees have created 

various difficulties. I can say that work has been accomplished successfully 
in workplaces where cooperation has been achieved between management and 
committee. For example, Iran National, which was nationalized, has been 
successful in this respect." 


On the subject of industries, he here referred to the price of the Paykan 
on the market and said: “Because of the cutoff of the importation of auto- 
mobiles, the Paykan market has heated up. And since production is not up 
to people's demand, opportunistic profiteers have disarranged this market 
and added problem upon problem, which is not to the profit of the people 

or the nation. 


"In regard to this same problem, factories will develop engine production 
in the coming years, and over the next 5 years we will strive to support 
them so that we may become self-sufficient in automobiles without foreign 
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participation and may achieve a reasonable production." He said in con- 
clusion: "The nationalizing of industries has been totally according to 
revolutionary law." 


It was asked: “To what degree has the complete severing of dependency on 
foreign nations been achieved?" 


Ahmadzadeh answered: “After this we will strengthen the industrial base, 
and we will only permit the establishment of factories which are self- 
sufficient in materials. Take home necessities, for example; for the manu- 
facture of these kinds of materials we do not give permission to buy parts 
from a foreign company and assemble them in Iran. Rather, they themselves 
should manufacture all necessities and parts in the same place. From sheet 
metal to carburetors, everything should be made at home so that the breaking 
of dependency may find realization. Here he referred to various industries 
such as foundries, along with light and heat, automobile manufacture, air- 
craft manufacture, and shipbuilding, which will be set up under government 
authority. But one can invest capital in smaller, private-sector industries 
and continue to engage in work profitably. Thus in the first 9 months of 
the year we gave work permits to 309 industrial units, so that these units 
might turn out necessities and materials--from manufacturing to electrical, 
chemical, and metal--and food processing." 


It was asked: "What persons have you appointed in place of the absconded 
managers, and what was the basis for their selection?" 


The answer was given: "In the first stage we sought to send a supervisor 
to these plants; then we appointed a manager and a managing committee which 
could possess the necessary expertise. 1: was endeavored to select from 
the very personnel of the plants and tv invite few persons from outside. 

In fact the committee of workers practiced fellowship and cooperation and 
recommended people to be managers." 


9524 
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IRAN 


GULF FISHERIES BOLSTERED AGAINST COMPETITION 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 7 Mar 80 p 10 


[Text] The managing director of Southern Fisheries announced yesterday 
that 500 million riale of credit had been approved to help the fishery 
cooperatives next year. The credit will be used by giving loans to the 
cooperatives to buy fishing equipment to put at the disposal of the fisher- 
men. There will be no interest on the loan. He added: "The aim of the 
Southern Fishery is to strengthen the fishermen through cooperatives. In 
this respect, the cost of buying fish from the fishermen has increased but 
there has been no change in the price sold to the consumers. 


He added: “This year 700 tons of shrimp was caught which shows an increase 
of 30 percent as compared to last year. From this amount, 600 cons will be 
exported and 100 tons will be consumed domestically. It should be pointed 
out that Iran's shrimp is the world's best known shrimp and that it is 

sold at 12 dollars a kilo abroad." 


The managing director of the company then referred to the role of foreign 
companies in fishing in the country and said: "Korean companies catch two 
types of fish, tuna and "Matbakhi" (cooking) fish from the waters of high 
seas such as the Sea of Oman and the Indian Ocean. According to an agree- 
ment between Iran and Korea, the Koreans are to deliver 6,000 tons of 
Matbakhi fish to Iran annually, which they have done. However, regarding 
tuna fish, the Koreans have not followed the terms of the contract and we 
will treat them according to the principles of the agreement." 


Regarding the problems of the fishery, he said: "The most important pro- 
blem that the Southern Fishery is faced with is shortage of tuna fish which 
we try to buy from local fishermen and import to cover the shortages. Our 
demand for this type of fish is about 6,000 tons a year. We will import 
about 4,000 tons from Pakistan, Sharjah, and Lebanon and until No-Ruz, the 
new year holidays, 2,000 tons will arrive in Iran and be distributed among 
the provinces." 


The managing director of Southern Fisheries explained the reason for the 
delay in importing fish and said: "Unfortunately, the delav made by the 
Ministry of Commerce in issuing a permit for importing fish resulted in 
paying $900 a ton for a fish which cost $625 a ton. So, we sustained a 
great loss in the annual purchase of fish for the country. In order that 
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we could supply fish to the consumer market on time, an additional $200 

was paid to Lebanese truck owners. As a result, this company has sustained 

a loss of about $300,000 for the delay in the issuance of a permit." The 
maneging director referred to future projects and said: "Based on a develop- 
ment plan which is being implemented, we will be self-sufficient in the near 
future. The goal is to get rid of ties. On the other hand, the contract 
between Korea and Iran is now being reviewed and if the Koreans do not 

honor the contract, it will immediately be canceled." 


About tuna fish plants in Bandar Abbas he said: "At present, the plant 
works at full capacity. This year 10 million cans of tuna fish was produced 
and supplied to the market. The problem of this plant is a shortage of tuna 
fish. Shortly two types of Southern Fishery products will be supplied to 
the market. One is "Qaliyeh" and the other “Lubiya" fish." The managing 
director of Southern Fisheries said that he has no problems with the fisher- 
men and that since it is not economical for the fishermen to sell shrimp in 
the free market, they sell their shrimp to the fishery company. 


9156 
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IRAQ 


PAPER COMMENTS ON IRAQI REJECTION OF FOREIGN HEGEMO:'Y 
JN301929 Baghdad Voice of the Masses in Arabic 1600 GMT 30 Mar 80 JN 


[Editorial AL-THAWRAH: "Our Revolution is a Clear Example of the Role of 
Ideology and Independence in the Pan-Arab Freedom Struggle") 


[Excerpts] In his historic and comprehensive address at the Pan-Arab 
People's Conference, Comrade Saddam Husayn, deputy secretary general of 

the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, has outlined the Arab masses’ will, aspira- 
tion and dreams throughout the great homeland. 


As the masses in our country in particular and our Arab masses in general 
have become accustomed, leader Saddam Husayn has been ideological in his 

discussion of the Pan-Arab march of freedom and courageous in expressing 

the aims of the mounting Arab revolution. He was not intimidated by any- 
one; he spelled out facts clearly. As His Excellency said, we have never 
been accustomed to adopting hidden stands. This has been the road of the 
17 July revolution since its first day. 


As a result of its firm ideological stands, our revolution has been exposed 
to a variety of pressures, tendentious attempts and blackmail. But despite 
all of these attempts, the revolution remained steadfast. It did not com- 
plain or ask for help, even during the most difficult stages of its develop- 
ment. The revolution stood fast in face of all political, economic and 
military pressures because of its ideological and revolutionary stand and 
because of the rallying of our masses around its historic and wise leader- 
ship. Thus, our revolution has drawn for our Arab nation and the Third 
World nations a clear example of the role of ideology and independence in 
the freedom and progress of people. Leader Saddam Husayn's address to the 
fraternal Arabs has been based on a vital, revolutionary and long experience. 


Those who cannot solve their problems alone will not find anyone to solve 
their problems for them. Resorting to this or that foreign force under 
this pretext will definitely weaken Arab struggle. When this or that Arab 
country allows a U.S. military presence in its territory, for example, the 
Soviet military presence may exist in another part of the Arab homeland. 
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When the French forces come to this or that part of the Arab nation, the 
British forces, in turn, will come to the nation. Undoubtedly, this will 
expose our Arab homeland to fragmentation and partition. 


Dependence on intrinsic potentials and power does not mean rejection of 
friendship with world countries, whether big or small. The condition which 
the revolution places on friendship is that this friendship should be part 
of the well-known international conditions and not at the expense of the 
independence and the national or Pan-Arab sovereignty. 


In this regard, the revolution in our country knew how to solve this unique 
equation, the equation which the superpowers were not accustomed to hearing. 
The revolution also knew how to distinguish between this and that foreign 
country through their stands on the Arab nation's issues, led by the Pales- 
tine question. The White House rulers, for example, are enemies for the 
Arab nation because they are occupying our territory through the Zionist 
entity. The United States has and still is supporting this entity mili- 
tarily, politically and economically at the expense of the high interests 
of the Arab nation. 


As for the Soviets, although our country has friendly relations and mutual 
interests with them, we are not ready to accept this friendship if it is 
based on hegemony. 

The Ba'th revolution in Iraq is a revolution for all the Arabs. Therefore, 


it is against foreigners no matter who they are if these foreigners want to 
occupy any part of the Arab territory. 


CSO: 4802 
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IRAQ 


SEMBLANCE OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY SEEN IN NEW COUNCILS 
Pa:ris AL~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 12 Jan 80 p 23 
[Article by Fu'ad Matar: "The Parliamentary Life Returning to Iraq") 


[Text] By a revolutionary decree the chamber of deputies was abolished in 
Iraq, and by a revolutionary decree such a body returns to Iraq. When the 
revolution abolished the chamber of deputies in 1958, it abolished a 


parliament whose job had been to make whatever laws the government of Nuri 
al-Sa'id wanted. And the laws that this government wanted fell under the 


heading of continuation within the framework of dubious foreign alliances. 


During the 21 years in which a parliament has been absent from Iraq, many 
changes have occurred and many new notions have prevailed. 


At this point, we find ourselves asking what President Saddam Husayn expects 
from parliament. The draft law to form a Parliament was published some days 
ago along with the draft law to form a Legislative Council for the autonomous 
area of Kurdistan, accompanied by an invitation from the Revolution Command 
Council--which drafted the laws--to the people of Iraq, their [party] and 
their unions to debate the two laws and express their opinions about them? 


Perhaps the self-evident answer to this question is that President Saddam 
Husayn is satisfied with the parliamentary experience and wants to put it 
into effect. 


The importance of the returning parliament in Iraq is that in accordance with 
the published draft law, the parliament will be a participant in the decisions 
and legislation which up to this point have been restricted solely to the RCC, 
or, in other words, the Ba'th Party. 


The powers which the draft law specifies for the parliament include approving 
the nomination of the president of the republic, proposing bills, making 

laws in accordance with the provisions of the constitution, approving the 
state budget and national development plans, ratifying international treaties 
and agreements in accordance with the provisions of the constitution, 
debating general domestic and foreign policies, and summoning any member of 
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the cabinet in order to request clarification or seek an explanation from 
him in accordance with by-laws, 


Moreover, the parliament will not be a parliament of the Ba'th Party, 
although the oath which the parliment member will take requires that he be 
dedicated "to the principles of the 17-30 July Nationai and Socialist 
Revolution" and that he work "with full self-sacrifice and devotion to 
achieve the people's goals of unity, freedom and socialism." 


It would appear necessary at this point to indicate that the call for 
“dedication to" differs from a call for “abidance by." However, it should 
be borne in mind that a majority of the members of parliament will be 
Ba'thists for a number of basic reasons, including the fact that the 

Ba'th Party now has a million members scattered throughout Iraq and their 
activity is charac erized by a remarkable dynamism. These party members 
have become, within a framework of political action combined with party 
ideology, potent experts in understanding the popular movement and the 
demands and aspirations of the people. 


Moreover, based on the articles of the draft law, the parliament will be 
progressive in its framework. These articles stipulate that the candidate 

for membership of parliament must believe in the principles and goals of the 
17-30 July Revolution. The candidate is required to meet the condition of 
belief in the principles of the revolution before being nominated. After 

he becomes a member, as the oath indicates, he must be dedicated to the 
revolution and its principles. In addition, the draft law stipulates that 

the candidate must have completed his military service unless he is exempt. 

He must not have been subjected to nationalization measures or have had 
agricultural reform laws applied to him. He must not have been "convicted 

of any crime involving the internal or external security of the state since 
17-30 July 1968, any crime which violates the public trust, any crime involving 
the national economy and the financial trust of the state, any crime involving 
state funds, or any crime offensive to public morals." 


One article which attracts attention is the one stipulating that every candi- 
date for the parliament must be able to read and write. The reason for 

this article is that a number of members in the last Iraqi parliament prior 
to the 1958 Revolution did not know how to read and write and would stamp 
their thumbprints on memoranda and copies of bills. However, the condition 
that a candidate be able to read and write is no longer a big problem, 

since the campaign to eradicate illiteracy in Iraq has gone three-fourths 

of the way, and in view of President Saddam Husayn's statement in a meeting 
some time ago that in 2 years' time it will be possible to declare Iraq 
completely free of illiteracy. 


The draft law gives immunity to parliament members, since no one shall 
question a member about "the views he expresses and the facts he presents 
during the performance of his duties in parliament," and since “no member 
of parliament may be pursued or arrested for a crime when parliament is in 
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session without authorization from parliament, unless he is caught in the act 
of committing a felony." 


Elections will be supervised by a five-man committee chaired by an RCC member 
and including the minister of local government, the minister of justice, 

and @ representative of each of the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party and the 
Patriotic Nationalist Progressive Front [sic]. 


The draft law does not permit a parliament member "to be chairman or member of 
the board of a company in the private sector, or to enter into a contract 
either in person or indirectly with the state or any public legal person in 

a capacity of concessionarie or contractor." 


As a precaution against traditional interferences, the state will “bear the 
expenses and costs of promotion and election activities for all candidates." 
Any candidate who receives sums of money from "any hostile domestic agency 
or any foreign agency" will be punished. 


Parliament will be composed of 250 members elected in secret ballot in a 
free and direct public election. The draft law permits state employees to 
present themselves as candidates. 


It remains to be said that the restoration of parliamentary life tc Iraq 
after 21 years is evidently an issue of far-reaching importance on the plane 
of practical democratic experience. One indication of this importance is 
the fact that responsible and careful discussions of the articles contained 
in the draft laws began as soon as the draft laws were published. The dis- 
cussions do not occur behind closed doors but on the pages of newspapers and 
on the television screen. 


Despite the fact that the return of parliament has been carefully calculated, 
it is nonetheless a window which is opening at just the right time--a time 
when Iraqis are experiencing feelings of stability. 


8591 
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TRAQ 


COOPERATION AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH AUSTRALIA 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 15 Mar 80 p 13 


[Text] Mr Hassan Ali, Iraqi Minister of Commerce and member of the Revo- 
lutionary Command Council (RCC), met on March 11, Mr Malcolm Frazer, 
Australian Prime Minister. The two men of state discussed relations 
between the two countries and the ways to improve commercial, economic 
and technical cooperation. They discussed also political issues concern- 
ing the Arab World, and particularly the Palestinian Question. 


The same day Mr Hassan Ali and Mr Douglas Antony, Australian Vice Prime 
Minister and Minister of Commerce, signed an agreement to cooperace in 
the commercial, economic and technical fields. The agreement calls for 
the improvement of technical cooperation and the exchange of modern tech- 
nology between commercial institutions. 


This exchange of technology includes visits of Australian experts and 
technicians in Iraq to train the Iraqis in the fields of agricultural 
machinery, irrigation, farms, and engineering industries. The Australians 
would help also establish technical institutes specialized in agriculture, 
industry, planning, and construction. 


The agreement calls the two sides to decide on the necessary steps to im- 
prove and expand commercial relations, and developing at the same time 
the economic and technical cooperation. A joint-governmental committee 
was assigned to meet at the request of any of the two governments to 
supervise the implementation of the agreement, and to examine ways to 
facilitate mutual cooperation. 


In a speech to the Australian Parliament, Mr Hassan Ali said that the 
agreement would better relations between the two countries. Mr Douglas 
Antony told the Parliament that Iraq exploited its financial and natural 
resources for a rapid and wide economic development. He added that the 
visit of Mr Ali and the delegation accompanying him would contribute to 
the improvement of relations between Iraq and Australia. 


Mr Hassan Ali met also with Austral‘an Mi: ‘ster of Agriculture, Mr Lan 
Shmidt, and Mr Andrew Pecock, Australian Foreign Minister. The Iraqi 
delegation accompanying Mr Ali, contacted representatives of Australian 
technical institutions, and visited commercial, industrial, agricultural, 
and construction institutions and centers. 
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TRAQ 


BRIEFS 


GDR AGREEM'NT--Baghdad, 3 Apr--Iraq and the GDR signed the joint minutes 
for economic, trade and technical cooperation here this evening. The joint 
minutes cover a program for trade between the two countries for this year, 
the development of industrial and agricultural cooperation and the exchange 
of expertise. The minutes were signed at the end of the joint Iraqi-GDR 
committee meetings which were headed on the Iraqi side by RCC member and 
Trade Minister Hasan ‘Ali and on the GDR side by Guenther Kleiber, deputy 
chairman of the GDR Council of Ministers and minister of general engineer- 
ing, agriculture and vehicle building. [Text] [JNO32014 Baghdad INA in 
Arabic 1940 GMT 3 Apr 80 JN) 


CSO: 4802 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


BEN-ITO PICKED FOR HIGH COURT--Hadassa Ben-Ito has been appointed an acting 
justice of the Supreme Court by Justice Minister Shmuel Tamir in consultation 
with the court president, Justice Moshe Landau. Ben-Ito, who has been serving 
on the Tel Aviv District Court since 1970, is the second woman to be elevated 
to the bench of the Supreme Court, joining Miriam Ben-Porat. Her appointment 
as an acting justice for a period of six months fills a place made vacant on 
the 12-person bench by the early retirement of the former president, Justice 
Yoel Sussman. A graduate of the Tel Aviv Law School, Ben-Ito was admitted to 
the bar in 1955 and was appointed to the Tel Aviv Magistrate's court in 1960, 
She is married with one daughter. [Text] [Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in 
English 30 Mar 80 p 2] 


cso: 4820 
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JORDAN 


PLANS FOR CORRECTING EDUCATION PROBLEMS, INCREASE FOR TEACHERS 
Amman AL~DUSTUR in Arabic 23 Feb 80 p 5 


[Article: "Ministry of Education's Proposed Plan of Action for the 1980's 
Grants Specialization Allowance to Teachers Who Serve 15 Consecutive Years" ] 


[Text] The Ministry of Education has prepared a proposed 
plan of action for the 1980's. AL-DUSTUR has already pub- 
lished five parts of this plan, and today publishes the 
sixth and final part of the plan. 


4. Operations 


In the foregoing, we familiarized ourselves with the basic problems that the 
educational system faces in every phase of education. In this part (i.e., 
Operations) of the process of analyzing the system, we will attempt to spec- 
ify the operations that must be carried out to remedy these basic problems 
in every phase of education mentioned earlier. 


l. The Society 


A. The Education Council shall be reorganized in a manner which takes 
account of the factors that affect the growth of the individual in Jordanian 
society, and on the basis that implementation of its decisions be compulsory 
for the organizations concerned, such as radio and television, movie houses, 
clubs, the press, guidance and information centers, etc. 


B. The Ministry of Education shall prepare periodic information programs 
for radio, the press and television concerning the desired educational 
methods which people should observe in the education of their children in 
the home, the school and society. The purpose is that everyone may coop- 
erate in the processes of interaction with students within a framework in 
which contradictions are minimized. 


C. The Ministry of Education shall announce its educational p*ograms and 
the relationship of these programs to labor markets within Jordon and 
abroad through the various media. 
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D. Every edu. cion administration in the field shall encourage study of 
the environment which it serves, in order to gain familiarity with the 
needs of the environment and learn the extent to which the educational 
services offered are currently linked to these needs. 


2. The Students 


A. In its periodic information program, the Ministry of Education shall 
explain the importance and absolute necessity of practical life experiences 
in providing every individual with the four necessary opportunites for 
growth. This program shall focus on the importance of participation by the 
students in the activities of their homes, schools, farms, workshops, 
factories and different organizations during their free time each day and 
during their school holidays. In addition, this program shall direct the 
necessary attention to placing science in the service of these objec- 
tives. 


B. Each education administration in the field shall draft a reasonable 
plan of action to organize the abilities of the students in activities in 
the service of the schools, the organizations and the local environment. 


C. The Jordanian Government, by agreement with the Ministry of Education, 
shall issue a law to be published in the official newspaper which specifies 
for each year the percentage of students permitted to enter the academic 
secondary stage, provided that this percentage does not exceed a maximum 
of [figure left blank] percent of the students of the state and private 
schools. The government shall encourage the reaminder of the students (as 
well as those of the students qualified to enter the academic secondary 
schools who so desire) to enter state and private vocational schools and 
centers and vocational institutions belonging to UNRWA and the Jordanian 
armed forces and to enter the Jordanian labor market. 


D. The Ministry of Education shall act to conduct an accurate evaluation 
of the results of the general secondary study examination annually. 


E. The Jordanian Government shall reexamine the "service of science" law 
on the basis of preventing postponement of military service after secondary 
study for the purpose of continuing education. 


F. The Ministry of Education shall prepare a periodical publication based 
on what little information is available concerning the specialties that 
Jordanian society needs in fields of knowledge, trades and professions so 
that students who wish to pursue their studies after completion of the 
secondary stage may consult this publication. 


3. The Teachers 


A. The Jordanian Government shall act ** recognize the teaching profession 
in the same way it does the other pro: is (such as medicine, engineering, 
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etc.) by granting a reasonable competence allowance to all those who have 
spent 15 consecutive years in the education service, 


B. The Ministry of Education shall prepare directives in accordance with 
which some of the powers of the administrative and financial centers shall 
be delegated to the superintendents of education and the directors of the 
various types of institutes and schools in order, firstly, to reduce the 
amount of centralization and routine and, secondly, to support the admin- 
iscrators in the field to facilitate rapid decision-making. This delegation 
of powers shall be accompanied by training programs for field administrators 
to ensure a minimum level of proper use of authority through teacher partic- 
ipation, sound judgment and integrity. In addition, the opportunity shall 
be left open to teachers and others to appeal decisions when unjust deci- 
sions are made, 


C. The Ministry of Education shall reexamine the system of educational 
exchange missions in order to remedy the deficiencies which have become 
apparent in this system through its application in past years and to put 
an end to the phenomenon of disdain for those who undertake service in the 
ministry and the government. 


D. The Ministry of Education shall act to increase the weekly instruction 
periods for qualified teachers whose services it requires at a rate which 
does not exceed two class periods per week with the provision that those 
teachers be granted an increase in their salaries as an additional remuner- 
ation in accordance with this additional effort. 





E. The Ministry of Education shall act to implement an administrative 
qualification program so that those who work in administrative and finan- 
cial positions may earn administrative qualification diplomas from the 
Qualification Center in ‘Amman. 


F. The Ministry of Education shall prepare an extensive plan to be imple- 
mented during the 1980's through which those in the ministry who hold first 
university degrees may earn master's degrees free of charge during summer 
vacations and through night studies while they continue to work. This 
pertains to all the specialties mentioned previously (approximately 22 
specialties). This program shall be carriea out in cooperation with the 
Jordanian University, the University of Yarmuk, the University College in 
Beirut, the American University in Beirut and certain other American uni- 
versities. It is hoped that several Jordanian, Arab, European, interna- 
tional, American and other financial institutions will participate in the 
funding of this important and vital project. 


G. The Ministry of Education shall prepare stimulating regular programs, 
especially in vocational education, to raise the level of graduates of the 
teachers institutes in light of the decline observed in their level of 
performance in recent years. 
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H. The Ministry of Education shall act to prepare a comprehensive examina- 
tion for all graduates of the state and private teacher preparatory insti- 
tutes. Those who pass the examination will be given diplomas from the 
teachers institutes. 


I. The Ministry of Education shall act to include the vocational education 
field of specialization in the teachers preparatory institutes to ensure 
qualified teachers in this field. 


J. The Ministry of Education shall act to continue progress toward the 
issuance of a housing fund regulation for ministry employees in order to 
assist them in solving the problem of construction of houses. 


K. The Ministry of Education shall act to construct a modest rural dwelling 
as a basic part of each school established in rural areas in order to ensure 
housing for teachers--especially those in remote areas--at nominal rents. 


L. The Ministry of Education shall prepare a practical plan to set up a 
mobile store in a special vehicle to sell the items which teachers need in 
the remote areas at established consumer prices according to the lowest 
calculation. 


M. The Ministry of Education shall prepare a practical plan to honor 
teachers which, in addition to the presentation of the Teacher's Medal, 
will include the following: 


1) An appropriate annual monetary prize for male and female teachers-of- 
the-year from each education district, with the state and popular organiza- 
tions to participate in the presentation of this prize. 


2) Specification of a certain percentage of the Ministry of Education 
student exchange slots for children of personnel who have worked in the 
ministry not less than 20 consecutive years, with the siots to be assigned 
based on scholastic achievement in the general secondary study examination. 


N. The Ministry of Education shall specify on an armual basis the types 
of specialties to be included in the exchange program based first on the 
ministry's needs for the specialties in short supply in its system, and 

then on the existing gaps in those specialites of students in university 
studies required for development plan projects in the Jordanian society. 


O. The Ministry of Education shall act to develop the teachers social 
security fund system so that it keeps up with inflation and rising prices 
and works to provide a minimum level of dignity for teachers. 

4. The Curricula 

A. The Ministry of Education shall act to prepare clear curricula for 


kindergartens in Jordan in accordance with generally recognized fundamen- 
tals of curriculum preparation. 


138 











B. The Ministry of Education shall prepare an integrated plan to update 
the curricula of the compulsory phase in light of the questions which were 
brought out during the discussion of the basic problems of compulsory 
phase curricula mentioned earlier. 


C. The Ministry of Education shall reexamine the academic secondary phase 
curricula on the basis of eliminating humanities studies in this phase and 
requiring only a broad base of modern sciences and elective studies in view 
of the things which were brought out previously in the discussion of the 
basic problems in the academic secondary phase curricula. 


D. The Ministry of Education shall act to develop the state and private 

institutes into community colleges and diversify their scholastic programs 
in the various trades and professions at the appropriate standards for each 
profession based on Jordanian development plans and their various projects. 


E. The Ministry of Education shall act to expand establishment of various 
types of industrial secondary schools, professional-vocational centers and 
polytechnic institutions based on the Jordanian, Arab and international 
funding and various types of foreign aid that may be available. At the 
same time, it should prepare the vocational curricula required for all of 
these institutions, with these curricula to be appropriate to prepare 
trained manpower for the trades and professions Jordanian society needs 

for its development plans and their various projects. All this should take 
place in cooperation and coordination with the Vocational Training Organiz- 
ation, the private sector schools, UNRWA and the training administration of 
the Jordanian armed forces. 


F. The Ministry of Education shall prepare a practical plan to update the 
textbooks for all grades of the compulsory and secondary stages in a manner 
that takes into account the fundamentals mentioned previously during the 
discussion of the basic problems with textbooks. 


G. The Ministry of Education shall act to study the use of modern objec- 
tive examinations for the general and school examinations so that the 
teachers will be forced to change their old traditional methods of instruc- 
tion, and so that as a consequence this will lead to the development of the 
scientific method of thinking among the students. In view of the fact that 
this matter requires the hiring of specialists qualified in measurement and 
evaluation, the Ministry of Education must prepare a long-range practical 
plan to be put into effect in stages, concentrating especially on the 
measurement of predispositions, aptitudes, tendencies, and values. 


H. The Ministry of Education shall act to evaluate the use of educational 
radio and television in the Jordanian educational system to pave the way 
for the development of the use of these two media on a larger scale and 
with greater effectiveness in the teaching of additional educational pro- 
grams in the various stages of education. 
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L[, The Ministry of Education shall act to develop the materials used in 
instruction on the basis of involving the students in the preparation of 
some of these materials and having the local people and the popular organiz- 
ations participate in purchasing the rest of them--in addition to the mater- 
ials provided by the ministry in this regard--in order to improve the 
educational process both inside and outside the classrooms. 


J. The Ministry of Education shall act in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Culture and Youth to eliminate duplication and conflict in the supervision 
of the boy scout and girl scout movements in the various types of state 
educational institutions. 


K. The Ministry of Education shall act in cooperation with the radio center 
and the television organization to prepare national anthems connected with 
the values that need to be promoted among children, students and citizens 

in Jordanian society. These anthems will be sung by choral groups to the 
accompaniment of respectful, stirring music. The anthems should evoke self- 
confidence and pride in the nation, and should delight the ears, harden the 
muscles and strengthen the esprit de corps of singers and hearers alike. 
These national anthems should become a nucleus for the establishment of 
orchestras in the schools and institutes as part of the established school 
activity in the educational institutions and in the various environments and 
institutions of Jordanian society. 


5. School Facilities 


A. The Ministry of Education shall prepare in cooperation with the Lands 
and Survey Department a plan by which to determine the locations and areas 
of tracts of land needed by the ministry up until the year 2000 in all 
cities, villages and concentrations of population for the construction of 
the various types of compulsory, secondary and vocational schools and 
athletic fields preparatory to reserving these tracts and subsequently 
acquiring them in coming years. 


B. The Ministry of Education shall prepare a 5-year plan for 1981-1985 
indicating the various types of school bu/ldings it needs and the science 
laboratories required for these buildings on the basis that all students 
in the secondary stage should have a gooc scientific and mathematical 
foundation. 


C. In view of the fact that school facilities (tracts of land, school 
buildings, school furnishings, science laboratories, athletic fields and 

the equipment and tools for vocational and professional schools and centers) 
demand many millions of dinars--exceeding 100 million dinars at the minimum-- 
which the Jordanian Government is unable to ensure for many years, consider- 
ation must therefore be given to diverse financial sources, of which the 
following are some examples: 


1. The imposition of an additional tax, which would be called the education 
tax, on cigarettes and alcoholic beverages. 
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2. Encouragement of the citizens, through an organized enlightenment cam- 
paign, to donate sums which would otherwise be spent on extravagance in a 
culture of affectation (such as large banquets, marriage celebrations, 
death announcements, banquets on occasions of death, costly flowers for 
sick persons at home and in the hospital, and similar expenditures) to a 
special fund to be established in the Ministry of Education for this 
purpose. 


3. Encouragement or compulsion of any contractor who receives a tender in 
excess of 500,000 dinars to volunteer to build a school commensurate in 
size and cost with the amount of the tender. 


4. Encouragement or compulsion of large companies in Jordan (such as the 
potash, phosphates, chemical fertilizers, petroleum refining, cement, iron 
and pharmaceuticals companies, ALIA, and similar companies) as well as 
banks, hotels, press organizations, engineering firms and other operators 
of successful projects to volunteer individually or in groups to construct 
all the types of vocational schools, institutes and centers and furnish 
them with instructional and training equipment, tools and workshops--all 
in return for the incentives which the government has offered these com- 
panies and firms in the past and continues to offer them at present, and 
out of a desire to prepare professional trained manpower for these various 
companies and firms through the educational institutions which they will 
construct. 


5. Continued encouragement of friendly Arab states, foreign states (both 
Eastern and Western), the Common Market countries and the American organi- 
zation AID to continue to provide material aid for the construction of 
vocational schools, centers and institutes, comprehensive secondary schools 
and science laboratories. 


6. The imposition of a tax on luxurious buildings (and those which are a 
waste of money) such that the owner would be required to pay an amount 
equal to 50 percent of the value of any single house which cost over, for 
instance, 70,000 dinars to build. 


D. The government, in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and the 
Vocational Training Organization, shall act to issue legislation requiring 
factories and workshops (of a specific size specified for this purpose) to 
cooperate with the ministry and the Vocational Training Organization in 
on-the-job training of working students in these factories and workshops 
under the supervision of the Vocational Training Organization. This should 
include both basic vocational programs and programs to upgrade vocational 
skills. 


E. The government should act in cooperation with the Vocational Training 
Organization and the Ministry of Education to prepare the necessary legis- 
lation regarding the qualifications o£ tradesmen and professionals at the 
various levels in order to compel them to improve their standard of perfor- 
mance under the supervision of the Vocational Training Organization. 
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F. The Ministry of Education shall act to prepare a clear plan regarding 
Jordan's needs for vocational education institutions for the various 
specialties for the next 10 years, 1981-1990. 


6. Organization 


A. The Ministry of Education shall act to review its laws, regulations and 
directives and update them in light of the rapid cultural change now occur- 
ring in all the cultural variables of contemporary Jordanian society. 


B. The Ministry of Education shall reexamine the organization of all its 
departments at the headquarters and in the field in order to increase their 
effectiveness in serving the education process in the schools efficiently, 
rapidly and economically. This operation should properly be accompanied by 
an accurate and clear description of the duties of every part of the organ- 
ization, simplification of work procedures, and delegativun of powers commen- 
surate with the responsibilities at the different levels within a framework 

of administrative decentralization appropriate to facilitate rapid decision- 
making at the logical locations close to where the decisions will take effect. 


C. ‘The Ministry of Education shall develop a practical system to manage the 
"collection, organization, extraction and utilization" of its basic informa- 
tion concerning students and teachers (as well as the various types of 
administrators, functionaries and employees) and school facilities in a 
manner which will enable this information to be used at any time quickly 

and easily. This system should be manual in the first stages and should 
become computerized within the next few years. 


D. The Ministry of Education shall prepare a plan to develop educational 
leaders for the administration of the institutes and various schools and 

for educational supervision and administration in the field and headquarters 
departments, taking into consideration the rate at which such leaders are 
being lost to other government organizations and neighboring Arab countries. 
Such a plan might include conferences and seminars within Jordan, study in 
master's programs in the specialties mentioned previously, visits to some 
advanced industrialized countries both in the East and in the West, and 
Study or training missions to the advanced states. 


E. The government shall reexamine its upcoming budgets with a view to 
increasing the Ministry of Education's share of the government's general 
budget to a reasonable level which might be more in keeping with the 
ministry's role of teaching a third of the entire population of Jordan in 
the schoc!s and employing 60 percent of the personnel in the government 
apparatu ° 


5. Feedback 
"Feedback" refers to discovering the Jordanian educational system's level 


of achievement in the two [avenues] of education. The following means 
might be employed to conduct this process: 
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A. Means of discovering the level of achievement in the first avenue. 


1) Holding regular meetings on the average of two times per semester of 
each of the Parent-Teachers' Associations, which exist at many schools in 
all the governorates and districts. At such meetings, the parents and 
teachers would discuss their observations concerning the development of the 
students in the schools from the physical, mental, emotional and social 
standpoints, the problems observed in this connection, and the ways that 
parents and teachers can cooperate to remedy these problems. 


2) The holding of regular seminars in each governorate and district to be 
attended by parents, teachers and a number of specialists from the Ministry 
of Education, including the minister and deputy minister, and to be broad- 
cast over radio and television. These seminars would include discussions 
of the students' development from the four standpoints, their behavior 
inside and outside the schools, their various problems, and the ways that 
the home, the school and society can cooperate to deal with these problems. 


3) Requesting a number of educators to visit the schools, observe the 
education process taking place in them, and write articles for the news- 
papers indicating the results of their visits, their practical proposals 
to solve the problems that were noted, and the manner in which the educa- 
tion process can be improved through measures which are applicable in view 
of the available resources. 


4) Commissioning a number of education researchers from inside and outside 
the Ministry of Education and from the two Jordanian universities to conduct 
specific scientific studies evaluating the education process within the 
schools (and the integrated development of the students) and offering 
practical and applicable proposals to develop and improve this process. 


B. Means of discovering the level of achievement in the second avenue: 


1) Commissioning a number of responsible officials in the Ministry of 
Education to conduct an annual study of the numbers of students enrolled 

in state, private and UNRWA [U.N. Relief and Works Agency] vocational 
schools, professional centers and technical institutes, and in the training 
centers of the Jordanian armed forces, and compare these figures with the 
numbers of persons required for the Jordanian labor market (the latter 
figures would remain estimates until determined exactly through studies 
conducted in a scientific manner by the National Planning Council) each 
year in the various trades and professions. 


2) Commissioning a number of qualified researchers from the two univer- 
sities or Jordan generally to conduct an annual study of the numbers of 
Jordanians who are graduates of varicus universities and their specialties 
and compare this information with the numbers of university-educated per- 
sons and the university-level specialties required for the Jordanian labor 
market each year (the latter figures would remain estimates until determined 
exactly through scientifically conducted studies made by the National Plan- 
ning Council). 
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Through these means, it will be possible to discover to some extent the 
level of achievement of the Jordanian educational system for the two 
required educational exit points. Based on this feedback, the processes 
applied and proposed in the past can be reexamined and continuously adapted 
in order to attain a higher rate of achievement for each of the two 
required educational exit points. 


8591 
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JORDAN 


CORRUPTION COURT BILL~-The cabinet held an ordinary session today under 
Prime Minister ‘Abd al-Hamid Sharaf. The cabinet discussed and approved 
the bill for the establishment of a court to try violators of public 
integrity. The bill is aimed at the formation of a special court with 
a prosecution panel to look into the crimes of bribery and embezzlement, 
misuse of office and power, neglect of duty and misappropriation of 
funds. It will also look into the crimes connected with government 
contracts--which include cheating, complicity, illegal commissions and 
the smuggling of funds--committed in order to obstruct the rulings 
passed in the interest of the treasury concerning the signing or imple- 
mentation of a contract with the state. The court will apply the 
Jordanian penal code to the criiwes mentioned therein and will introduce 
other means of punishment stipulated in the bill. Court sentences will 
be subject to appeal but the court proceedings will be carried out 
expeditiously so that judgment will not be delayed. The bill has been 
forwarded to the National Consultative Council. [Text] [JN301726 Amman 
Domestic Service in Ara)ic 1600 GMT 30 Mar 80 JN} 
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KUWAIT 


OLL SALES OFFERED TO COMMUNIST BLOC 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 10 Mar 80 pp 11-12 


[Text] In what looked like a multi-faceted political gesture, Kuwait's 
Oil Minister, Sheikh Ali Khalifa al-Sabah, last week said that his country 
would have no objection to selling its oil to the Soviet Union or other 
East European countries. 


At first blush, this seemed to be telling the invaders of Afghanistan 

that it was not necessary to move their forces further south to obtain 

oil that is freely available on world markets. But, coming while France's 
President Valery Giscard d'Estaing was in Kuwait, the remark also served as 
a timely reminder to the West that it is not a privileged client, and that 
the best way to prevent a scramble for supplies at some future date is to 
limit its demand for crude. 


Sheikh Ali's comments, made at a reception for journalists and diplomats 
accompanying Mr Giscard d'Estaing, came only three days after a senior 
Soviet commentator called for a conference to "discuss questions concern- 

ing the security of oil supply routes and of equal commercial access for 

all countries in the Persian Gulf area." The commentator, Nikolai Portuga- 
lov, is believed to be a high-ranking official in the Information Department 
of the Soviet party's Central Committee. He quoted West Germany's Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt as saying in a recent magazine interview that the USSR was 

a potential buyer of Gulf oil. 


Observers commented that the remarks, published by the official Soviet TASS 
news agency, appeared to fall in line with the Kremlin's campaign to per- 
suade Western Europe that the invasion of Afghanistan did not entail a 
threat to the Gulf. The campaign is directed at driving a wedge between 
the U.S. and its NATO allies, the observers said. 


It is however noteworthy that an official Soviet source should raise the 
possibility of the USSR's becoming an oil importer. At present, the Soviet 
Union consumes only about 75 percent of the 11.8 million barrels of crude 
which it produces daily, exporting the rest to Western Europe, for hard 
currency, and to its Eastern bloc allies. 
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The official line, as this newsletter has reported in several recent issues 
(AN=NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, July 23, October 8, November 26 and December 
24, 1979), ie that the USSR will remain self-sufficient in energy for years 
to come, This line has now been challenged in public by authoritative 
Soviet sources (see following article); moreover, even if the USSR itself 
manages to remain self-sufficient, there is an increasing tendency for 

East European countries to look to OPEC or other oil-producing sources for 
their supplies. 


The Kuwaiti O11 Minister meanwhile confirmed that his country would cut 
production by 25 percent to about 1.5 million b/d in April. Asked 
whether Kuwait or other Gulf producers would be willing to sell crude at 
fixed prices, he replied: "Such questions cannot be decided by Gulf produ- 
cers alone as oil prices aredetermined by OPEC as a whole." 


Sheikh Ali did not specify whether the USSR or any East European country 
had approached Kuwait for crude oil supplies. 


CSO: 4820 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


BRITISH INVESTMENTS--The Kuwaiti firm Mass Development Company has pur- 
chased a 10.01 percent stake in Grindlays Holdings, which has a 51 per- 
cent stake in Grindlays Bank. Mass Development, a subsidiary of the 
Mussad al-Saleh & Sons trading house, revealed last week that it had 
purchased a total of 3.405 million shares of Grindlays Holdings; De 

Zoete & Bevan, the London stockbrokers acting for Mass Development, said 
the Kuwaiti firm intended to stop buying shares in Grindlays Holdings after 
building up a 10 percent stake. According to Grindlay's Chairman Nigel 
Robson, the Kuwaiti firm regards the shareholding purely as an invest- 
ment. Mass Development executives have twice held talks with Grindlays' 
senior management since the Kuwaitis first revealed they held 5 percent 
of Grindlays Holdings on February 8. British law requires notification 
of a shareholding of 5 percent or more in any British firm. Grindlays 
Holdings 25 pence shares closed at 138.40 pence on the London Stock 
Exchange on the last day of trading in February. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR 
ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 10 Mar 80 p 15] 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE PREMIER VIEWS NATIONAL DETENTE, TIES WITH SYRIA 
LD290857 Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 23 Mar 80 p 21 LD 


[Interview with Salim Al-Huss, Lebanese prime minister, by AL-SIYASAH cor- 
respondent in Beirut, date not given] 


[Excerpts] [Question] What are the next steps which the Lebanese Government 
intends to take following the declaration of the principles of detente and 
the principles of the defense policy? 


[Answer] I announced what the government intends to do immediately after 
the meeting at which the cabinet approved the principles of detente and then 
again in a statement which I made the day after the declaration of these 
principles. It is to be understood from what I have announced that the go- 
vernment at the present stage is concentrating on four points, which are: 


l. Taking the necessary measures in the field of building the army so that 
the state can employ it in any security plan to be laid down. 


2. Laying down a security plan in coordination between the three legitimate 
forces, which are: the Lebanese Army, the Arab Deterrent Forces [ADF] and 
the internal security forces. The plan is to cover all Lebanese areas and 
achieve all the principles of detente connected with security, especially 
consolidating the country's integrity. 


3. Pursuing the necessary contacts with sisterly Syria with the aim of 
consolidating relations with it in a manner reflecting the special character 
distinguishing these relations. 


4. Pursuing contacts with the PLO in accordance with the principles of 
detente which we declared regarding the need to cooperate with the PLO in 
the correct implementation of the agreements concluded with it as well as 
cooperating with it in the achievement of the Palestinian people's national 
objectives. Therefore, it is to be deduced from these four points that in 
the stage following the declaration of the principles of detente concentra- 
tion will center in particular on security matters in the country as well 
as on strengthening relations with the sisterly Syria and cooperation with 
the PLO. 
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Naturally, much work will be needed in order to develop the principles of 
detente and translate them into reform projects in the future. But we be- 
lieve that this aspect of work can wait for some time pending the consolida- 
tion of the basis of detente defined by the declaration, on one hand, and 

the consolidation of security, on the other, so as to enable the country to 
restore its unity and the state to regain its authority and sovereignty over 
all areas as well as enabling state institutions to resume their normal 
functions. 


[Question] What is the difference between the constitutional document pro- 
claimed wuring President Ranjiyah's era and the 14 principles of detente? 
Will the detente principles be put to the Chamber of Deputies? 


[Answer] The 1976 documents signed by former president and [former prime 
minister] Rashid Karami in President al-Asad's presence was an attempt at 
reform and therefore contained certain proposals or principles for reform- 
ing the Lebanese political system and dealt with subjects related to sec- 
tarian matters, presidential powers and other desired political reforms. 


But the principles of detente declared recently do not deal with political 
reform. They are in fact an attempt to affirm or reaffirm the belief in 
what was in the past regarded as incontestable and fundamental. These prin- 
ciples are aimed at establishing Lebanon's national mainstays and confirming 
Lebanon's Arab character and the Lebanese people's adherence to the essence 
of Lebanon's political and economic system and to certain other fundamental 
principles. I believe that the critical stage through which Lebanon is 
passing today necessitates concentrating on the principles that together 
form the context of detente and averting whatever may lead us to disagree- 
ment. 


[Question] Your relations with the PLO seem to be at their best today de- 
spite fear and distrust of what is behind this detente. What principles 
have been agreed upon in order to maintain this relationship? 


[Answer] Clarity in proposing principles and formulating them must help to 
reassure all the parties regarding what the government means by the principles 
it proposes. If some people are afraid that detente could mean some sort of 
agreement with one party at the expense of another, this is not true and 

such fear is unjustifiable. The formula that has been agreed upon must 
reassure everybody that detente is based on specific principles dealing with 
Lebanon's national mainstays and nothing else. Therefore, there is no 

cause for anybody to object. 


[Question] Do you believe that following the declaration of this attitude 
toward the Palestinian resistance the problems and fears of the past 5 years 
regarding the Palestinian presence could be removed as a result of this offi- 
cial stand? 
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[Answer] Adherence to agreements is demanded by everybody, including the 
PLO itself. It is also demanded by the Lebanese authorities. Therefore, 

if the Lebanese and the Palestinians agree on this matter there is no 
obstacle to reaching the results we all desire. If there are any problems 
they should be sorted out through the dialog which we are conducting and 
will continue to conduct with the PLO in an atmosphere in which mutual trust 
must prevail. 


[Question] King Husayn expects Israel to carry out a certain action against 
Lebanon. Do you believe that following the declaration of the principles 
of national detente and your declaration of defense policy Israel will react 
by trying to abort this achievement? 


[Answer] I cannot speculate on what Israel is going to do but it is a known 
fact that Israel has designs on Lebanese territories and waters. It is com- 
mitting continuous aggression against Lebanon through its covert and some- 
times overt occupation of the border strip and particularly through its re- 
peated attacks on Lebanon, particularly the south. 


The Israeli factor in the Lebanese crisis is well known and cannot be ig- 
nored. Israel might have an interest in the troubled situation in Lebanon 
continuing and it might also have other goals. Therefore, I cannot speculate 
on what Israel might do but this should prompt me to say that the Israeli 
danger should encourage us to plug the gaps through which the wind of foreign 
danger, particularly the Israeii danger, is blowing. This is achieved by 
consolidating the internal front through the consolidation of the national 
mainstays so that there are no longer any differences between the Lebanese 
factions, the Lebanese once again become one party and all attempts to di- 
vide them are thwarted. 


[Question] Why has the withdrawal of the ADF from the western area [of 
Beirut] been delayed? Is it fear of a resumption of fighting? Is it true 
that the government does not intend to deploy the army in positions from 
which the ADF is withdrawing? 


[Answer] The Lebanese Army cannot take positions where the ADF forces are 
deployed. Both the Lebanese Army and the ADF are legitimate forces. The 
ADF forces assume security tasks in the areas in which they are deployed. 
As long as the ADF forces are undertaking security tasks in that area there 
is no questionof the army being deployed there. 


In fact, I have had the opportunity of visiting Syria and meeting with | 
President al-Asad twice sinc” Syria announced the redeployment of its forces 
in Lebanon. During the talks President al-Asad stressed the need for the 
Syrian forces to carry on with their tasks until the Lebanese authorities 
complete their arrangements to assume the heavy responsibilities which the 
Syrian forces are thankfully shouldering in the Lebanese capital. Delaying 
the redeployment of the Syrian forces in Beirut was in response to our re- 
quest and insistance. 
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[Question] Do you believe that the declaration of the defense policy has 
qualified Lebanon to become one of the confrontation states? 


[Answer] No, this is not the case. Lebanon does not have the capabilities 
or the resources to be a confrontation state. In the principles of detente 
as well as in the defense policy there is a clear stipulation that Lebanon 
is committed to the truce agreement with Israel. 


We are committed to all the Arab causes and particularly to the Palestinian 
cause and share all the Arab countries’ problems but there is a limit to the 
role that Lebanon can play in the military field because of its limited 
capabilities and the peculiarity of its situation. 


CSO: 4802 
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MOROCCO 


BOUABID INTERVIEW WITH 'DIE WELT' 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 27 Feb 80 p 23 4 


[Interview with Morocco's Prime Minister Matti Boubid by DIE WELT corres- 
pondent August Count Kageneck] 


[Text] DIE WELT correspondent August Count Kageneck talked 
with Morocco's Prime Minister Matti Bouabid. The 53-year 
old lawyer has been in office since 23 March 1979, while 
holding the position of justice minister. Bouabid was 
formerly with the opposition party "Union of Socialist 
People's Forces," which expelled him when he became a 
member of the government. He has close ties to the unions 
as well as to the royal house. His wife is a cousin of 
King Hassan--an example of the monarch's adroit personnel 
policies. 


DIE WELT: Sir, despite Afghanistan, the Saharan conflict still appears to 
be the chief concern of the king and his ministers. What is the situation 
there today? 


Bouabid: The defense of their territorial integrity remains the chief con- 
cern of the Moroccans and their sovereign. The situation on the battlefield 
has improved considerably. The Moroccan soldiers have become accustomed to 
the terrain and now operate there "like fish in water." The task forces 
Ouhoud and Zellaga, two armored combat groups operating independently of 
each other in the heart of the Sahara, already prevent enemy raids and pro- 
vide the entire area with greater security. The year 1980 will be decisive, 
as the king recently stated. There has been, in my opinion, no greater 
change than that of the attitude of the immediate neighbors. Except, 
perhaps, the fact that Libya, as usual, continues its escalation of black- 
mail and subversion. This development even alarms Algeria, and that is a 
new development. Until now the conflict had been an Algerian-Moroccan 
problem. 


DIE WELT: Is there a connection between this conflict and the events in 
southwest Asia? Do you see an involvement by Moscow here? 
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Bouabid: There is no doubt that both superpowers are involved everywhere 
in an attempt to consolidate their positions. The countries of the Third 
World must do everything in order not to become a football for them. I 
do not doubt that the aggression against Morocco is part of a global plan 
which involves hegemonial ambitions. 


DIE WELT: What is your government’ s attitude in the Afghanistan conflict? 
Do you follow Washington's "hard" line or do you prefer the softer line of 
French diplomacy? ) 


Bouabid: We pursue our own line in the Afghanistan conflict, which is 
neither hard nor soft and which is oriented along lines of justice and 
morality. The Afghan people are victims of aggression, of foreign military 
occupation, which they reject and against which they fight. Armed resistance 
and strikes demonstrate this day after day. The Moroccans oppose such a 
situation. It is intolerable and cannot be solved by a "soft" or "transi- 
tional" solution. The occupation power must leave Afghanistan or that 
country will become a powder keg with uncalculable consequences for all 

of mankind. 


DIE WELT: Might Morocco, might even the entire western Arabian area be the 
next target of Soviet expansion? 


Bouabid: The aggression of which we have become a victim is part of a 
global strategy. If one adds to that the Gafsa incident--the Tunisian city 
which was recently attacked by unidentified rebels--one discovers that the 
Maghreb [northwest Africa], whose location has the greatest strategic and 
geopolitical importance, indeed awakens the appetite of forces which seek 
hegemony. After all, these forces have already made their presence felt 
on the Horn of Africa and in the Gulf area. 


DIE WELT: The Saharan war places great burdens on your people. Can Morocco 
sustain them, are her means unlimited? 


Bouabid: As far as our material means are concerned, they are by no means 
unlimited. We are a developing country, and so far we have not discovered 
any oil. But we have one means for the preservation of our territorial 
integrity which is unlimited: Our faith in the justice of our cause and the 
Moroccans' willingness to make sacrifices for their country. These are not 
just slogans--you can verify this any day on any street corner. 


DIE WELT: Your immediate opponent in this conflict is Algeria. Have your 
relations with that country improved since the election of Colonel Chadi as 
president? Do you see the possibilities of reconciliation? 


Bouabid: A reconciliation between Morocco and Algeria is not a possibility 
but a necessity. I would almost say it is our destiny. We also know that 
the tensions between the two countries were never betwzen the people but 
rather between their governments. But it is up to the Algerians to reach 
a better evaluation of the situation and not to let diplomatic victories 
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go to their heads. (The prime minister alluded to the recognition of the 
Polisario by the OAU and the United Nations--editor.) These were gained 
through misinformation and falsification of facts. We are counting on 
President Chadi and his ability to play a positive role in this direction. 


DIE WELT: What can the FRG do for Morocco? 


Bouabid: We maintain balanced relations with the FRG which can still be 
improved in the economic area. I regret that we do not have closer con- 
tacts between our countries in the cultural area as well. The FRG's 
assistance to its friends comes without political conditions. We value 
that and see in it an excellent promise for the development of our re- 
lations. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


SAUDIS OPPOSE SELLING OIL FOR STOCKPILING 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 10 Mar 80 pp 6-7 


[Text] Saudi Arabia last week announced that it opposed selling crude oil 
for stockpiling. The announcement, made as U.S. Energy Secretary Charles 
Duncan ended a three-day visit to the Kingdom, was seen as dashing American 
hopes of persuading Saudi Arabia to maintain its current high level of 
output, 9.5 million b/d, so as to increase to the U.S. strategic reserve; 
this pool, located chiefly in salt caverns in Texas and Louisiana, has not 
been supplemented for the past 14 months, since the disruption to Iranian 
supplies shortly before the Shah's overthrow. 


Officials accompanying Mr Duncan said however that the U.S. had not speci- 
fically asked Saudi Arabia for oil for the stockpile. "The reserve was 
discussed in the context of the overall energy situation," a spokesman 
said. 


Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports in the daily AS-SHARQ AL-AWSAT said that 
Saudi Arabia had decided to maintain its current level of production for 
the time being. Saudi Arabia raised its production ceiling from 8.5 
million b/d to 9.5 million b/d last year to help offset the shortage in 
world supplies created by events in Iran. Since then, it has reviewed 
output on a quarterly basis. . 


The announcement that Saudi Arabia opposed selling crude for stockpiles 
was made by Petroleum Minister Sheikh Yamani. "The government's policy 

is to meet real consumer demand in the world," he said. However, he did 
not say that Saudi Arabia intended to cut output. Various analysts, in- 
cluding this newsletter, expect Saudi Arabia to reduce production in the 
near future, probably when the market slackens as a result of lower demand 
for heating fuels in the northern hemisphere. 


Sheikh Yamani denied that Mr Duncan asked the Saudis to maintain their 
current level of output. 


The American spokesman said that the U.S. delegation had stressed "the 
reasonableness of trying to maintain the delicate equilibrium of supply 
and demand' for energy. 
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There is every indication that the market is already considerably slacker 
than it was even two months ago. The U.S. had urged the other 19 nations 
in the West's International Energy Agency to agree immediately to lower by 
1 million b/d their ceiling on oil imports for 1980, currently fixed at 
23.1 million b/d, excluding bunker fuels. 


The strategic reserve, as its name suggests, is a different matter. Set 

up during the Presidency of Gerald Ford, the reserve was originally designed 
to accumulate 500 million bbl of crude to protect the U.S. from any future 
embargo, of the kind which occurred during the 1973 Arab-Israeli war; this 

is equivalent to about two months’ imports by the U.S. Congress later 
approved a plan to double the eventual size of the reserve, but President 
Carter cut this back to 750 million bbl last year (AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & 
MEMO, January 1 and 8, 1979). According to latest reports, there are about 
90 million bbl--about 12 days' imports--in the stockpile. 


Meanwhile, informed sources in Washington were recently quoted as saying 
that Saudi officials had discreetly asked the U.S. to shelve its request 
for extra oil so as to dampen the criticism of government policy by anti- 
American militants within the Kingdom. At the same time, a senior Saudi 
official quoted by the NEW causes for concern was the slow pace of progress 
in talks on autonomy for the Palestinian and the failure of these talks 
to offer the Palestinian Arabs an acceptable option within a Middle East 
settlement. The official said that Saudi Arabia was worried that they 
seemed unable to wring greater concessions out of Israel, and commented: 
"this is opening the way for more Soviet interference and meddling." 

[as printed] 


The official, described as a policy-maker who wished to remain anonymous, 
said that Saudi Arabia was trying to steer a delicate course between its 
traditional friendship towards its Western clients and its obligations as 
a Third World and Islamic nation. He disclosed that the USSR recently 
asked for permission to overfly Saudi airspace to send military planes 

to South Yemen and that authorisation had been granted. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


PLAN TO RAISE PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY DISCUSSED 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in Englieh 15 Mar 80 pp 9-10 


[Text] Sources of the American Bigger Protection Services company 
announced in Houston that the company would contribute in an important 
Saudi project worth many bns of dollars. They said the project consisted 
increasing the oil production power in Saudi Arabia. These sources said 
that the project aimed at increasing oil output from a daily 9.5 mn bar- 
rels to 14 mn barrels. 


The spokesman of the company, Dirk Osborne, declared that work would 
start in Juiy or August of this year. He added that all the imports he 
had, indicated a Saudi intension of increasing output to 14 mn barrels 
a day. He said these reports motivated the company to operate in Saudi 
Arabia. 


Two earlier, U.S. secretary of energy, Charles Duncan, had paid a three- 
day visit to Saudi Arabia during which he met Crown Prince Fahd, Minister 
of oil Sheikh Zaki Yamani, and other Saudi ministers. The reports were 
that the goal of Duncan's visit was to convince Saudi officials to increase 
oil output so that the U.S. could stockpile revenues of oil. The American 
Energy Department did not comment on the reports. However, sources of 
Bigger Services stated that Secretary Duncan was trying to convince the 
Saudis to increase their oil sales to the U.S. 


After the departure of Duncan from Saudi Arabia, Saudi Minister of oil, 
Sheikh Ahmad Zaki Yamani, had declared that the government's policy was 
to meet real consumer demand in the world and not for the purpose of 
building revenues. 


Moreover, a Saudi high official was quoted saying that Saudi Arabia was 
thinking of decreasing its oil output of 1 mn brs a day from 9.5 to 8.5 
mn brs. 


In a press statement on March 10, Sheikh Yamani stated that Saudi Arabia 
would soon decide whether he would keep the present oil output of 9.5 mn 
brs a day. 
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He told the FINANCIAL 1.4ES that the Saudi oil production would be re- 
duced to what he called the legal limit, meaning 8.5 mn brs a day if the 
Saudi government did not decide on any other solution. 


Sheikh Yamani said that the OPEC countries would keep pricing their oil 
independently until at \ ast the summer, He considered the U.S. the 
cause of the price increase of oil because of its policy of stockpiling 
huge amounts of oil as strategic revenues. He stated if unified price 
did not exist, the reason was the fact that there was not enough oil on 
the market to satisfy the increasing demand. 


Saudi Arabia had increased its oil output from 8.5 to 9.5 mn brs a day 
last August to cover the oil shortage created by the Iranian crisis. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


FIVE-YEAR PLAN CALLS FOR $250 BILLION EXPENDITURE 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 10 Mar 80 pp 6-7 


[Text] Total allocations under the new Saudi five-year plan will exceed 
SR 900 billion ($267 billion) Finance Minister Mohammed Aba al-Khail 
announced last week. This compares with cbout SR 650 billion ($193 
billion) spent in the five-year period ending with the financial year in 
May. 


Expenditure in the current financial year will total a record SR 200 
billion ($50 billion), Mr Khail said, which will leave a small surplus. 
This will mean a 36 percent increase over 1978-79, when actual expendi- 
ture, at SR 147 billion ($44 billion), exceeded revenue by SR 14 billion 
($4.2 billion). Expenditure under the 1979-80 budget, originally set at 
SR 160 billion ($47.5 billion), has been supplemented by additional allo- 
cations. 


Priorities under the new plan will be manpower training, urban improve- 
ment, rural development and social services, sources in Riyadh said last 
week. Annual expenditure will remain about the same in the coming five 
years as in the current financial year, which will result in a very large 
surplus by 1985, even if oil prices do not substantially rise by then. 


Mr Khalil said that Saudi Arabia was open t: any suggestions about placing 
its money in the Third World, but the sheer volume of proposals was an 
obstacle to making a decision. “Balance of payments needs of developing 
countries will be the most urgent in the future," he said, but he pointed 
out that Saudi Arabia prefers to give aid for this purpose through multi- 
lateral institutions like the IMF. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


YEN PURCHASE--The Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA) has bought about 
¥55 billion ($230 million) worth of national bonds directly from the 

Bank of Japan over the past three months, according to reports from Tokyo. 
The reports said that the first large-scale purchase of Japanese national 
bonds was believed to have been made on condition that SAMA resell the 
bonds to the Bank of Japan within three years at market prices. [Text] 
[Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 18 Feb 80 p 16] 


SUBCONTRACTING ORDERS--The British manufacturers SGB Export have received 
orders worth about $2.5 million from contractors on the new international 
airport at Riyadh. The South Korean firm Dong Ah has ordered $1.8 million 
worth of scaffolding and panel formwork for residential buildings for air- 
port personnel, while Lucky Development of Seoul has ordered $450,000 worth 
of equipment for another housing project. Archiroden, the Greek contractor 
responsible for major civil engineering work at the airport, has ordered 
$330,000 worth of wall supports from the British firm. The South Korean 
Samwhan Corporation has meanwhile received a contract from Raymond Saudi 
Arabia to drive 1,400 piles for the foundations of the new National Commer- 
cial Bank building in Jeddah. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO 
in English 25 Feb 80 p 16] 


DECREASE IN PETROLEUM PRODUCTION--The UAE daily AL ITTIHAD last week 
quoted diplomatic sources in Paris as saying that Saudi Arabia will re- 
duce its oil output by 2 million b/d effective May 1980, in case Israel 
kept tight to its policy of not conceding on the Palestinian problem. The 
sources said that Saudi officials have conveyed these plans to the Advisor 
to the U.S. President for National Security Zbigniew Brzezinski in his 
early February visit to Riyadh. The sources added that Saudi officials 
threatened to reduce the oil output in case the U.S. failed to satisfy 
their demands concerning the Palestinian question. The decision is a 
source of worry for the Western countries, specially that Saudi oil 
production decreased to 9.5 million barrels a day from a high of about 

10.5 million b/d during the Iranian crisis. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB 
WORLD WEEKLY in English 8 Mar 80 p 10] 
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BULLDING MATERIALS PLANT--Panelgap International Company which produces 
building materials announced last week that it had reached an agreement 
with Saudi Arabia to set up a branch in the Kingdom for the production of 
bullding materials. Milton Fisher, President of the company said the 
agreement would have a duration of 10 years. His company is considered 
one of the principal exporters of building materials to the Middle East. 
The Al Shumaitri Saudi Company will be producing prefabricated building 
materials and the parts necessary for its installment. Mr Nasser Al 
Shumaitri, owner of the Saudi company, said that his company would dis- 
tribute building materials in the Middle Eastern and North African mar- 
kets. He believes that production will start this summer. He added that 
his company had received a loan from the Saudi government to finance the 
project which would be one of the most advanced, modern and efficient plants 
in the Middle East. Mr Fisher declared that the Panelgap Company will 
have the right to manage the administrative matters and appoint American 
technicians in the center that will be constructed. [Text] [Beirut THE 
ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 8 Mar 80 p 13] 


PETROLEUM ALLOCATION--Radio Japan stated last week that Saudi Arabia prom- 
ised Japan a steady flow of oil to satisfy its needs. This assurance came 
as a result of negotiations between Japanese governmental delegate, Sonoa 
Sonoda, former foreign minister, with Saudi minister of oil, Sheikh Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani. The radio reported that Sheikh Zaki Yamani promised to do 
his possible to secure a steady flow of oil to Japan. [as printed] In 
exchange, the radio said, Sonoda declared that his country would try to 
reduce its oil consumption and control world inflation. It added that 

the Saudi minister invited the oil-consuming countries to improve other 
energy sources than oil, and restrain buying oil from the Rotterdam oil 
market. The radio said that Sheikh Yamani told Sonoda the Japanese govern- 
ment should state clearly its stand on the Middle Eastern crisis and work 
to bring a solution to the problem. In another development, the British 
DAILY TELEGRAPH newspaper quoted Western oil circles that the Soviet Union 
had proposed Saudi Arabia an ounce of gold as the price of every 16 barrels 
of oil. The Soviet Union does not have diplomatic relations with Saudi 
Arabia. The newspaper said the offer was presented through Kuwaiti con- 
tracts. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 15 Mar 80 pp 6-7} 
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SYRIA 


"AL-BA'TH' TAKES ISSUE WITH LEBANESE ARMED MILITIA STATEMENT 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 13 Feb 80 p 8 


[Editorial by Muhammad Mansur: "When Will Lebanon's Interests Be Above All 
Considerat ions?") 


[Text] While the people in power in Lebanon were beginning new, intensive 
activity to set matters right, the leaders of the “armed militias" hastened 
to issue a statement containing, among other things, conditions and "advice" 
for those in power, in an open attempt to put pressure on those in power to 
not adopt any resolution against the interest of the "militias." The most 
remarkable and most serious conditions and advice were: 


1. a resumption of the threat of internationalization, which by nature means 
partition; 


2. putting the responsibility for the situation's deterioration on Syria; 
3. warning the authorities about submitting to the so-called threat. 


The threat of internationalization and therefore partition is nothing new. 
The "militias" have left no stone unturned in order to achieve this old-new 
dream. But they have failed to a certain extent, because of the stand taken 
by Syria and the devoted patriotic forces in Lebanon. But we confess that 
they have been able to achieve part of this dream of theirs through the so- 
called "Sa'd Haddad state." This would not have happened, as everyone knows, 
if it had not been for the stands taken by others who were supposed to have 
reacted to this crime before it happened! 


As for the militia statements’ making Syria responsible for the situation's 
continual deterioration, the people in power in the fraternal state were 
supposed to react to this accusation. But because of circumstances and 
reasons we and most of the Lebanese know, those in power have not reacted and 
will not react to such accusations, which are basically intended to defame 
the reputation of Syria and its armed forces, especially since some of the 
people in power have participated in one way or another in concocting similar 
offenses. So, as long as the matter remains as it is, it must be reaffirmed 
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that Lebanon's old and new problems lie in the presence of the "armed militias," 
as is irrefutably proved by their absolute alliance with "Israel." The people 
in power know that very well! Syria, which realizes the seriousness of the 
situation, has tried many times to work with the people in power to bring an 

end to this anomalous situation and deliver Lebanon from its evils. But 
unfortunately it was taken by surprise by unexpected stands and impediments 
which prevented the eradication of this cancerous danger, which will continue 

to threaten Lebanon and other countries if it is not uprooted! 


As for the "“militias'" issuing a warning to the legitimate authorities just 
for announcing their decision to search, along with Syria and all the loyal 
forces, for the appropriate solution which would guarantee the territorial 
and popular unity of Lebanon, this warning, or more properly this threat, 
although it is not new, is worthless, since the legitimate authorities have 
matters firmly in hand. However, it leads us to say frankly and sincerely 
that if the people in power don't make a correct, sound start this time, on 
the basis of their representing all of Lebanon, then the result might be much 
worse than before--not just for Lebanon but for Syria and the whole Arab 
world! Therefore we hope that the people in power in the fraternal state who 
bear full responsibility will openly declare that the interests of Arab 
Lebanon are above all considerations! 
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SYRIA 


JORDANIAN LAWYERS CABLE SUPPORT TO AL-ASAD 
JN300654 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 0415 GMT 30 Mar 80 JN 


{"Text" of cable of support for Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad from a group 
of Jordanian Lawyers--date not specified] 


[Text] His Excellency President Hafiz al-Asad, president of the Syrian Arab 
Republic: 


The Jordanian lawyers strongly denounce the criminal acts committed by 
criminal agent groups in order to create confusion in heroic Syria and to 
shake its steadfastness in facing capitulation and the Camp David conspiracy. 


The forces that are hostile to the Arab liberation movement, under the United 
States, world Zionism and agent reaction, see the steadfast Syrian position 
as an obstacle to their schemes and conspiracies, which hope to liquidate 

the Palestinian cause, in the service of imperialism and Zionism, and to 
bring the entire Arab area back under the control of imperialist monopolies, 
so that they may continue robbing the area of its resources, entrench its 
backwardness and remove it from its strategic ally, the Soviet Union, and 
other world revolutionary forces. 


We express our full appreciation of and support for your courageous stand 
in confronting the fierce imperialist, Zionist and reactionary onslaught. 
We consider your national and courageous leadership as a great support for 
the Arab nation's struggle to liberate the occupied Arab territories and to 
regain the Palestinian people's legitimate national rights, including their 
right to self-determination and to the establishment of their independent 
state. 


We also fully support your measures to consolidate and protect Syria's 
independence, to strengthen its military capability, to bolster its national 
unity and to give free reign to the Arab masses’ potentials, so that they 
can remain the shield that will repulse conspiracies and aggression against 
the Arab countries and their just causes. 


The cable was signed by 99 Jordanian lawyers. 
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SYRIA 


"MENA' CITES PRESS REPORTS ON DEVELOPMENTS 
NC261400 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1302 GMT 26 Mar 80 NC 


[Text] Press reports from the Syrian capital indicate that during the 
recent events the local authorities have discovered documents confirming 
that groups of Muslim brotherhood and supporters, who have been stirring 
up disturbances within Syria, had been trained in arms in Jordan. The 
reports add that the Jordanian officials have been giving financial and 
military assistance to opponents of President al-Asad for several months, 
particularly following the consolidation of the Jordanian-Iraqi relations. 
However, the Syrian authorities have deferred raising the question of Jor- 
danian interference so as not to create a crisis in the relations between 
Damascus and Amman in the present circumstances lest this will further 
Syria's isolation in the Arab arena. 


Press reports confirm that Fatah has received a written message from the 
Syrian authorities indicating that investigations into the Aleppo events, 
and into recent incidents in other Syrian cities, revealed that several 
persons who took part in these events were trained in Palestinian camps 
before being sent to Syria. The Syrian Ba'thist authorities have held Fatah 
responsible for this action. 


Meanwhile, Hafiz al-Asad has sent a party delegation to hold a dialog with 
the citizens in Aleppo for finding suitable solutions to end the popular 
disobedience there. Following several meetings, the citizens of Aleppo 
demanded the release of all detainees, abolition of martial law orders and 

a stop to the expropriation of property, dissolution of the present people's 
assembly and holding of new free elections, abolition of the nationalization 
of establishments and amendment of the agrarian reform law. 


Following the differences among members of the party delegation on whether 
or not to accept some of these demands, other events took place, and the 
citizens of Aleppo persisted in their demands which led the authorities to 
resort to violence and show of force. 











Some well-informed sources say that President al-Asad might resort to cer- 
tain limited military operations against Israel to raise his regime out of 
the critical domestic situation, and to contain it for some time so as to 
enable the party and the security forces to bring the situation under con- 
trol. 


Those close to the Syrian president note that such operations will embarrass 
Iraq, which is outbidding over the Syrian situation in the Arab arena, and 
will prevent Jordan from implementing its plans toward a settlement with 
Israel, particularly if progress were achieved in the autonomy negotiations 
before 26 May. Moreover, this will also embarrass the Palestinian resistance 
and will naturally lead to the suspension of Jordanian, Palestinian and 

Iraqi assistance to the Muslim brotherhood and Sunnites in Syria. 


CSO: 4802 


167 





SYRIA 


DETAILS GIVEN ON ALEPPO GOVERNORATE 1980 BUDGET 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 11 Feb 80 p 2 


[Article: "This Year's Total Budget for Aleppo is 414 Million Syrian Pounds; 
Concentration on Service Projects, Especially in the Countryside") 


[Text] The total budget for Aleppo Governorate this year amounts to 414 
million Syrian pounds, most of which is allocated for implementing a large 
number of vital urban and rural service projects, especially water, electricity 
and roads, in addition to health, education and other projects. This budget 

is distributed as follows. 


1. 99,620,000 pounds for the independent budget, with projects distributed 
as follows: 9,943,000 pounds for water projects, 7,710,000 pounds for health 
projects, 45,015,000 pounds fox building 120 roads in various parts of the 
city and countryside, 31,371,000 pounds for sewers, and 10 million pounds for 
completing last year's projects, in addition to carrying out some cultural 
center projects and renovating the fort. 


2. 152,690,000 pounds for the investment budget, distributed as follows: 
5,570,000 pounds for the agricultural sector, 1,165,000 pounds for State 
Retail Trade Company projects, 39 million pounds for school building projects, 
5,900,000 pounds for cultural projects, 4,555,000 pounds for social and labor 
projects, 15 million pounds for health, 49 million for housing and utilities, 
especially rural drinking water and irrigation projects, 450,000 pounds for 
public works, and 22,150,000 pounds for communications, especially building 
rural roads. 


3. 110 million pounds for the Aleppo Municipal budget, distributed as 

follows: 21 million for road projects, 51,160,000 pounds for buildings, 

public squares and markets, 4.5 million pounds for lighting projects, 15,480,000 
pounds for public park projects, and 12,460,000 pounds for sewer projects, in 
addition to about 6 million pounds for firefighting, sanitation and other 
projects. 


In addition, this year the municipality has requested a 52 million pound loan 
for building low-cost housing projects, roads, and some factories. 
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It should be mentioned that the investment budget is a yearly one formulated 
in light of the five-year plan. It is divided into yearly and short-term 
plans implemented forthe local administvation. This budget is prepared in 
cooperation with the executive bureau, the governorate planning directorate, 
and local administration offices, the parties which own the projects. This 
budget is submitted to debate by the State Planning Authority ard ratification 
by the Supreme Planning Council. It is issued by law after approval by the 
cabinet and the People's Assembly. 


The independent budget is prepared by the same agencies mentioned above, but 

it is submitted to debate by the Local Administration Ministry and the planning 
authority, and is issued by decree of the Ministry of Local Administration. 

It is considered a support for the investment budget, and its sources of 
financing are fees and taxes imposed on the governorate level. 
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SYRIA 


ARGUMENT MADE FOR SPECIALIZED IRRIGATION ORGANIZATION 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 14 Feb 80 p 5 


[Article by Michel Khayyat: "How Can We Expedite the Completion of Vital 
Irrigation Projects?"] 


[Text] It was clear from the last article in this press investigation that 
we have millions of cubic meters of water which is still going to waste. In 
fact, in many instances it negatively affects our agricultural production, 
at a time when we are in most urgent need of irrigation water. 


We had explained from the start that irrigation projects are not at all an 
easy matter, and that perhaps the objective circumstances in which we live 
make them even harder for Syria. Nonetheless, the Syrian Arab Republic 
occupies an important position among those developing countries which have 
been able to seriously enteg the field of huge projects aimed at increasing 
irrigated acreage, stopping the encroachment of the deserts, and confronting 
the problem of drought. 


Whoever has been following the studies printed in international journals . 
specializing in agricultural issues may have noticed that world experts, when 

talking about the Third World's water problem, refer clearly to a shining 

example of a vast undertaking--the Euphrates Dam in Syria, which has rescued 

thousands of hectares from yearly flooding and has allowed the retention of 

12 billion cubic meters of water, a significant supply which will permit the 
irrigation of 640,000 hectares. 


In this series of articles on the irrigation problem in Syria, we have 
obviously reached the stage of talking about this great dam, especially since 
in the last article we reviewed Aleppo Governorate's irrigation problem, 
starting with the vast area stretching eastward from Aleppo to al-Malikiyah. 


Before entering into a long discussion of irrigation in “he northern and 
eastern governorates, we must raise the following questions: Will we see 

the implementation of all those projects we referred to the day we discussed 
the irrigation problem in Dar‘a, al-Suwayda', Homs, Hamah, Tartus, Ladhaqiyah, 
in addition to the projects under the jurisdiction of the State Organization 
for the Euphrates Dam, and the exploitation of the Euphrates Basin? 
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Then, do we have enough irrigation specialists, and do we need an irrigation 
college to graduate a number of engineers specializing in design and construction 
of irrigation canals, drainage, surface dams and large dams, and all the 

other projects which are required to transform unirrigated land into irrigated 
land? 


There is an additional important question: Who will take over the designs 
and studies? Have we come any closer to the establishment of a state 

organization for irrigation studies, which was an important demand arrived 
at in the course of those serious discussions about the irrigation problem 
which went on at the scientific agriculture seminar held in February 1977? 


Where Do We Begin? 


Obviously, our circumstances do not permit us to precisely answer a question 
like "where do we begin,” for we need irrigation projects as quickly as 
possible. Because of this need of ours, we cannot wait until we graduate a 
sufficient number of irrigation experts and specialists, nor can we wait for 
the establishment of a large office for irrigation studies. This same 
Scatement can be applied to the situation in those organizations which are 
taking upon themselves the construction of irrigation projects. So what do 
we do? 


Are we ignoring an essential question which must be answered before we can 
make any achievement? 


Obviously, this question must remain, and the answer to it must arise from 
our own objective circumstances. If we want to move more quickly on the level 
of irrigation projects, the beginning must consist of an effort to develop the 
present situation in those organizations which are taking it upon themselves 
to ensure the studies, designs and construction. 


Thus, in answering the important question--where do we begin--it must be said 
that we must exploit all available resources in order to complete the three 
frameworks and make them more effective--i.e. first of all we must graduate 
the specialists we need. Secondly, this may perhaps provide us with the 
required conditions for seriously entering into the stage of studies and 
design. And third, we must meet the needs of the construction organizations 
so that they can carry out their tasks in a better manner. 


A Practical Example 


The following example might help us determine what we need. The details of 
this example pertain to the State Irrigation Company, headquartered in Hamah. 


It is true that this company is not the only agency charged with major irri- 
gation installations, and it is not the only one taking upon itself the 
construction and study of the majority of irrigation projects. But the 
company is characteristic in that it embodies the specialization required 
for this field in particular. 











Its administration and technical set-up was created in order to complete 
the forestation project, which was urgently needed and which all of us who 
are specialized in this particular field must preserve. This statement may 
become clearer through a discussion of this company. 


Company Planning Director Engr ‘Abd-al-Rahman ‘Abd-al-Razzaq explained to us 
that this company was established in 1976 in order to complete the forestation 
project. It finished this job in 2 years, and then began to expand and 
participate in a number of projects in the Euphrates Basin. 


At present this company is connected with the prime ministry's Supreme Bureau 
for Companies, and its most important objectives are land reclamation, 
construction of middle-sized and surface dams, and building irrigation net- 
works for these dams. 


This company built the Jabal al-‘Arab Dam in al-Suwayda' and the Blawran Dam 

in Ladhaqiyah Governorate, It will construct the irrigation network for this 
dam, as well as a dam in Jablah, and will also help build the Northern al-Kabir 
River Dam and the Raju Dam. It is expected to build the 'Afrin Dam after the 
Large Projects Organization completes the designs and studies for this dam. 

It will construct two dams in al-Qamishli--at al-Jaran and Ma‘shun--in order 

to retain flood waters. It will make the Salim Dam in Tudmir higher than 

it is now. 


The planning director informed us that this company is assigned jobs unrelated 
to irrigation, such as constructing buildings, warehouses and cattle stations. 
Recently it built part of the rail lines from Hamah to Homs, from Hamah to 
Mahradah, and from Hamah to Aleppo. He explained that these jobs were well 
done, as acknowledged by senior experts. 


We asked him why the irrigation company is assigned such projects. 


He answered, "I believe that the reason is that this company has the equip- 
ment as well as branches in this governorate, where it had been decided to 
build a cattle station.” 


We asked, "But don't these projects interfere with the company's basic goal, 
which is irrigation projects?" 


He said, "No, I don't believe that they will interfere with the basic purpose 
referred to, because we make sure that these additional projects get the 
special resources they need." 


After that, we told Engr ‘Abd-al-Razzaq that there are many irrigation projects 
which must be assumed, and that if the irrigation company wanted to implement 
all these projects it would have to be specialized, and would have to limit 

its activity to irrigation projects only, for this would be more fruitful. 
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At that he replied, "Our duties are limited to construction only, and we don't 
feel that we have to carry out this project or that one. We receive completed 
studies from the State Organization for the Euphrates Dam, from the Public 
Works Ministry, for from the Big Projects Organization. We receive completed 
dossiers and we start construction right away. 


Finally, we asked about the major difficulties facing the irrigation company: 
"Do you feel that you don't have enough engineers and technicians? Do you 
lack any equipment you really need?" In response to this question, we heard 
the following statement: "We are entitled to directly import the equipment 
we need, after getting the prime minister's approval. Law No 1 permits us to 
ensure our needs from abroad if necessary. We finance ourselves; we began 
with a capital of 5 million Syrian pounds, which has not risen to 100 million 
pounds. We are presently constructing an estimated 170 million pounds 

worth of projects each year. The state is supporting us and wants us to 
expand. Actually, our work increases 20 percent each year. Although we 
suffer from a shortage of technicians and skilled labor, and from a big 
shortage of maintenance engineers and mechanics, our engineer crisis is 
lessening year by year, since the state detaches 15 to 20 engineers each year 
to us. It must be kept in mind that those working at the irrigation company 
receive incentive bonuses, although they are limited. There are good 
benefits in the way of salaries and compensations, and the daily wages for 
day workers and contractors are linked to their productivity. Nevertheless, 
it is impossible to compete with the salaries in the foreign labor market, 
and this is one of the reasons for the unavailability of the desired number 
of engineers and technicians." We must note that this statement was made 
before the issuance of the decree raising salaries and wages, which may perhaps 
induce technicians to stay and work in the country. 


This company obviously needs engineers and technicians in specialties 
unrelated to irrigation. When we asked the planning director whether the 
irrigation company faces any technical difficulties because of the lack of 
irrigation engineers, he replied, “The irrigation projects in our country 
don't require high-level engineering specialization. The irrigation company 
certainly does not face any technical difficulties in implementing the jobs 
assigned to it. It is my opinion that such difficulties, which we believe 
exist because of our lack of irrigation engineers, confront those working 

on studies pertaining to irrigation projects." 


Nonetheless, Engr ‘Abd-al-Razzaq repeated that he has no objection to the 
creation of an irrigation college at one of the country's universities. 


Our Conclusions 


Perhaps the most remarkable thing is that this company--the only one in the 
country devoted to irrigation projects--is taking on the implementation of 
other projects. Obviously we need these other projects, such as railroads 
and cattle stations, but these projects could be assumed by any other 
building and construction company. On the basis of the unequivocal figures 
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we mentioned in the last article, permanent irrigation in our country is 
becoming extremely important. If we increased our irrigated acreage, we 
would be able to realize great economic prosperity, especially since the 
number of people in our country who depend on arable land has begun to decline. 
Obviously, controlling irrigation will allow us to utilize these areas better. 
In addition, irrigation projects are harder than other construction projects 
from the engineering standpoint. And, although they don't require high 
specialization, some people feel that they certainly need long experience. 

It would be better for us to utilize the experience of those who have worked 
on irrigation projects, and to use them in these very projects. 


We have noticed that the Big Project Organization, which is concerned with 
studying and building many dams, is also concerned with completing Tartus 

Port, building grain silos and appurtenances for the storage of 810,000 tons 

of grain, expanding Ladhaqiyah Port, and other projects. It is logical for 

us to demand specialization, and to restrict work on irrigation projects to 

a single big organization. It is also obvious that preparation and construction 
capabilities should be combined in this organization, meaning that we should 
create one big organization capable of taking on irrigation in our country 

on the level ui studies, design, determination of required solutions, and 

then construction and completion of these solutions. 


Inasmuch as we need specialists in irrigation engineering, the matter of 
establishing an irrigation engineering college was raised at the agricultural 
seminar. At that time, it was said that we urgently need irrigation 
specialists, especially since in our country they can be counted on the 
fingers «f one hand. Most of the engineers refuse to work on irrigation 
projects, because it is hard work for one thing and because there is little 
material return. An irrigation engineer spends his whole time in the field, 
away from the engineering office, which gives him additional income. The 
opinion is that there is a need to create higher studies in irrigation, but 
the idea has not yet materialized. It was said at that time that higher 
studies in irrigation require engineers who want these kinds of studies, and 
ministries who will send their engineers to study in higher studies classes 
in Syria. We feel that the problem is complicated because the engineer 
prefers working after graduation to continuing his irrigation studies, for 
obvious material reasons. Furthermore, sending personnel abroad to specialize 
in irrigation engineering means that we have to weit at least 5 years to get 
2 limited number of engineers. 


Why don't we sidestep this wait to get engineers? Why don't we create an 
irrigation college which will graduate a hundred or more engineers in 5 
years? 


There remains a final important observation: creating a national organization 
for hydrology and irrigation projects. This organization could use the 
engineers who have worked on the Euphrates Dam project and engineers from 
big projects and from the Public Works Ministry and the irrigation company 
itself. Obviously, this organization would be very beneficial--it would save 








us the millions of pounds we spend on foreign experts. In addition, it would 
give us the studies we need in a quicker time, it would be able to follow up, 
in the field, irrigation in Syria, and it could propose suitable projects. 


All these essential steps, if we take them quickly, will put us on the right 
road to positively solving our country's irrigation problem. The more we 
neglect this irrigation problem, the more we will lose millions of pounds and 
thousands of young people who are driven away by a countryside flooded in 
the winter and parched in the summer. 


8559 
CSO: 4802 








SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN--According to intelligence from an Arab source, Syrian 
soldiers are said to be fighting in Afghanistan alongside the Soviet troops. 
Fifty-four such troops are said to have been taken prisoner and are thought 
to be in Pakistan. [Text] [Paris LE POINT in French 24 Mar 80 p 41 WA] 


ARMS SMUGGLING DEVELOPMENTS--Cairo, 20 Mar--According to reports reaching 
Damascus, the Syrian authorities have discovered that Iraqi intelligence 
has succeeded in smuggling large quantities of light arms to Aleppo, Homs 
and Hamat via the city of Mosul despite stringent security measures imposed 
by the Syrian authorities to monitor the Iraqi-Syrian borders. These moves 
came in the wake of the disputes which erupted between the two countries 
when it transpired that Hafiz al-Asad was involved in last July's coup 
attempt against Saddam Husayn. These weapons first reached Ba'thist ele- 
ments who have connections with Irac--and were later transferred to 
Sunnites and other elements which are opposing the ‘Alawite domination of 
the ruling regime in Syria. [Text] [NC201143 Cairo MENA in Arabic 

1131 GMT 20 Mar 80 NC] 
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UNITE.) ARAB EMIRATES 


LEADERSHIP CRISIS REVIEWED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 11 Jan 80 p 12 
[Article: "What is going on in the United Arab Emirates?")] 


{Text} Is there a new silent crisis taking place within the UAE Government? 
Two main ministries are virtually idle. They are the ministries of tue 
interior and of foreign affairs. Minister of the Interior Shaykh Mubarak 

Al Nuhayan is still undergoing treatment after his accident, and Minister 
of State for Interior Affairs Hamuda ibn ‘Ali submitted his resignation 2 
months ago. Ibn ‘Ali's resignation was rejected, but he remains resolute 
about it, and has stopped putting in working hours. Shaykh Surur ibn 
Muhammad had to take over the conduct of business and the signing of papers 
so that the affairs of the ministry would not come to a halt. 


The Foreign Ministry, whech is under the charge of Ahmed al-Suwaidi, the 
strong man--or rather, former strong man--of Abu Dhabi, has also become all 
but inactive following al-Suwaydi's return into seclusion in London for what 
he says are health-related reasons. Ahmad al-Suwaydi began secluding himself 
from his post following the formation. of the government of Shaykh Rashid 

ibn Sa‘id al-Maktum. governor of Dubai, because of the lack of harmony and 
trust between himself and the prime minister. President Yazid was forced to 
go to Europe at the end of the summer and try to appease his political 
adviser al-Suwaydi. He then took al-Suwaydi along with him to Morocco and 

co Abu Dhabi. Al-Suwaydi attended the Conference of Foreign Ministers of the 
Gulf States held in al-Ta‘if two months ago, but according to those close 

to him, that working with a prime minister who is concerned only about the 
interests of Dubai, is difficult if not impossible, especially for a man 

like al-Suwaydi who considers himself one of the two individuals responsible 
for the establishment of the UA®. 


Before al-Suwaydi went to London to go into seclusion for health reasons, he 
stayed at the Abu Dhabi Hospital for one week, in the course of which he 
found that seclusion there was uncomfortable. What is reported--and reported 
most often--is that al-Suwaydi and Hamuda ibn ‘Ali (the minister of state 

for in erior affairs) represent [a distinct front] in the UAE. 
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One wit in Abu Dhabi says: "If Shaykh Zayid did not have the patience of 
Job, he would also have run away and gone into seclusion, because Shaykh 
Rashid is an expert at irritating the nerves!" It remains for us to point 
out that Shaykh Zayid is travelling in Pakistan for hunting, relaxation and 


recreation. God knows best. [Text] [London AL~HAWADITH in Arabic 11 Jan 
80 p 12) 8591 











UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


MINISTER CLAIMS OIL RESERVES LARGER THAN REPORTED 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 10 Mar 80 pp 10-11 


[Text] The oil and gas reserves of the UAE are far larger than is 

usually reported, Petroleum Minister Manaa Said al-Oteiba was quoted as 
saying last week. The UAE's official WAM news agency quoted him as tell- 
ing a seminar in Abu Dhabi that the country was continuing a study of its 
reserves, but that this would not be completed for some years; it was also 
pursuing efforts to locate new deposits of oil and gas, both in new sites 
and at hitherto unexplored levels in existing fields. 


Although he asserted that commonly published figures for gas and oil re- 
serves were far too low, Dr Oteiba did not give another figure. 


According to OAPEC, the UAE has 32,425 million bbl of crude reserves and 
21,500 billion cubic feet of natural gas. Only five countries have bigger 
oil reserves: Saudi Arabia, the USSR, Kuwait, Iran and Iraq, but the UAE 
ranks about 17th in the league of gas deposits. 


Last year, WAM asserted that the country's proven oil reserves would last 
for 45 years at current rates of depletion. Since the UAE is currently pro- 
ducing about 1.85 million b/d, this would put its proven reserves at a 
little over 30 billion bbl, close to OAPEC's estimate. 


Dr Oteiba is not averse to making remarkable claims, however. Addressing 
an economic seminar of the Stanford Research Institute in the Abu Dhabi 
Hilton in January last year, he stated that the UAE's natural gas reserves 
were the third largest in the world and might prove bigger than Iran's, 
second only to those of the USSR, (AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, January 29, 
1979). 


According to OAPEC, Iran's reserves of gas are more than 20 times as great 
as those of the UAE, standing at some 500,000 billion cubic feet. Even to 
rank third in he world gas league, however, the UAE would have to possess 
greater res*ives than the U.S., whose 210,000 billion cubic feet are almost 
exactly 10 times as great as the UAE's stated reserves. 
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Dr Oteiba meanwhile urged Gulf countries last week to coordinate their 
petroleum industries as a step towards overall Arab econmic integration. 
He also suggested that oil and information ministers from the 13 OPEC 
nations should meet to discuss a response to what he described as an 
attack on OPEC by the news media in industrial countries. 


The media, he said, were trying to distort OPEC's image and to blame it 
for all the world's economic ills. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


MIGRANT WORKERS GET NEW DEADLINE--The auc .orities have extended for four 
months the deadline by which foreigners working in the country must get 
their papers in order. The Labour Ministry previously announced that 
immigrants faced deportation if caught without proper permits after 
February 21; the ministry said its deadline would not be extended. UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahayan personally ordered the exten- 
sion after talks with Vice-President Sheikh Rashid bin Said al-Maktum; 
reports from Du. , Sheikh Rashid's Emirate, said government offices 

there had been crowded with immigrants rushing to regularise their papers. 
A special committee of the Federal Council is working on amendments to the 
labour laws to stem the flow of migrant workers, most of whom come from the 
Indian subcontinent. The Vice-President of the Council, Hamad Boushehab, 
told this newsletter that he thought there were about 500,000 workers 

in the UAE without steady employment (AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, December 
24, 1979). [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 25 Feb 80 
p 10) 


FOOD PRICES UP--The UAE daily AL ITTIHAD which comes out in Abu Dhabi re- 
ported last week that the prices of basic food products had increased 20 
percent in the last three years in the Emirates. The profits of the 
traders are estimated at an average 120 percent while the workers wages 
remained the same during the same period. The paper added that the increas- 
ing cost of living was not only the result of world inflation but also the 
result of negligence and failure to control the affairs of importers and 
traders and monitor their pricing policies. The paper warned that this 
increase in prices was a heavy burden on citizens and proposed that the 
government of the Federation should step in to settle this serious problem 
either by establishing a national importing country and related cooperatives 
or controlling prices and ensuring that no shortages of basic commodities 
would arise. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 8 Mar 80 

p 14) 


OIL SALES TO FRANCE--During his visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing met with UAE President, Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al-Nihyan, in the presence of Jean-Francois Poncet, 
French Foreign Minister, UAE Priwe Minister and Foreign Minister, to 
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discuss the Middle East conflict and economic cooperation between the 
two countries. In the joint French-UAE communique published last week 
at the end of French President Valery Giscard D'Estaing's visit, were 
six agreements concerning relations between the two countries. The 
agreements dealt with the following points: (1) Establishment of the 
leases of an oil industry in UAE; (2) Supervision and maintenance of the 
oilfield equipments; (3) A program for the development of atomic energy; 
(4) Cooperation in the solar and recycled energy fields; (5) Cooperation 
in the agricultural sector; [and] (6) Cooperation in the medical sector. 
Before his departure, President d'Estaing told journalists, that he could 
"declare that the officials with whom he met, assured him of providing 
oil to France.'"' He said the two sides did not discuss the details of 


the oil question during the visit. [Text] [Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY 
in English 15 Mar 80 p 11] 


MEDIA COMPETITION DEVELOPING--Preparations are being made for the publication 
of two competing newspapers in the Arabian Gulf. The first will be published 
in al-Shariqah under the tutelage of its governor Shaykh Sultan al-Qasimi. 

It will naturally support UAE President Zayid bin Sultan. The second paper 
will be published in Dubai under the tutelage of Shaykh Rashid ibn Maktum. 
Although manpover requirements necessary to publish the papers have not 

yet been met, ample funds have been set aside for this purpose. It is 
expected that the newspaper in al-Shariqah will voice official UAE policy, 
and that the newspaper in Dubai will voice the opposing, or the alternative 
view, as they witty in the UAE like to call it! [Text] [London AL-HAWADITH 
in Arabic 11 Jan 80 p 12] 8591 
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